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IMPORTANT DATES 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Mon 15 Oct 
 

College Talk & Tour @ 9:30am 

Tue 16 Oct AYIN Significant People Launch 
 

Thu 18 Oct Last day of Year 12 Classes 
Final Assembly 

Fri 19 Oct Year 12 Celebration Day 
Graduation and Eucharist 

Week A 
 

Mon 22 Oct Creative Art and Design Week 
 
Year 9 & 10 Music Recital 
Miriam Theatre @ 3:30pm 

Tue 23 Oct Creative Art and Design Week 
 
Creative Arts  
Opening Celebration Gala 
Miriam Theatre @ 5pm 

Wed 24 Oct Creative Art and Design Week 
 
Unit 2 Drama Performance 
Evening, Miriam Theatre @ 7pm 
 

Thu 25 Oct Creative Art and Design Week 

Fri 26 Oct Creative Art and Design Week 

Week B 

Newsletter 
The Our Lady of Sion College 

1065 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Tel: 9890 9097  Fax: 9899 1456 

Email: info@sion.catholic.edu.au 
PRINCIPAL: Mrs Tina Apostolopoulos 

College Theme 2018 – Rejoice in God’s Love 

From the Principal 
 
Welcome back  
The year has certainly flown and we find 
ourselves beginning the final term of what has been a 

wonderful 2018. I hope students found time for rest and relaxation in readiness 
for the learning and community opportunities that will present themselves as we 
complete the academic year.  
 
I would like to particularly congratulate our Year 12 students and those in Year 
11 who are currently completing a Unit 3 & 4 study. Your commitment to the 
trial examinations held during the term break was exemplary. Each day the 
Notre Dame Centre was filled with students who were studying, discussing trial 
papers and completing exams. I caught up with Languages students who, after 
completing a trial paper at school in the morning, were completing exam 
revision classes outside the College in an effort to ensure they are well 
prepared. Well done girls! This week, our thoughts and prayers were with 
students who have already completed their VCAA Performance and Languages 
oral examinations. We hope the exams offered a successful opportunity to 
showcase your learning.  
 
The next few weeks are a critical period where much can be gained from the 
feedback on the trial written examinations and final advice of teachers, so I 
encourage all Unit 3 & 4 students to be proactive and continue to practise as 
many past papers and questions as possible, and to ensure they spend time 
going over their responses with their teachers. While our Year 12 students will 
conclude on 19 October and VCAA written exams will begin on 31 October, 
support for our students will continue during the SWOTVAC period and through 
to the final written examination on 21 November.  
 
Next week, the conclusion of their secondary education will be a special time 
for Year 12 students and we are looking forward to acknowledging and 
celebrating this milestone with them. All staff and students will gather on 
Thursday for their final whole-school assembly, and on Friday, Year 12 
students will enjoy a breakfast celebration and gather with their families for their 
final Eucharist and Graduation ceremony in the evening. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the Class of 2018 for the contribution they have made, 
not only this year but in preceding years to the life of our school. As you 
prepare to conclude your time at Our Lady of Sion College and continue your 
journey into adulthood, may you be blessed with the courage, hope and joy to 
pursue a life filled with many wonderful opportunities and encounters. To our 
families, who may also be concluding their time with our school, thank you for 
working in partnership with us in the education of your daughter. I hope that our 
relationship may continue in the years ahead as we witness the full flourishing 
of the Class of 2018. 
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From the Principal... 

 
Congratulations to the 2019 Student Leadership Team 
I would like to congratulate the 2019 Student Leadership Team, who were commissioned during our Investiture Assembly 
in the final week of Term 3. As we begin the 91st year in our school’s history, we look forward to the energy and gifts our 
leaders will bring to their important roles over the next twelve months. On behalf of the Our Lady of Sion College 
community, congratulations and thank you for the leadership you will show as student leaders of our school. May God 
bless you and guide you in your leadership and may you be filled with strength, love and compassion to fulfil your 
leadership role, not only for your own development but to serve our school community and ultimately to create a better 
world. 

 
New website 
We are delighted to announce the launch of our new website. One of the many ways we are celebrating the College's 90th 
anniversary this year is to provide a fresh new look for our public site and to showcase how far the College has come in its 
90 years of providing an excellent education for our students. Framed in the tradition of the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion, 
the new website has been updated to reflect our College as it is in 2018, visually representing our supportive community 
and the wealth of academic and co-curricular opportunities available for students. We hope you enjoy the refreshed layout 
and welcome your feedback on the new site.  
 
With every blessing for the fortnight ahead. 
 
Tina Apostolopoulos 
Principal 
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Deputy Principal  
Faith and Mission 

Indigenous Immersion 
During the recent break, 22 girls from Years 10 and 11 
participated in the annual Indigenous Immersion. This year we 
had the opportunity to visit a local secondary school – a boarding 
school for Aboriginal students who come from all over the 
Northern Territory. We also spent time in a local Aboriginal 
community where we supported them by planting trees and crops 
that will hopefully allow them to become self-sufficient. 
 
Below are some of the comments that students and staff have 
presented. 
 

Visit to Wanmarra Community:  
I loved every part of this, the cultural tour was amazing. I would highly recommend doing 
this again. 
 
A really heart-warming experience. 
 
Really loved getting to know Natasha and doing the cultural talk and making bracelets. 
Would love to maintain a relationship with Wanmarra and see their progress. 
 
Visit to Yirara College:  
I think it was important that we visited a secondary school as the students had the 
opportunity to interact with students of their own age.  
 
Was nice to be able to take part in activities with Yirara students. Also good to talk to 
teachers about the school and other aspects of the culture. 
 
Kings Canyon Walk:  
Very challenging but very rewarding. 
 
Uluru: 
Uluru was definitely one of the places that I was looking forward to seeing and it was a 
great experience.  
 
Unbelievable. Walking around the rock was incredible. Watching the sunrise and sunset 
was so beautiful and would definitely want to see that again. 
 
Top highlight of my trip, walking around the rock I developed a connection to the land. 
This has started to help me understand why and how indigenous people are so 
connected to the land they have been caring for, for millions of years. 
 
Kata Tjuta: 
It was a beautiful walk and compared to our two previous walks it was easier but as we 
were so tired we struggled a little, but the views were 100% worth it. 
 
John McInerney 
Deputy Principal – Faith and Mission 

Thank you to the NT Learning 
Adventures School Excursion 
program for their assistance. 
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Deputy Principal  
Learning and Teaching 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome students and families to Term 4. Term 4 is an 
exciting term and I encourage students to make every effort to achieve their personal best. 
 
We look forward to celebrating the Graduation of our Year 12 students with their families on Friday 
19 October. Following Graduation, students will commence a study period in readiness for the 
VCAA written examinations commencing with English on Wednesday 31 October.  
 
Likewise, Year 10 and 11 examinations commence on Thursday 8 November. More information will 
be provided in due course. In the meantime, I encourage students to prepare a study timetable in 
readiness for the exams. In particular, I would like to refer parents and students to page 31 of the 
Student Planner, which provides a useful timeline and accompanying strategies to support students 
in the lead-up to exams. Planning, preparation and consistent revision is part of the examination 

experience and is to be embraced, not feared. If your daughter needs any support in these matters, please encourage her 
to speak to her teacher earlier rather than later. 
 
The next stage of subject preference selection is well underway as we work very hard towards accommodating subject 
preferences as much as possible. As mentioned before, this is a complex process that determines timetabling and staffing 
for 2019. While students and parents are understandably eager to know what subjects students will be studying in 2019, 
timetabling is a complex and time-consuming process. Subjects will be confirmed as soon as possible and in advance of 
the due dates for booklists.  
 
Booklists 2019 

 26 October: Booklists available 
 15 November: Year 9–12 Booklists due 
 30 November: Year 7 & 8 Booklists due 
 10 December: Year 9–12 Booklist Collection at the College, 3.30 – 5.30 pm 
 13 December: Year 7 & 8 Booklist Collection at the College, 3.30 – 5.30 pm 

 
College Colours Program 
The College Colours Program is one way that the College affirms students in the following areas: 

 Sion Community Spirit 
 Academic Excellence 
 Sporting Excellence 
 Contribution to the Arts 
 House Involvement. 

 
Colours Awards and Academic Awards – Years 7–11 
As we come to the latter part of Term 3, I would like to also advise students and parents of the following key dates. 

 Tuesday 30 October: Year 7–11 Colours points close for all areas, except Academic Excellence 
 Wednesday 7 – Friday 9 November: Years 7–11 check points 
 Friday 9 November: Review of Points Applications close at 5.00 pm 
 Tuesday 20 November: Year 7–11 Academic results contributing to Academic awards close 
 Tuesday 27 November: Year 10 & 11 Awards Ceremony 
 Monday 3 December: Year 7–9 Awards Ceremony 
 Thursday 6 December: Night of Excellence, 7.00 pm. 

 
Please note that Year 7–11 Awards Ceremonies take place during the school day and parents/guardians of recipients will 
be invited to attend closer to the date. 
 

Please also note that although academic results for academic awards close on 20 November, learning programs will 
continue with assessments after this date contributing to Semester 2 Reports. 
 

Further details about the College Colours Program can be found on the College website www.sion.catholic.edu.au under 
Embrace Discovery / College Colours.  
 

I wish all our students a productive fortnight ahead.  
 

Michelle Rangelov – Deputy Principal Learning and Teaching 

http://www.sion.catholic.edu.au
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Deputy Principal 
Student Wellbeing 

Summer Uniform 
All students should now be wearing the summer uniform and I ask for continued parent support in ensuring that the 
uniform is worn correctly and is in good repair. The length of the dress should be worn at the knee when the back ties are 
done up. Should your daughter’s dress already be at maximum length, you are able to purchase a new, larger dress online 
from Bob Stewart’s www.bobstewart.com.au/products/our-lady-of-sion-college.  
 
Your ongoing support with this matter will help avoid unnecessary correction of students in regards to their presentation. 
When worn correctly, the Our Lady of Sion College uniform is very impressive and is a hallmark of school pride.   
 
Christine Kralj – Deputy Principal – Student Wellbeing 

2019 Student Leadership 
At the end of Term 3, the College community undertook the investiture of the 2019 Year 12 
student leaders. It was evident during the rigorous selection process that all applicants were of a 
high calibre and that the College is fortunate to have a wide range of students interested in 
putting themselves forward for leadership roles.  
 
After the Investiture Ceremony, the student leadership group and staff headed to Warburton for 
the Leadership camp. During this two-day workshop the girls have exemplified the very best in 
teamwork and school pride.   
 
The girls explored the idea that Christian Leadership is about listening to and understanding the 
Word of God and then attempting to live it out to the best of one’s ability. At the heart of good 
leadership is the service of all members of the Our Lady of Sion community, and being proactive 
in responding to the needs of others. The leaders clearly expressed their desire to motivate 
other students by being energetic, welcoming and leading by example. 

 
We welcome the following students to their roles of leadership: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

College Captain 
Sally Collins 

College Captain 
Grace Hartman 

Liturgy Captain 
Jessica Kilroe-Smith 

Social Justice Captain 
Mia Blezard 

Environment Captain 
Alana Mawby 

Sports Captain 
Monique Turner 

Drama Captain 
Nina Hughes 

Music Captain 
Chelsea Elder 

Visual Arts Captain 
Tiana Guzzardi 

Carmel Captain 
Bronte Sherwen 

Carmen Captain 
Sophie Norden 

Fatima Captain 
Isobel Rae 

Fatima Captain 
Kate Morris 

Lourdes Captain 
Porsha Logie 

Lourdes Captain 
Emma Rigo 

Loreto Captain 
Tea’ Tsagarakis 

Loreto Captain 
Rebecca Hosie 

http://www.bobstewart.com.au/products/our-lady-of-sion-college
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Year Level News 

Year 7 
 

Welcome back to all students and families – it is hard 
to believe that our students are entering their last term 
of Year 7! It was so pleasing to see them again in their 
summer uniforms this week, and lovely to see that so 
many Year 7 students are still taking pride in their 
appearance! While most Year 7 students are 
presenting appropriately, there were a few who had to 
be reminded about the expectations regarding dress 
length. As they have grown quite a bit since Term 1, 
and will continue to grow throughout the term, the 

students have been encouraged to continue to check their dress length, and to 
take their dresses down sooner rather than later.  
 
We have also encouraged the students to make sure their names are written in their hats and jumpers – as these items 
are often used throughout the day, they often get left behind, and with no name, it is difficult to get items back to their 
owners. Having their names on their belongings is an important way to take responsibility for themselves, and lessens the 
risk of having to replace these items.  
 
For our first week back, the students focused in Pastoral on the importance of balancing schoolwork with other parts of 
their lives, and approaching tasks mindfully. One of the benefits of taking school holiday breaks is the chance to slow 
down, and we have encouraged the students to take some of the benefits they have experienced over the break of 
slowing down into the busy term we have ahead. 
 
Brianah Walsh 
Year 7 Coordinator 

Year 8 
Welcome back to Term 4 and what a term it will be! There are many activities and events 
happening as well as preparing the Year 8s for their Year 9 transition for next year. During the 
final week of Term 3 the Year 8s organised and ran many events and advertising campaigns for 
the One Girl Organisation. It was a wonderful display of social justice in action and great to see 
how hard the Year 8s worked to spread awareness of the One Girl cause across the Sion 
community.  
 
During the week the Year 8s raised a grand total of $1,697.55, to be donated to the One Girl 
Organisation. Congratulations to all of the Year 8s involved; you should be very proud of your 
efforts and a huge thank you for the support and generosity of the Sion community.  
 

On Tuesday this week, during Pastoral, the Year 8s participated in a workshop session 
with our College Psychologist Sofia Stagnitta on Gossip and why it needs to stop. The 
session consisted of discussions on the following areas: 

 What is gossip and why do people gossip? 
 The impact of gossip on people. 
 Use of tone and body language. 
 Being a bystander. 

 
The session allowed the Year 8s to discuss practical solutions to set scenarios and 
understand the difference between ‘gossip’ and ‘just talking’. Gossip is often a word 
that gets thrown around a lot with teenage girls, and I encourage you to discuss this 
session with your daughters and keep the lines of communication open, so they can 
come to you if they ever become the victim of gossip.  
 
Michelle Rudd 
Year 8 Coordinator 
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Year Level News 

Year 9 
Welcome back to Term 4! We have a busy term for the Year 9s with lots of exciting opportunities 
and events for our students to be involved in, one of these being the Year 9 Social, which will be 
happening on Thursday 8 November, at St John’s Parish Hall in Mitcham. 
 
A few things to note about the social: 
 The social is not a compulsory event.  
 It is, however, still a staff-supervised school event with expectations on student behaviour 

and guidelines regarding what students can wear. These will be explained to students dur-
ing Year Level assembly. Students who do not comply with these expectations will be pro-
vided with the option of additional clothing supplied by the College or a call will be made for 
them to be picked up early. 

 All obligations regarding outstanding detentions or work must be fulfilled for a student to 
attend.  

 The social will have students attending from Siena College, Catholic Ladies College and 
Whitefriars College. 

 For a student to attend the social they must be present at school on the day. 
 Students must also be present the following morning on time for homeroom. 

 
Social details and a permission slip will be provided next week. If there are any questions, please encourage your daughter 
to approach her homeroom teacher or myself and we will be happy to answer them. Thank you for your support. 
 
Jac Canning 
Year 9 Coordinator 

Year 11 
Welcome back to Term 4! I look forward to working with your daughter on the home stretch of Year 
11 and preparing her for Year 12. This term will be fast-paced, so I ask that you please remind your 
daughter to be proactive and to ensure she is putting in place effective study strategies and good 
study routines. 
 
In Pastoral this week we looked at the impact of habits. Students identified some personal habits 
they would like to form (positive) and ones to stop (bad habits). I encourage you to ask your 
daughter what she selected, to help support her in achieving her goals.  
 
Here are some upcoming dates to be aware of: 

 Year 11 Exams (Unit 2): 8–15 November (Week 5/6) 
 Exam Correction Day: Friday 16 November (Student-free Day) 
 Exam Feedback: Monday 19 November 
 Smart Start Commences: Tuesday 20 November. 

 
If you do notice your daughter struggling or requiring some additional support, please encourage her to seek some support 
from her classroom teacher, Homeroom teacher, myself or the school counsellors.  
 
Lauren Amalfi 
Year 11 Coordinator 
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Year Level News 

Year 10 
Welcome back to the last term of the year and a very busy time for the Year 10 cohort. During our 
Pastoral session this week, we ran a session on stress. College Counsellor Janine Crociani 
joined us in looking at three areas of stress including ‘negative talk’, procrastinating and 
‘catastrophising’. The aim of the session was to look at being aware of negative stress and 
planning to minimise its impact on school and life in general. Each student received an 
examination revision booklet, which includes weekly planners for the last few weeks up to the 
examination period.    
 
At assembly we launched our gift-giving project for Ozanam House, where we create a Christmas 
box for homeless men, which links with the work that the girls will do on a voluntary basis in 2019. 
We also presented another group with their Duke of Edinburgh Certificates. 

 
I will be sending the examination 
timetable via email along with relevant 
support material.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with 
any issues related to the examinations or 
other matters. 
 
Paul Kerr 
Year 10 Coordinator 
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Year Level News 

Year 12 
For surely, I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare … to give you a 
future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you.  
(Jeremiah 29: 11–12) 
 
Welcome to Term 4 all community members of the Class of 2018. This term is a very busy term, 
full of emotions for a variety of reasons, but ultimately, I hope the emotion that all families will 
experience is one of pride, for your daughter(s) and what they have accomplished, but also for 
you as parents and guardians and as a family unit. 
 
I ask that throughout Term 4 you continue to read the College newsletter as I will be 
communicating information about this term and it’s events. 
 

Year 12 end of classes and exam period 
 Thursday 18 October: Conclusion of classes. I ask that all families support their daughter(s) during this 

time by reminding them that every period counts and that the best way to continue to improve across all subjects is 
to seek feedback and then act upon the feedback received.  

 Friday 19 October: Year 12 Breakfast followed by homeroom groups and a final year level assembly. I thank 
all family members who have already indicated that they are willing to help during the breakfast; if you have not 
replied and would still like to help please email me directly. 

 Friday 19 October: Our Final Year 12 Eucharist 
and Graduation will commence at 7 pm with all 
students required to be at the College by 6.15 pm.  

 Monday 22 – Tuesday 30 October: The 
SWOTVAC period. Students can choose to study 
at home or come into school to complete study in 
readiness for the VCAA exams.  

 Wednesday 31 October – Wednesday 21 
November: VCAA exam period. 

 

Validictory Dinner 
Our Valedictory dinner will be held at the MCG on 
Thursday 22 November, with guests to arrive by 6.30 pm  
for the evening to officially commence at 7.00 pm. This is a 
formal evening at which all families will share in a final 
meal as the Class of 2018 community. Further information 
including try booking details will be emailed to families.  
 
This week we have been celebrating Mental Health Week 
and the mental health of our Year 12 students over the 
next six to eight weeks is absolutely vital to ensure their 
best success. So, with that in mind, I share the following 
image on 50 ways kids (and all of us) can cope when life 
becomes challenging and I hope that you may use this 
resource over the next term to help out at home.  
 
On behalf of the Year 12 Pastoral team we wish all 
members of the Year 12 community a safe and successful 
Term 4 and we look forward to walking with you each step 
of the way. 
 
Adam Rieusset 
Year 12 Coordinator 
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Year Level News 

VCAL 
VCAL Excursion 
On Tuesday 11 September, the VCAL students travelled to Williamstown with a stop for morning 
tea along the way. The girls planned the entire trip themselves and travelled in two separate 
groups. This was the culmination of units of work in VCAL Numeracy relating to money, time and 
location. There was also a link to work-related skills, with the girls taking responsibility for much of 
the paperwork, including risk assessments. A reflection from each of the girls is included below.  
 
From the excursion to Williamstown, I learnt how to adapt travel times and manage time as our 
group had a few setbacks. 
 
I enjoyed eating out at cafés and going to new places. 

 
The whole project was hands-on and it also met our numeracy outcomes by looking up timetables and transport. 
 
I learnt about the history of Williamstown and how to navigate around a new place. 
 
I enjoyed getting away from school and not being in a classroom for the day. 
 
I like how VCAL is very flexible and that it is a more hands-on option to learning, where we get to put in place practical skills 
we need in everyday life. 
 
While on this excursion, I got to see an area of Melbourne I wasn’t familiar with and I really enjoyed walking around and 
having a look at all the historical landmarks. 
 
I had never been to Footscray before this excursion. I learnt that it is very multicultural and different to what I expected. 
 
I enjoyed waving at my Dad from the ferry. He was at a conference in the city. 
 
The reason we did this was to use all the skills we learned in class, like timetabling, using money and working out which 
train or bus we needed to catch to reach our destination. 
 
Clare Kelly 
Senior Learning Leader 
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Parent News 

From the College Psychologist 
Sunday marked the start of Mental Health Week and on Wednesday 10 October it was World 
Mental Health Day. The theme of this year’s World Mental Health Day was Young people and 
mental health in a changing world. This theme was chosen to bring attention to the issues our 
youth and young people are facing in our world today and to begin the conversation around 
what they need in order to grow up healthy, happy and resilient.  
 
One in seven young Australians experience a mental health condition, including Depression, 
Anxiety and other mood disorders. Half of all mental illness begins by the age of 14, but most 
cases go undetected and untreated. The young adult period is characterised by a lot of 
physiological, sexual, cognitive, and emotional changes. Last week it was announced that 
around one in three millennials in Australia describe themselves as being in ‘ongoing 

psychological pain’. Unfortunately, in Australia, suicide still remains the leading cause of death for people aged 15–24, a 
statistic that is not only very frightening, but one that needs to change.  
 
As it is Mental Health Week, I would like to draw your attention to the youth beyondblue website as a way of familiarising 
yourself with the signs and symptoms of mental health issues common in our young people: www.youthbeyondblue.com/
understand-what's-going-on. 
 
Additionally, beyondblue have a specific website for parents and families which is worth checking out:  
https://healthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au. 
 
If you have any concerns about a young person or would like to discuss any of this further, please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch with a member of the Counselling Team. 
 
Sofia Stagnitta 
College Psychologist 

http://www.youthbeyondblue.com/understand-what's-going-on
http://www.youthbeyondblue.com/understand-what's-going-on
https://healthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au/
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Domain News 

Humanities 
Late last term, three senior students were lucky enough 
to be involved in the Secondary Schools State 
Parliamentary Convention. Based on the student’s 
reflections and feedback, they gained valuable 
experience from the day: 
 
It was an amazing experience to converse with a diverse 
group of students, where we were able to voice our own 
opinions and hear others. A great opportunity to be part 
of, getting the chance to witness Parliament and hear 

three keynote speakers. Tiana Guzzardi, 11 Red 
 
A small group of Year 11 Accounting students were also fortunate to attend the 
Monash Business Day Challenge:  
 
The Monash Business Challenge day was so enjoyable. We not only had the 
opportunity to explore the business opportunities that were available at the 
university, but also heard from people who were completing, or had completed 
courses through Monash, giving us a more personal insight. The Business 
Challenge gave us the experience of applying what we've learnt in the 
classroom to real-life cases. Deborah Ntais, 11 Red 
 
Late last term the Year 7 students raised awareness and money for Operation 
Toilet. Teenage girls dropping out of school in India is a real problem because 
they simply have nowhere to go to 
the toilet. The Year 7 students 
would like to thank everyone at 
Sion who donated money to go to 
the toilet on Operation Toilet Day. 
Over $500 was raised, which will 
help fund the building of toilets in 
Indian schools.  
 
Sarah Chalmers 
Humanities Learning Leader  

From the Careers Room 

Students and families can find the fortnightly Careers newsletter at  
www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter. In this fortnight’s newsletter there is information relating to: 
 

 Upcoming events – Kangan Institute open nights, PaperSpace – Deakin’s School of Architecture 
and Build Environment’s exhibition, You at the Zoo opportunity. 

 Career in the Spotlight – Youth Worker. 
 Things to Consider – VTAC key dates, Year 12 Change of Preference period, Tax File Numbers, 

changes for entry into Medicine.  
 Research ideas – Navitas College of Public Safety courses, Job Pathways chart, VU – new 

Bachelor of Outdoor Leadership. 
 

Brooke O’Hara 
Careers and Pathways Counsellor 

Don’t follow the crowd, let the crowd follow you.     
   

         Margaret Thatcher 

http://www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter
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Music 
Term 3 Soiree – Wednesday 19 September 
Each term our music students have the opportunity to present musical items that they have been 
preparing in their music lessons at the Our Lady of Sion College Soiree. These performances help 
to give our girls a musical goal to aim for, maintaining direction and purpose for the music they are 
studying. They also give an important opportunity for the girls to experience the challenge of 
presenting publicly in a warm and supportive environment. Congratulations to all girls who 
performed at the Term 3 Soiree. It was a fabulous showcase of the wonderful work that the girls 
have been doing in their private music lessons.  
 
 

There is still one more 
opportunity to play at the 
Term 4 Soiree, on 1 
November. Permission 
forms are now available for 
this event at the Music 
Department Office. 
 
Joanne Heaton 
Director of Bands 

The Arts News Nina Hughes & Livia Sheather 

This week’s spotlight shines on designers Nina Hughes (11 Purple) 
and Livia Sheather (12 Blue) whose designs were selected as 
finalists for the Inspired x Design Awards at Deakin. Nina and 
Livia’s work was displayed at Deakin and on Thursday night the 
students were presented with awards – Nina as a finalist and Livia 
the overall award recipient.  
 
Both students are to be congratulated on their efforts.  
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Sports News 

Term 3 Finals 
Congratulations to: 
 
Junior B Badminton team 
Our Junior B team were our first Badminton team to 
make finals since we began GSV in 2015! The team 
lost a tough first match by only 8 points, however 
were able to win their consolation final against 
Camberwell to finish in third position. Well done 
girls! 
 
Intermediate B Volleyball team 
Our Intermediate B team finished on top of their 

zone and progressed through to finals, defeating PLC in straight sets in the 
Semi Final and then defeating OLMC in the Grand Final. This team did not 
drop one set the entire season! Congratulations girls! 
 
GSV Track and Field Finals Evening 
Congratulations to the following students for competing in the GSV Track 
and Field Finals evening on Tuesday 11 September at Lakeside Stadium. 
These students were the best athletes in their respective events from all 
competitors across all 24 GSV member schools in their Championship 
Carnivals and their results during Finals evening are displayed below: 

 Tahlia Marino – 8th place, Year 7 Discus 
 Sophie Wong – 7th place, Year 8 High Jump 
 Ava Scully – 13th place, Year 8 1500m 
 Kristen Bertoldi – 12th place, Year 9 1500m 
 Alexandra Mason-Virtue – 7th place, Year 10 High Jump, and 8th place, Year 10 Triple Jump 
 Alice Webb – 9th place, Year 10 Javelin 
 Hannah Shanley – 5th place, Year 12 100m. 

 
Congratulations also to Charlotte Newton, Jessica McKinley, Alicia De Santis, Chloe Philactides, Paige Semple and 
Isabella O’Donnell Fernando; these students were also selected but could not compete on the evening. 
 
Special mention must go to the following students who received medals on the evening, placing in the top three students 
within their events: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tess Mitchell  
Silver, Year 12 800m 
Gold, Year 12 1500m 

 

Ciara Miller 
Bronze, Year 9 Shot Put 

Emma Daly 
Silver, Year 10 Long Jump 
Gold, Year 10 Triple Jump 
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Sports Week & Sports Awards Night 
On Monday 17 September, the College celebrated Sporting excellence and 
endeavour by recognising student contribution in representing the College in 
interschool sport. Dual Collingwood athlete Ashleigh Brazill was our guest 
speaker for the evening and, through her pursuits in both elite Netball and 
AFLW, described in detail her experiences in both sport and life, leaving our 
students feeling motivated to get the best out of themselves. She was a 
fantastic guest speaker and our students thoroughly enjoyed interacting with 
her.  
 
Our Individual Sport Captains and Sport Representatives, led by Anna Kipping on the evening, did a fantastic job in running 
this event and should be very proud of their efforts. They put in months of planning and preparation in the lead up to the 
event and prepared all iMovies, PowerPoints and every small detail to ensure the evening was a success. 
Our Aerobics girls performed with energy and enthusiasm and really showed why they were such a force to be reckoned 
with in 2018! 
 
Tess Mitchell was awarded our Carnival Champion for the evening, with a special leadership award also being presented to 
Tess, Hannah Shanley, Anna Kipping, Sarah Denmead and Madeline Daws for their contribution to the Sport Department 
throughout their years at the College. Their participation and leadership has been outstanding and their recognition well 
deserved. 
 
I would like to congratulate the following students on being awarded Sports 
Women of the Year for their respective Year Levels: 
 
Year 7 – Natalie Bodin 
Year 8 – Ava Scully  
Year 9 – Jorja Livingstone 
Year 10 – Saskia Nannes 
Year 11 – Mia Blezard and Lucy David 
Year 12 – Madeline Daws and Anna Kipping 
 
From this group, the overall Sports Woman of the Year was awarded to both 
Madeline Daws and Anna Kipping.  
 
Staff vs Student matches 
The Staff vs Student trophy was once again up for grabs and a strong fight was put to the staff by the All Star (Years 7 – 11) 
and Year 12 teams. Games were held in Indoor Soccer, Volleyball, Netball and Basketball. With only one point separating 
the Year 12 team and Staff team, it was the Staff that took out both Basketball games to claim the trophy again in 2018. 
Congratulations to all involved! 
 
Katrina Gurciullo 
Sport Coordinator 

Sports News 

Sports Star of the Week 
Our Sports Star of the Week is Olivia Fogg of Year 9. Below is a reflection of her participation in 
the National Junior Track Series for Cycling:  
 
On the second weekend of the holidays, I competed in the National Junior Track Series for 
Blackburn Cycling Club. This was a two-day event consisting of eight races. We raced at the 
Darebin International Sports Centre on the Velodrome where we spent over 15 hours. It was my 
first big race and it was so much fun. I unfortunately had a crash in the points race on the second 
day leaving me in a bit of pain but went back on for the final event which was the sprint derby. It 
was such a well run event and a great environment with the sweetest girls. It may not have 
been the most successful weekend but it was definitely one to remember! Olivia Fogg, 9 Purple 
 
Congratulations Olivia on this achievement! 

Madeline Daws 
Year 12 

Anna Kipping 
Year 12 
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