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Welcome to the first edition of Sionians:
Beyond the Cherry Gates, the new
format for Our Lady of Sion College’s
Past Students’ Association magazine.

3 Upcoming events

While 2017 has been a quiet year, the
Past Students’ Association is gearing
up for some terrific things to celebrate
as we approach 90 years of providing
excellent education for young women.
We kick off with our movie night on
Saturday 3 February, before our much
anticipated Back to Sion Day on
Saturday 19 May.
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For now, we look forward to a Christmas
filled with joy and peace. I hope to see
you all at our Champagne on Arrival
event on Tuesday 27 March at 7:00 pm,
to vote in our new committee for 2018.
We are always keen for new committee
members and we’d absolutely love to
see as many of you there as can make
it, to raise a glass in toast to the College
and the year ahead.
Emily Webb, President.
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The Daughter of Sion Award each year
recognises a Year 7 or 8 student who
models Sionian spirit. Our recipient this
year is Heather Divens. I look forward
to meeting with her in the new year
and gaining further insight into her
endeavours, and sharing with you to
which organisation she chose to donate
the $500 prize.
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Movie afternoon
fundraiser

Champagne on Arrival –
Annual General Meeting

Join us for our annual movie afternoon at Palace
Cinemas Balwyn.

Help us vote in the new committee at our first
meeting for the year and kick off our 90th
celebrations with a glass of champagne and
some nibbles. All past students are welcome (and
encouraged!) to attend.
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If you are interested in nominating for the
committee in 2018, please contact us at
paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au. The committee
meets three additional times a year and offers a
chance to explore a connection with the College
beyond your school years.
Where: Our Lady of Sion College
When: Tuesday 27 March 2018, 7:00–9:00 pm

Inspired by the imagination of PT Barnum, The
Greatest Showman is an original musical that
celebrates the birth of show business and tells
of a visionary who rose from nothing to create a
spectacle that became a worldwide sensation.

Bookings: www.trybooking.com.au/335410

Ticket price includes admission and a drink and
small popcorn or Connoisseur icecream to take into
the movie. Proceeds will go towards the Daughter
of Sion award.
Where: Palace Cinemas, 231 Whitehorse Road, Balwyn
When: Saturday 3 February 2018,1:30 for 2:00 pm movie
Cost:

$30.00

Bookings: www.trybooking.com/335403 by 19 January 2018

College Open Day
We extend a warm invitation to attend our College
Open Day, so that you and your daughter may
experience our engaging learning programs and
vibrant College community.
Throughout the afternoon you will have an
opportunity to take part in a guided tour of the
College with one of our informative student guides,
and hear from our Principal, Tina Apostolopoulos.
A full program of events will be available closer to
Open Day. Remember what you loved about Sion,
and bring any future Daughters of Sion along too!

Back to Sion Day 90th
celebrations
All past students are invited back to the College to
celebrate Our Lady of Sion’s 90th anniversary.
Reconnect with classmates and past staff, take
a tour of the school, join us for afternoon tea
and enjoy some musical delights from past and
current Daughters of Sion. For musicians interested
in joining us to play, please indicate so on the
TryBooking link when you register. We will contact
you about rehearsals.
While this is a free event, we ask that you register
at the TryBooking link below, to help us with
catering purposes. See you there!
Where: Our Lady of Sion College
When: Saturday 19 May 2018, 2:00 – 4:30 pm
Bookings: www.trybooking.com.au/335414

Where: Our Lady of Sion College
When: Thursday 22 March 2018
Further information will be available on the College website.

Upcoming events

From the desk of the principal
sense of belonging is important
for the full flourishing of each
young person.
Today, we continue to uphold this
principle in a variety of ways. Our
learning and pastoral programs,
faith formation and social justice
opportunities, and the cocurricular and student leadership
opportunities we create, all seek
to understand and support each
student and to bring out the very
best in her.

At Our Lady of Sion, we pride
ourselves that each student shall
be ‘named and known’. When Fr
Theodore Ratisbonne established
the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion,
he understood the importance
of relationships in supporting
the faith, learning and wellbeing
needs of young people. He
knew that much can be achieved
through the relationships we
foster. For him, a school that
embodied a family atmosphere
was essential to students’
learning outcomes because a

Conversation
Cafe
One of our most recent past
students, Tyra O’Neill (Class of
2017), was awarded Sion Woman
of the Year for her contributions
to College life, faith and
community.
As Liturgy Captain, Tyra’s first act
was to approach Deputy Principal
of Faith and Mission, Mr John
McInerney, with what she thought
was ‘probably a farfetched idea’.
The idea, a ‘Conversation
Café’, was to provide a safe
and welcoming environment
for students to ask pressing
questions about faith and to
grapple with tensions of modern
life through authentic and
respectful dialogue.
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Our past students are an
important part of this endeavour.
I firmly believe that each
student educated at our school
is forevermore a ‘Sion girl’ and
has much to offer our world.
This ongoing relationship is as
important now as it was when
she attended our school. Perhaps
even more. This year I have
been truly grateful to those past
students who returned to speak
with current students about life
post-Sion. Our inaugural Mentor
Breakfast was a great success and
highly valued by our Year 12
students who attended.
An entirely student-led initiative,
Tyra’s idea gained legs as
students became excited about
the concept, born from a place of
genuine need.
‘The biggest shock was how
many girls showed up to the
first one.’ Tyra reflected, ‘One
girl came with a whole list of
questions!’
A fortnightly occurrence, Mr
McInerney noted that you can
never expect where the flow
of conversation might turn, ‘At
the beginning of each week it
is very relaxed, we touch base
with everyone, and then Tyra
might throw out a question to
start. But you never know where
conversation at the Café might
go.’
The initiative has inspired
Sion’s staff to gather in a staff
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They gained a great deal from
listening to your experiences
as you have navigated life and
careers. In the process, the family
bond was strengthened as you
helped another young Sion girl
find her way in the world. Thank
you to those who attended and I
hope you and others can join us
again.
Next year we celebrate our 90th
anniversary and will host a ‘Back
to Sion’ afternoon on 19 May. I
look forward to welcoming you
all to what will be a wonderful
celebration. It will be a great
chance for us to continue to
strengthen our relationship and
sense of belonging to a school
that has always aimed to support
its past, present and future young
women to face their future with
hope and promise.
I also hope you enjoy our newlook Sionian magazine, and
welcome your feedback.
Tina Apostolopoulos, Principal

Conversation Café and Tyra’s idea
has been taken up by other Sion
heritage schools across Australia.
From a ‘farfetched idea’, it has
turned into a wonderful legacy
that Tyra will leave to the College.
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Mentor breakfast
It can be hard at times for students to see what life
beyond the cherry gates might be like, and with
final exams fast approaching Our Lady of Sion staff
thought that an opportunity to think about the
future might be timely.
On Friday 11 August 2017, 18 past students
attended a breakfast at the school, to share their
stories and experiences since leaving Sion with 54
Year 12 students and members of staff.
The past students came from a range of
occupations and walks of life, from Health Sciences,
Education, Media and Communications, Art,
Business, Science, Law, and Engineering; each
treading their own path in life. Past students were
able to chat about industry and what leaving school
felt like, offering the wisdom they had to share.
Feedback from everyone involved was incredibly
positive. One student said, ‘I had a conversation
about how all experiences in life are beneficial,
even the bad ones, and that everything’s possible,
whether it be balancing considerations of family
and career, or looking at different tertiary options.’
‘It was lovely to revisit the school, and so wonderful
to chat with the girls,’ said past student, Angela
Foote (Class of 1971).
As our Year 12s recently walked out the gates
for the final time, the breakfast also provided
something important; the realisation that there is
always a place for them in the Sion community, and
that perhaps one day it will be them returning, to
offer their own thoughts and life experiences to
tomorrow’s leaders.

Committee dinner
The committee met for its fourth and final meeting
at Enrik’s Restaurant in Blackburn, to toast the year
that was and vote on the Daughter of Sion Award
for 2017.
If you’ve been thinking about joining the PSA
Committee, now is a great time. With the 90th
celebrations underway, 2018 will be a year of
fun, nostalgia and lots of wonderful people. For
information about our Champagne on Arrival AGM,
see the upcoming events section (p. 3).

Recent events

From the archives
1928 – 1960s
Class “Decorations”
Crosses, single and double
‘badges’, and belts (with winter
uniform) were of a woven fabric
for everyday wear, but on special
occasions such as prize nights
they were made of silk, and
carefully treasured. Each class
wore their own specific coloured

belt and necklace, with a mother
of pearl cross, around their
necks. Once a month at school
assembly, according to diligence,
conduct or both, a badge (sash)
was awarded and worn for the
next month. However, should
a girl misbehave her cross was
removed and was returned when
she had acquired a number of
‘Notes of Honour’.

The colour of a student’s ‘Decorations’ badge and belt indicated
which class they were in:
Grade 1

Class of the Infant Jesus

Red and White

Grade 2

Class of the Infant Jesus

Red

Grade 3

Class of the Holy Angels

Grenat (Maroon) &
White

Grade 4

Class of the Holy Angels

Grenat (Maroon)

Grade 5

St Aloysius’ Class

Green & White

Grade 6

St Aloysius’ Class

Green

Form 1 (Year 7)

St Aloysius’ Class

Blue & White

Form 2 (Year 8)

St Aloysius’ Class

Blue

Form 3 (Year 9)

Sub-Intermediate &
Commercial

Multi-coloured

Form 4 (Year 10)

Intermediate
St Theodore’s Class

Violet & White

Form 5 (Year 11)

Leaving St Mary’s Class

Violet

Form 6 (Year 12)

Matriculation St Mary’s Class

White with blue edge

Sandy Nicholson, Archivist
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News

Can you help?

Congratulations to Rachael Haynes (Class of
2004) for her debut as Australian Women’s Cricket
Captain in the recent Women’s Ashes series.
Rachael led the Aussies to a 2–1 win in the One
Day International series, a draw in the Test match,
and took out the first of the three 20–20 matches to
retain the Ashes. A very successful debut!

National Gallery of Victoria excursion in 1996 – can
anyone identify the year level please?
We are collecting Past Student memories for our
90th celebration in 2018. If you are interested,
please write down some of your memories from
your time at Sion and forward them to us. We love
to hear about them!

Vale
We remember the following past students and
their families in our prayers:
•
•
•
•

Emma Squires (Class of 2017) was awarded the
Simone Richardson Music Award in her final year
for her dedication to music. Recently, Emma
successfully auditioned for a scholarship to
work with the Grainger Wind Ensemble. We are
delighted to hear she will continue her music
beyond Sion.

Betty Pethebridge (nee Hilton, Class of 1938)
Betty Cronin (nee Parker, Class of 1947)
Ronda Rigg (nee Wiltshire, Class of 1957)
Susan Robertson (nee Pethebridge, Class of
1962, daughter of Betty Pethebridge)
• Maree McDonald (nee Game, Class of 1971)
• Christine Behm (Class of 1976).
Eternal rest, grant unto them O Lord and let
perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest
in peace. Amen.

Share your news!
We’d love to hear and publish your news. With our new-look magazine we have plenty of room to tell your stories, but we need
your help to fill the space!
Whether it is a recent celebration, a photo with friends or family, or perhaps a significant award or milestone, write to us at
paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au.

Embrace life
beyond Sion

Privacy notice
Alumnae Association
collection notice
1. From time to time, the Our Lady
of Sion College Past Students’
Association may collect personal
information about you. The primary
purpose of collecting this information
is to enable us to inform you about
our activities and the activities of Our
Lady of Sion College, and to keep
alumnae members informed about
other members.
2. We must have the information
referred to above to enable us to
continue your membership of the
Past Students’ Association.

4. The Our Lady of Sion College Past
Students’ Association may publish
details and/or photographs of you in
Sionians: Beyond the Cherry Gates,
the College Newsletter, College
social media channels, and on the
College website. If you do not agree
to this, please advise us now.
5. The College’s Privacy Policy
contains details of how you may
seek access to personal information
collected about you or how you
may complain about a breach of the
APPs.
6. If you provide personal
information to us about other
people, we encourage you to inform
them of the above matters.

3. As you know, from time to time
we engage in fundraising activities.
The information received from you
may be used to make an appeal
to you. It may also be used by Our
Lady of Sion College to assist in its
fundraising activities. If you do not
agree to this, please advise us now.

Stay in touch
Contact us! We love visitors and
hearing news from our past students.
We also encourage all past students
to provide the College with current
details to ensure our database is up
to date:
Email:
paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au
Archivist:
snicholson@sion.catholic.edu.au
Please like us on Facebook for past
student events and updates:
www.facebook.com/SionPSA
or for College news and events:
www.facebook.com/OurLadyofSion
or follow us on Twitter:
@SionTweets.

Reunion of Form 1, 1963 (Form 6, 1968)
As well as attending the Back to Sion Day celebrations on 19 May 2018, Julie Reynolds (nee Taggart), Leonie Nolan
(nee Prouse) and Sadie Grindle (nee Honeyman) are looking to invite anyone who began at Our Lady of Sion in Form
1, 1963, or who joined that cohort in the following years, to an additional reunion on Saturday 3 March 2018.
If you attended Sion as part of this cohort (i.e. as a Form 1 student in 1963, through to Form 6 in 1968), and would
like to attend the reunion, please contact Julie, Leonie or Sadie directly at the following details:
Julie Reynolds
0432 367 762

Leonie Nolan
0408 850 005

Sadie Grindle
0423 121 800

They would love to catch up!

Left: Form 6 on the last day of school in 1968
Right: Class of 1968 at their 40th reunion in 2008
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