
 

Dear Sionians 
It is with a deep sense of gratitude and excitement that I welcome you to the first 
edition of our Sionian magazine for 2016. As the new Principal of Our Lady of 
Sion College, I hope this beginning will be a chance to reflect on the joys and 
achievements the College has experienced in recent times under the leadership 
of Karen Jebb and together with the current staff, students and families, envision 
my hopes and dreams for the journey I have now commenced at the College. 
 

I look forward to leading our community as we work together in developing young 
women who not only have a heart for the world but who also possess the cour-
age, knowledge, skills and personal attributes to positively transform it. I have 
been inspired by Fr Theodore Ratisbonne’s story, and the history and charism of 
the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion. Our world needs strong, discerning and compas-
sionate women who are prepared to address the many issues which mitigate 
against a just and peaceful society. It is a privilege to lead a community that will 
support our students to become all they are called to be.  
 

I am pleased to announce the 2016 College theme is “Speaking the Truth in 
Love”, a theme which will be very familiar to our past students. The letter to the 
Ephesians from which our College motto and 2016 theme is taken is a call to 
understanding, unity, and maturity. This requires us to respect and appreciate 
our uniqueness as well as that which binds us as humans and God’s people.  
 

You will recall that last year we opened our new Miriam Theatre. I am pleased to 
inform you that the beautiful Miriam sculpture – the final element of this building 
- was installed earlier this year and recently blessed by Fr Mark Reynolds, our 
College Chaplain. The ceremony was well attended by Board members, the Sis-
ters, current staff, students and families as well as the artist who designed the 
sculpture, Gael O’Leary. The sculpture invites us to engage with a very powerful 
role model within the Christian and Jewish traditions and will provide many     
generations of current and future Sion students with spiritual and artistic inspira-
tion. 
American Jewish poet and author Peninnah Schram tells us that “Since story 
telling is a dialogue, shared stories create more understanding; bring people 
closer together as a community; and serve as a string that binds one heart to 
another”. 
 

 Relationships and community are vital elements of a Sionian education. Dia-
logue, discernment, creativity, and working for justice and peace are elements 

which are not only important for our students but vital to my work as an educator 
and as a leader. 
 

I am excited by the opportunity to lead a community that is supportive and inclu-
sive and I look forward to supporting our students to achieve excellent outcomes 
in the fields of their choice.  
 

I also look forward to developing my relationship with the many past students 
who form such a rich part of the College’s story and history. I would like to explore 
ways that we can foster this relationship and provide opportunities for strength-
ening together the legacy the Sisters have bestowed upon us. 
 

I take this opportunity to introduce myself and share my story with past students. 
I was educated within the Catholic education system and attended Sacred Heart 
Girls’ College in Oakleigh. I began teaching in 1982 within the state system but 
have been teaching within Catholic schools since 1993. Our Lady of Sion College 
is the third secondary all-girls school in which I have taught. I bring many experi-
ences with me, including a range of leadership positions. Most recently I have 
held Deputy Principal roles in Learning and Teaching as well as Student Wellbe-
ing. I am married with two adult children. 
 

At this point in time, I am cognizant that I have become part of a very special 
story and that I am called to continue to make a contribution to this story. The 
name of our school – Our Lady of Sion - reflects who we are and what we stand 
for. It points to the very important work that we do as a faith-filled learning com-
munity for trans-
forming our world 
t h r o u g h  o u r 
young women. I 
ask for God’s 
blessing and your 
support as valued 
past students of 
the College as I 
begin my time of 
leadership at Our 
Lady of Sion Box 
Hill. 
 
Tina  
Apostolopoulos 
Principal 

From the President 
I'm really pleased to be able to serve as President of the Past Students' Commit-
tee for 2016. We are a small but engaged group and we would love to have more 
members. The meetings are lively and we have an annual movie fundraiser that 
is a lot of fun. 
 
A big thanks to Jordan Roberts who was President in 2015. Jordan is currently 
travelling in Europe and we wish her safe and happy travels. 
 
It was great to meet the College's new principal Tina Apostolopoulos at our recent 
Past Students' Committee AGM. One of the ideas that came from our meeting 
was to try and develop a mentoring program between past Sionians and current 
students and possibly hold a special breakfast at some stage in the future. If you 
feel you could offer some time and professional advice as part of this idea please 
contact Robyn McCann at paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au. 
 
And finally it was a pleasure to chat with Emily Wans, who is the  
recipient  of the 2015 Daughter of Sion award. Emily, who is now in Year 9,  
decided to donate the $500 award prize to a brain cancer research charity,   
 

after her 15-year-old 
cousin was diagnosed 
with the condition.  
 
Thankfully Emily's 
cousin had successful 
surgery and is now 
recovering well. 
 
Please see article on  
page 4. 
 
Emily Webb 
President 
Past Students’  
Association 
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Past Student News 
Past Pupil No. 222 Elaine Heeney nee Harvey Recently Year 9 students celebrated the launch of the Significant 

People, Significant Lives project.  As part of the project, students 
were required to interview a person they considered to be im-
portant in their life.  
 

Amelia and Guilia chose Elaine Heeney nee Harvey, Past Pupil 
no. 222 of Notre Dame de Sion 1941 – 1951. Elaine became a 
Nurse, a lifelong dream, after being an exceptional student at 
Our Lady of Sion College. 
 

The students were required to interview their significant person 
and provide an overview of their life. Based on their interview the 
students wrote a biography and created an artistic representa-
tion of their chosen person, which was then displayed in the front 
garden of the College.  The students were delighted that this pro-
ject enabled them to spend time with Elaine. 
 

“Elaine is one of the many inspiring women who helped shape 
our school to make it how it is today” wrote Guilia. 
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On the afternoon of Saturday, 21 May, over 80 past stu-
dents and staff from the years of 2006, 1996, 1986, 
1976 and 1966 visited Our Lady of Sion College for tours, 
talk and lots of reminiscing.  We had a fabulous turnout to 
the inaugural yearly event. It was a most enjoyable after-
noon and it was interesting to hear the stories of how stu-
dents have moved on to exciting studies and careers and 
to hear about their beautiful families. Past students 
laughed all the way around the tours, telling delightful 
little stories about their time in the various rooms and 
places, as well as expressing amazement at the wonderful 
things that have stayed the same and those that have 
been updated and changed. 
 

More photos and stories can be viewed on the  
PSA Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/SionPSA 

 

2016 Reunion  
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L—R: Patsy Crotty,  
Sr PatriciaWatson and Pat Kostelic nee Keary 



 

 

 

Past Teacher of Mathematics, Margaret Seenan, fondly remem-
bered one of her students Janine Doggett, Class of 1993, so much 
so that she enquired as to whether we had Janine’s details, to per-
haps get in contact .  
 

We put the two in touch and as a result there was a fabulous reun-
ion between them both in New York!  Janine now has a career as an 
international pilot and was fortunate enough to fly Margaret and her 
sister home. 
 

Janine kindly emailed us after the event to say; 
 

“You may not know, but Ms Seenan had a significant influence on 
my success with a flying career. So to fly her and her sister Mary 
home from New York was a special treat. It was also nice to be able 
to turn the tables and say “step into my office”. 
 

This amazing photograph is the result of a fantastic connection 
formed all those years ago. 

 

 

International Reunion 
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Photos shown here are some of the photos taken of current and past staff and students of 1966, 1976, 1986, 1996 and 2006 



 

How did it feel when you found out you had been chosen for the Daughter of Sion 
award?  
When I received the award, I was honestly shocked and honoured. I re-
member thinking before the awards were read out, 'what if I actually re-
ceived this award?' Then when Mr Newcomb read out my name, it sound-
ed a bit different so I couldn't tell whether it was actually me or not. I then 
got up and received the award, and I was completely and utterly shocked. 

Tell me about the charity you are going to donate the prize money to?  
I have decided to donate the $500 to brain cancer research. This is a 
charity that is very close to my heart. Near the end of term one this year, 
my cousin was diagnosed with brain cancer at the age of 15. It was a very 
scary and anxious time. Luckily, her operation went well and she doesn't 
need any more surgery or any chemotherapy, and she is doing really well. I 
want other families to have the opportunity to experience this happy end-
ing, and that is why I have chosen to give the money to this charity. 

What do you enjoy most about being a student at Sion?  
What I enjoy most about being a 
student at Sion are the opportu-
nities given to me. There are so 
many things that I can get in-
volved in and so many ways I 
can expand my knowledge and 
talents. I also love all of the 
staff, and how I can always ask 
them things. I feel like the Sion 
community is one big family and 
it is such a wonderful place to 
be in, and I am so glad that my 
two younger sisters (Libby in 
Year 3 and Caitlin in Year 7) will 
get to be a part of this family 
too. 

How old are you, what year are you in? 

I am 14 years of age and I am 
currently in Year 9 (I was in Year 
8 when I received the award). 

         From the Archives            Communications       
Do you know the years these photos were taken or can you name any of the stu-
dents?  Please email below with any information. 
 

Sandy Nicholson -  
College Archivist 
snicholson@sion.catholic.edu.au 

Donations of past uniforms, pho-
tographs, books, awards or any 
other memorabilia of significance 
to the College are always wel-
come. Please contact Sandy 
Nicholson on the email above. 
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2015 Daughter of Sion Award 
Emily Wans 

Privacy Notice 
Alumni Association Collection  

Notice 

1. From time to time, the Our Lady of Sion College 
Past Students’ Association may collect personal 
information about you.  The primary purpose of 
collecting this information is to enable us to inform 
you about our activities and the activities of Our 
Lady of Sion College, and to keep alumni members 
informed about other members.  

2. We must have the information referred to above 
to enable us to continue your membership of the 
Past Students’ Association. 

3. As you know, from time to time we engage in 
fundraising activities.  The information received 
from you may be used to make an appeal to you. It 
may also be used by Our Lady of Sion College to 
assist in its fundraising activities. If you do not 
agree to this, please advise us now.  

4. The Our Lady of Sion College Past Students’ As-
sociation may publish details and/or photographs 
about you in The Sionian, the College newsletter, 
College Social Media and on the College website. If 
you do not agree to this you must advise us now.  

5. The School's Privacy Policy contains details of 
how you may seek access to personal information 
collected about you or how you may complain about 
a breach of the APPs. 

6. If you provide personal information to us about 
other people, we encourage you to inform them of 
the above matters. 

SIONIANS 

The next meeting for the  
Past Students Association will be held on  

Tuesday 9 August  
in the Ratisbonne Board Room @ 7.00pm 

ALL WELCOME 
 

Please like us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/

SionPSA 
 

or follow us on twitter  @SionTweets   
 

 

Providing or updating your contact details 
We encourage all Our Lady of Sion alumnae to 
provide the College with their current details to 

ensure the  
College database is up to date.   

Email address is preferable. 
You can do this via email to  

paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au 
 

 

 


