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The 2020-21 season was met with great challenges, significant organizational changes and surprising 
and meaningful successes. 

In January 2021, Rachel Aberle was appointed the third Artistic Director of Green Thumb Theatre – at 
the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. While the leadership transition was a smooth and exciting one, 
leading an organization through a global health crisis definitely came with its challenges. 

With in-person touring still on hold, we had the gift of time on our side to reflect on important 
conversations taking place throughout the sector and society at large. We engaged Amal Rana of 
Cambium Arts & Education to develop and lead extensive staff and board Racial Equity Training 
sessions. A racial equity community survey was circulated to Green Thumb alumni, staff and 
board and this community feedback informed our training. Leadership and the board released a 
comprehensive list of organization Action Items to forward racial equity within our organization and a 
new Anti-Oppression & Anti-Harassment Policy was created. Our inaugural Accountability Report can 
be found at greenthumb.bc.ca/accountabilityreport for updates on the progress of our Action Items.

With all of our programming in a state of unknown, we significantly pivoted our teen programming 
from in-person touring to a digital model, with the support of the Canada Council Digital Fund, 
exploring livestreaming with a dedicated beta testing phase in the fall of 2020. With its success, 
we committed to a one week digital “tour” of Rachel Aberle’s STILL/FALLING in the spring of 2021, in 
conjunction with National Mental Health Week, with Anxiety Canada joining us for post-show panel 
discussions. Building off that success, we conducted a livestream workshop of Michael P. Northey’s 
CRANKED, an incredibly ambitious undertaking given the scope of the show’s technical requirements.

Still unable to tour plays into elementary schools, we took this opportunity to connect with elementary 
schools in a different capacity, offering a stunning colouring book adaptation of the beloved Green 
Thumb play, CELESTIAL BEING by Dave Deveau. The play was adapted into a ten-page colouring book 
with whimsical illustrations by BC based artist Cecil Ward and was delivered free of charge to over 
20,000 elementary school students across 45 different communities in BC. 

We also had the ability to significantly increase our new play development initiatives, running the 
first ever pilot Playwrights’ Gym – a four-week paid training program for emerging to mid-career 
playwrights to hone their skills as writers specifically for Theatre for Young Audience touring plays. We 
also had the great opportunity to host a number of new play development workshops this season.  

We also continued to reach youth across the province with a brand new partnership with the BC 
Library Association’s Summer Reading Club inviting youth to “crack the case” and submit endings 
for Michele Riml and Michael St. John Smith’s MISADVENTURE AT THE LIGHTHOUSE. The experience 
culminated in a livestreamed reading of the play and three select youth endings, with twelve of 
Vancouver’s most celebrated actors. This initiative reached 72 communities in BC, and provided youth 
opportunities to create artwork and play games based on the story.

As we enter into the 2021-22 season, there are still many uncertainties ahead. One thing we do know is 
that we will continue our mandated work to bring professional live theatre to youth, regardless of their 
socio-economic status or geographical location. While the process will look different, the high artistic 
quality our audiences are used to will remain a constant. 

We are incredibly proud of the work that has come out of the organization this season, and the 
perseverance and dedication the team continues to show. Thank you to the staff and board of 
directors for your unwavering support during this most unprecedented time.

Rachel Aberle            Breanne Harmon         Cheryle Beaumont
Artistic Director       General Manager        Board President
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https://www.greenthumb.bc.ca/resources/anti-oppression-anti-harrassment-policy
https://www.greenthumb.bc.ca/resources/anti-oppression/accountability-report


Still/Falling Livestream 
“Thank you so much for being so accommodating for our school and for touching on such delicate topics. 
It was incredible to witness such amazing acting! It gave us things to discuss as a class and to help them 
realize they are not alone in their suffering when they experience these feelings. Thank you so much, again!” 
– Linda Ludbrook, Alternate School Teacher, Clearwater Secondary

“Thank you for bringing such beautiful work and struggling to make it accessible during COVID. What you 
are doing matters and is bigger than you realize. Thank you.” 
– Charles Harris, Fine Arts Department Head and Drama Teacher, Archbishop Carney Regional Secondary School

“I had the opportunity to be mentored by Ruth Bruhn as the Assistant Production Manager during the 
spring and early summer of 2021. I had the chance to learn new skills (along with other folks in the theatre 
community), especially related to digital project production. Theatre has been evolving and digitizing 
rapidly for the last decade, and these livestream projects are just another unique tool in our belt for sharing 
art and theatre with our communities. I feel so lucky to be a part of it all!” 
- Siobhan Powell, Assistant Production Manager on STILL/FALLING livestream and CRANKED workshop

TESTIMONIALS

Top Left: Production Manager Ruth Bruhn and Assistant Production Manager Siobhan Powell in rehearsals for STILL/FALLING by Rachel Aberle.
Middle: Post-show discussion panel (L- R) Anxiety Canada Champion John Bateman, Registered Clinical Counsellor Christine M. Yu, Mental Health Advocate and 
Researcher Shilpa Narayan, Performer Lisa Baran
Right: Production Manager Ruth Bruhn and actor Lisa Baran in rehearsals for STILL/FALLING by Rachel Aberle

Playwrights’ Gym
“Green Thumb’s Playwrights’ Gym has been an absolute gift of a program to 
be in…I’ve been able to harness my creativity in such a safe environment, hone 
how to give feedback and articulate my thoughts, and have received a wealth 
of inspiration from my fellow playwright peers and Rachel, as well as make 
connections with other theatre writing professionals. To say that I have learned and 
grown immensely is honestly an understatement. All of the above have been so 
beneficial and humbling for myself as an emerging artist still navigating what sort 
of hats I want to put on in my career, and my perspective has broadened above 
and beyond in regards to how I want to create art, what kind of art I wish to create, 
and the art that I wish to be a part of”
- Katie Voravong, 2021 Playwrights’ Gym ParticipantKatie Voravong



Colouring Book 
“This was my first real go at making a colouring book, as well as so many 
consistent full page illustrations, and I enjoyed learning through it the ways 
formatting and style could be played around with within such a project! 
The people at Green Thumb were wonderful to work with, and made my first 
professional artist job as great an experience as one could ask for.”
– Cecil Ward, Emerging Artist and Colouring Book Illustrator

BC Summer Reading Club
“For over 30 years, the BC Summer Reading Club 
has worked with local public libraries to bring an 
engaging, interactive, and inclusive literacy program 
to children and their families all over the province. 
This program has become a tradition and summer 
highlight for many of our participants and BC SRC 
is always looking at ways to provide new and fun 
learning opportunities for our participants. This is 
where partnerships become key to our program 
because they allow us to explore new ideas beyond 
the traditional scope of our program. 

“I am so proud of my daughter! She spent weeks of writing and revisions to 
her ending of the play. Thank you for the most WONDERFUL opportunity.”

We also received messages like this from participants:

“I’m more excited than I have been all summer!!! The play ending was a lot 
of fun to make!!!”

“We also want to acknowledge that for many of the children who 
participated in the event may not have access to local theatre and this 
was an opportunity to explore and try something new that sparked their 
imagination and creativity. And we hope that Green Thumb Theatre has 
inspired them to explore playwriting, acting, directing, and more. We want 
to thank Green Thumb Theatre for their world class professionalism and 
all the hard work and talent that went into creating MISADVENTURE AT THE 
LIGHTHOUSE.”
- Stephanie Usher (Provincial Coordinator, BC Summer Reading Club) and Cynthia Ford 
(BC Library Association Project Coordinator)

MISADVENTURE AT THE LIGHTHOUSE cast and creative team

It was an absolute pleasure and honour to partner with Green Thumb Theatre for our mystery themed 
program this year. To say that we were impressed is an understatement for what an amazing production 
their team put on for Misadventure at the Lighthouse, we were blown away by the creativity and 
professionalism from everyone on staff, as well as the cast and crew. 

COVID-19 has impacted everything and libraries are no exception. BC public libraries and their 
programming opportunities have been greatly affected, so we wanted to ensure we provided virtual 
programs and activities for those families who were unable to make it to their local library this summer. 
And what a wonderful opportunity to provide our participants with a way to not only explore the world of 
theatre, but try their hand at playwriting with the possibility of having their work performed by a live cast! It 
was such a joy to read and look at all of the submitted play endings and artwork entries and realizing just 
how much thought and care each participant put into their submissions. Many parents and caregivers 
have shared their gratitude for the program, including one parent who shared the following message:”

An artwork entry by a MISADVENTURE AT 
THE LIGHTHOUSE participant



Financials
EARNED REVENUE
Tour Revenue    $3,107
Rental Income    $0
Endowment & Investment  $262
Sundry (Misc.)    $(344)

Subtotal                                  $3,025

CONTRIBUTED REVENUE
 
Government Funding   $690,741
Government Wage & Rent Subsidy            $230,137
Foundations    $6,500
Corporations    $25,000
Individuals    $5,389 

Subtotal    $960,792

Total Revenue    $960,792

EXPENSES
Program Expenses   $594,627
Administrative Expenses  $302,825
Facility & Amortization                  $58,611

Subtotal    $956,792

Total Revenue    $960,792
Total Expenses                   $956,063
Surplus (Deficit)    $4,729
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Green Thumb Theatre creates and produces plays that explore 
social issues relevant to the lives of children, youth, and young 

adults. We provide theatre that celebrates the language and 
stories of today’s generation and culture to stimulate empathy, 
debate, and critical thinking.

2020-21 productions were made possible by the following supporters

BC Gaming

Community Partners

For more information about our supporters, please visit 
https://www.greenthumb.bc.ca/support/our-funders

https://www.greenthumb.bc.ca/support/our-funders


Still/Falling: 
Lisa Baran. Photo by Sarah Race.
Celestial Being: Artwork by Cecil Ward.
Misadventure at the Lighthouse: 
Artwork by Valerie Thai.
Playwrights’ Gym participants: (Top 
L-R) Issiah Bull Bear, Ashley Cook, Alisha 
Davidson, Bottom (L-R) Laura Anne 
Harris, Hannah Johnson, Katie Voravong

2,233   
Digital Livestream of STILL/FALLING for secondary schools and 
the public – 2,233 audience members and 25 schools in 14 
communities reached.

STATISTICS

CELESTIAL BEING colouring book for elementary schools – distributed 
to 24,224 students in 208 schools across 45 communities.

Cumulative for all 2020-21 Shows

24,224

72
MISADVENTURE AT THE LIGHTHOUSE digital play presentation in 
collaboration with the British Columbia Library Association – shared 
via 72 libraries across BC, included 23 student participants who 
submitted endings.

Pilot PLAYWRIGHTS’ GYM brought together 6 emerging and mid-
career playwrights for a four-week paid writing intensive to develop 
skills to create work for young audiences, featuring three speaker 
sessions with established professionals.

6

First ever GREEN ROOM professional speaker series virtually 
connected secondary school classes and educators for Q&As 
with playwrights, actors, stage managers, and designers.

7 sessions

Quick Stats:
Total schools reached:  238+
Total students reached:  26,623+
Total cities/communities reached:  72
Total number of outside artists & contractors: 101
76 Awards to date!

As a touring company, Green Thumb Theatre’s work often takes place throughout the 
traditional homelands of most of the Indigenous Nations and cultures across British 
Columbia and beyond. Green Thumb’s offices are located on the traditional, ancestral 
and unceded territory of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam),  Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and 
səl̓ílwətaʔɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.


