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Using this guide
Green Thumb is committed to telling stories that spark thought and provoke dialogue. To us, a really successful show gets people
talking. The following study guide is intended to help teachers facilitate classroom discussions before and after the performance.
This study guide will help you decide how to prepare your students to see NEW CANADIAN KID, as well as give you information
and resources to deepen your knowledge of topics and information in the play. This guide looks deeper into understanding the
themes of the play through pre and post show questions, activities and discussions around the main topics of the show: friendship,
bullying, racism and inclusion.

“With elegance of writing and
considerable wit, the play highlights
children’s difficulties with prejudice,
playground bullying, competition and the
feeling of being alone and different.”
- Mary Gillis, The Peace Arch News

“NEW CANADIAN KID is a perceptive
and sharply written show that offers
a powerful but not preachy lesson on
prejudice and understanding.”
- Donna Freedman, Anchorage Daily News

“I learned from the show that you should
never judge anyone by what colour they
are or what country they come from. We
can learn to appreciate other cultures if
we try.”
- Student, Wickaninnish School, British Columbia
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Show Etiquette and Tips

PREPARING STUDENTS FOR THE PLAY

Sometimes when young people attend a live theatrical performance for the first time, they may not realize that it’s different from
watching a movie or a television show.
With live theatre, the performers are right in front of the audience, and can see if someone is moving around or hear if they’re
speaking during the performance. To prevent these types of disruptions, please remind your students that they are watching real
people on stage. Please remind your students to use the bathroom before the show and to not talk or move too much during the
performance. Let them know that part of being a good audience member is expressing their feelings about what they see, and
that they’re more than encouraged to react to the action onstage - laughing if they think something is funny or gasping if they’re
surprised. Reactions are what make live theatre so much fun for everyone!

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

This study guide contains activities and worksheets that will connect the play to the lessons in your classroom. In keeping with
BC’s curriculum, they address the Communication and Thinking Core Competencies with particular connection to the Social
Responsibility Core Competency.
The activities in this study guide incorporate Big Ideas in the following curricular areas:
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
• Language and story can be a source of creativity and joy (K-7)
• Through listening and speaking we connect with others and share our world (K-2)
• Exploring stories helps us understand ourselves and make connections to others and to the world (3-7)

“This was just about the most
wonderful, to the heart program
I’ve ever seen - Marvelous.”
- Teacher, Central Islip Elementary, New York
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Synopsis
Nick has just arrived in Canada from the imaginary country of Homeland. In Canada, Nick has to learn a new language, new
customs, and how to navigate fitting in at a new school in a brand new country; all while still remaining true to who he is.
CHARACTERS:
Mom: A woman from Homeland
Nick: Her son
Mencha: A Canadian girl
Mog: A Canadian boy

A Note from the Playwright
DENNIS FOON

In the Spring of 1980, a teacher named Carole Tarlington asked me to work with a group of
her students at Lord Roberts Elementary School in Vancouver. The purpose of the workshop
was to create a play on the experience of immigrant children in Canada.
The children, mostly immigrants themselves, interviewed other New Canadians who spoke
about their own experiences. The resulting transcripts were then edited by the children, and
a script, Immigrant Children Speak, was developed. This piece was then performed by the
drama club in the school.
My original intention was that Green Thumb Theatre would produce this script using
professional adult actors, but the director, Jane Howard Baker, had a different idea. She
wanted me to create a new script using an idea of hers: let the Canadians speak gibberish
and the immigrants speak English so that the audience would feel the experience through the
immigrants’ eyes.
Any person coming into a new country experiences tremendous culture shock, a trauma that is intensified by negative reactions coming
from people already residing in the country. It is my hope that NEW CANADIAN KID gives audiences a better understanding and
identification with the problems of coming to a country for the first time. For this reason, I did not choose a specific country but tried to
focus on the situations I felt seemed to be shared by many immigrants.
Finally, great credit must go to the numerous people who contributed to the development of the play over the years. In particular, the
original Mencha (Wendy Noel) and Mog (Colin Thomas) came up with the idea of using word-play in the gibberish. As time passed, I
directed many subsequent productions continually revising the script – and each new cast put their unique stamp on the gibberish.
And overseas productions demanded their own words for things: In England, the shlamstick (hockey stick) became a crotchet botch
(cricket bat); in Denmark, the gerseglob gipper (baseball bat) became batman-pine-e-robin (badminton racquet and birdie) – changes
all in keeping with the topicalization of the play. NEW CANADIAN KID has been performed throughout Canada, the USA, UK, Sweden,
Denmark, Hong Kong, Singapore, Australia, and New Zealand – and the gibberish has continued to evolve wherever it goes.
And I have continued to revise the script because for all its simplicity, NEW CANADIAN KID is a very compressed little play that has
taken me a long time to get almost right.
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PRE-PERFORMANCE QUESTIONS
1. What does the title NEW CANADIAN KID suggest to you? What do you think the play will be about?
2. Does your family have any traditions?
3. Have you ever moved before?
4. What are some ways you can think of to make friends with someone new?
5. Do you, or anyone you know, speak another language? What language is it?

POST-PERFORMANCE QUESTIONS
1. Who was your favourite character in NEW CANADIAN KID? Why?
2. Did you understand what Mencha and Mog were saying? If you did, how did you figure it out?
3. What are some of the characters’ strengths?
4. Why do you think Mog is so mean to Nick?
5. How did all the characters change over the course of the play?
6. At the end of the play, Nick just ignores Mog’s bullying. What are some other ways you can deal with a bully?
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“We have found this presentation beneficial in helping children relate in a multicultural setting...it helps foster
understanding among diverse, often antagonistic racial groups. I highly recommend this ingenious play.”
- Dennis Tupman, Vancouver School Board, British Columbia

Some que stions that might come up af ter the show:
What is Homeland?
Homeland is a fictitious country where Nick and his Mom lived before they moved to Canada. In NEW CANADIAN KID,
people from Homeland are referred to as ‘Homelanders’, in the same way people from Canada are called ‘Canadians’ or
how people from America are called ‘Americans’.
What is Gibberish?
Gibberish is a made up language that is often unrecognizable. Read the Playwright’s Note to learn more about why they
decided to use gibberish in the play.
What is an Immigrant?
An immigrant is someone who comes to live permanently in a foreign country.
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Discussions

CLASS DISCUSSION #1:
BULLYING

WHAT IS BULLYING?

Bullying is when someone hurts someone else on purpose, usually more than once, in order to make them feel bad.
Have your students brainstorm some ideas of instances they define as bullying. Reinforce that there are no wrong answers. If it makes
them feel sad or scared or hurt, then it is valid. Bullying is serious. Because of this we have taken definitions and activities right from the
Government of Canada website. The full page can be found here: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/bullying/bullyingprevention-programs.html
Physical
• Hitting
• Kicking
• Punching
• Pushing/Shoving
• Stealing

Psychological - Verbal
• Insults
• Name-calling
• Threats
• Comments about how someone looks or talks
• Comments about someone’s ethnicity (culture,
colour, religion)

Psychological - Social
• Gossiping
• Rumours
• Ignoring
• Not including someone in group activities

As a class, brainstorm ways that someone could help others who might be being bullied. Examples include inviting them to eat lunch with
you, or play with you on the playground, or how to step in when a bully is calling someone names.
Power in Numbers - Did you know: When other children intervene in bullying, more than half of the time the bullying stops within 10 seconds.

FOR TEACHERS:
Some helpful things to say if bullying is happening in your classroom, from the Government of Canada website:
If the child is being bullied:
• “As soon as you get bullied, find an adult you trust and tell the adult what happened. It is your right to be safe.”
• “If you are afraid to tell an adult, ask a friend to go with you.”
• “Stay close to friends or children you know will stick up for you.”
• “Stay away from places where you know bullying happens.”
• “If bullying continues, walk away and join other children or ask someone for help.”
If the child sees someone else being bullied:
• “Speak out, you can help by telling the bully to stop - nobody deserves to be bullied.”
• “If you are afraid to speak out alone, ask a friend or many friends to do it with you.”
• “Comfort the person who was hurt, tell them they don’t deserve what happened.”
• “If you are afraid or speaking to the bully doesn’t work, find an adult you trust to help you.”
• “Help children who are bullied. Invite them to participate in your school activities - this will help them not feel like they are alone.”
Remind your students if they walk away and get help, they are part of the solution, but if they stay and watch, they are part of
the problem.
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CLASS DISCUSSION #2:
RACISM PART 1

Conversations about race and racism can be tricky but they are integral to educating young people about how
to be informed and compassionate members of society.
We are aware our shows tour to a large variety of schools within a variety of diverse communities. These conversation
topics have been created to work for the majority of educational landscapes across Canada, although we realize that
conversations surrounding racism require tailoring, and these specific examples may not work for every classroom. Please
feel free to make changes to reflect your own school’s diversity within the framework of these discussion topics

Throughout this discussion, we will look at
definitions of racism and discrimination and
some of the examples of racism found in NEW
CANADIAN KID.
We understand that conversations about
structural inequalities such as racism require
courage from both you as an educator, as well
as your students. It’s perfectly normal to feel
uncomfortable, but make sure to remind your
students that being uncomfortable doesn’t have
to mean being unsafe.
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CLASS DISCUSSION #2:
RACISM PART 2

Start by asking your students what they think racism is. Their answers can be as simple as: name calling, leaving
someone out, making fun of someone’s clothes because they look different than yours, etc.
Racism is a type of bullying, but it’s important to remember that racism can be both conscious and unconscious. Sometimes
racism can be the way we think about someone, or if we assume something about someone just because of their background or
the colour of their skin.
With young children it is important to keep the conversations surrounding racism simple. Encourage them to share things about
their own culture, things they do with their families, traditions they have, etc. Sharing these things with their classmates, and
hearing the variety of answers, will highlight that every family has different activities, stories, and traditions that mean a lot to
them. Encourage them to share and to recognize that what makes us different also makes us special.
Talk about the differences between racism and discrimination.
What is racism? Racism is the belief that some races are better than others, and the actions that can happen when someone
believes that.
What is discrimination? Discrimination is when someone treats another person differently or unfairly because of the person’s
gender, religion, nationality, culture or other personalized traits.
Examples of Racism in NEW CANADIAN KID:
In NEW CANADIAN KID, Mog is a bully to Nick. Read through these examples and have your students discuss them.
1. Mog not letting Nick play with him and Mencha because his dad says he can’t play with Homelanders.
2. Mog making fun of Nick’s food at lunch.
3. Mog writing the word ‘Sgak’ on Nick’s window.
4. When Mog makes fun of the way Nick pronounces words because English is his second language.
5. When Mog breaks Nick’s bowl.
All of these are examples of racism. Talk to your students about the affects of bullying and racism. What did they see in the play?
How did Nick react to these acts of racism?
Talk about how Mencha changed throughout the play. At first she made fun of Nick. Eventually she realized they weren’t that
different. Mencha and Nick became friends and Mog became the one who got left out.
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Acti vitie s

ACTIVITY #1:

MAKE A FLAG FOR HOMELAND
TOOLS: Paper, markers.
OBJECTIVES: To understand how flags are made and what their significance is.
CLASS TIME: 1 hour +
Have your students create flags for the imaginary country of Homeland.
Discuss the play and what they remember Nick saying about where he came from.
Where do they think Homeland is in the world? What is in Homeland? What colours do they think would be included on the flag?
What is a flag?
A flag is a piece of fabric, usually shaped like a rectangle, with distinctive designs and colours. There are flags for many different things
– we see them in different cities while travelling, in airports, outside of hospitals, on the beach, in schools. The first flags were made with
metal, so they didn’t wave in the wind like the ones today.
Fun Fact: Denmark has the oldest national flag still in use. The flag was certified in 1478! Canada didn’t unveil the flag we use
today as our official national flag until 1965.
Why do we have flags?
There are a lot of reasons to have flags. Flags show that we belong to a community, organization or nation and that we share beliefs, goals,
rules and regulations. Flags are national symbols. Almost every country has a specific flag to represent a national symbol. The first flags
were flown to tell others that we own a piece of land.
Fun Fact: Did you know that the flag of Nepal is the only world flag which is not rectangular or square shaped?
Many flags are made up of special symbols or colours that mean something specific to the place it represents. There are also many other
symbols used in world flags. The Canadian flag features a maple leaf between two red lines. The maple tree is Canada’s national tree, and
is also a nod to our natural resources, and the two red lines represent the oceans that are on either side of our country.
OLDER GRADES:
Have them individually, or in groups, pick a country and research their flag – what the different elements are and what the flag means.
Have them label their flags and display them around the classroom. You can choose to have them present to the class or in smaller groups.
Canadian Flag History: https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/flag-canada-history.html
Flags of the World: https://www.countries-ofthe-world.com/flags-of-the-world.html

WWW.GREENTHUMB.BC.CA

12

NEW CANADIAN KID
ACTIVITY #2:

MAKE A NATIONAL SPORT FOR HOMELAND
TOOLS: Paper, pens, sports equipment, etc.
OBJECTIVES: To pair physical activity with learning about the play. To learn and discuss different countries and what they’re
known for.
CLASS TIME: 1 hour +
Many countries across the world have national sports. Each of these sports are specific to the area, terrain, weather and people
who live in the country. For example, a country in the middle of Africa wouldn’t have hockey as their national sport.
What do you think the most common national sport is in the world?
Answer: Cricket and football (aka soccer) are tied, they are each the national sport of 15 different countries!
What do you think Canada’s national sport is?
We actually have two! The one that most people think of is hockey, which is correct! That is our official winter sport. Our official
summer sport is lacrosse. Have any of you ever played lacrosse before?
The country that Nick and his mom come from in NEW CANADIAN KID is a made up country called Homeland. In groups, have
students come up with a national sport for the country of Homeland. The sport can be based on a game that already exists, or a
brand new one they imagine themselves.
Give your students some time to think about the sport – they can draw pictures of how the sport is played, and if there is time,
present their sport to the class. Make sure they explain why that sport is the national sport for Homeland.
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ACTIVITY #3:

CANADIAN TOUR GUIDE
TOOLS: Paper, pens.
OBJECTIVES: To think about Canada and how coming to a new country could feel.
CLASS TIME: 30 – 40 minutes
In NEW CANADIAN KID, as Mencha and Nick become friends, she introduces him to Canadian things like the food we eat and
the sports we play. This makes Nick feel welcomed and included in his new life in Canada. Imagine you are showing someone
who is new to Canada around Vancouver (or use your imagination, and think the whole country!), what are the things you would
show them? What are things that we have that make us Canadian? Would it be the seawall? Stanley Park? The Parliament
Buildings in Ottawa or Victoria? An area that is culturally or historically important to your family or ancestors? One of our
many beautiful national parks? It could even be your favourite playground or restaurant in your neighbourhood.
Have your students map out 2-3 options, or a full day of sight-seeing. Then discuss why they chose these activities or places,
what makes these ‘Canadian’, and what you would want to share with someone who is new to our country.
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ACTIVITY #4:
LETTER HOME

TOOLS: Paper, pens, stickers, etc.
OBJECTIVES: To understand how it would feel to be away from home.
CLASS TIME: 45 minutes
When we meet Nick at the beginning of the play he is very homesick and misses his friends from Homeland.
Have your students imagine that they are Nick and have them write a letter to their best friend back in Homeland. What things
would you tell them about Canada? What are things you think someone new to this country would find different, fun, or scary?
Would you tell them about your school? About the food you are eating? About Mog and Mencha?
Use this activity as a chance for students to be creative and for them to think about what it would feel like to come to Canada
and see things for the first time. Have them think back to a time when they went somewhere new – whether that was to a new
school, a summer camp, a new playground, a birthday party with new people, etc. – what were some things that they noticed?
And as a fun second part of this activity, have your students write a letter to Green Thumb with their favourite things about the
play. Encourage your students to comment on elements of the play – like the design and acting, and ask us questions! Once you
mail the letters make sure you check your school’s mailbox to look for a reply from Green Thumb! For older grades who want to
write reviews on the play, make sure to reference our ‘write a review’ section on page 18!
Letter template on next page!

Green Thumb Theatre
5522 McKinnon St
Vancouver, BC
V5R 0B6
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Resources

https://www.bullyingcanada.ca/
An overview on bullying by the Canadian government. How to spot it, and solutions – as well as the national definition of what bullying is, and
the punishments that can follow.
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/bullying/how-recognize-bullying.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/bullying/bullying-ages-4-11.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/bullying/bullying-ages-12-17.html
Age specific anti-bullying activities and resources from the Government of Canada.
https://www.todaysparent.com/family/parenting/how-to-talk-to-kids-about-racism-an-age-by-age-guide/
Tips on how to talk to youth about racism. From a parent/child angle, but can be used in classrooms as well.
http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/general/TT%20Difficult%20Conversations%20web.pdf
A guide to talking about tolerance in the classroom. Tips on how to think about your own relationship with racism and how to talk candidly to
youth about hard topics.
https://www.kidsnewtocanada.ca/BEYOND/RESOURCES
Resources for youth who are new to Canada.
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/newcomers/services/index.asp
Resources, language courses, job opportunities and information for anyone new to Canada. Regionally specific function.
https://gv.ymca.ca/Programs/Categories/immigrant-services
YMCA resources for those who are new to Canada, including groups, information, and clubs for youth.
Link specific to Vancouver, but all YMCAs in urban centers offer these programs.
http://www.togethertolive.ca/engaging-newcomer-youth
Engaging newcomer youth with a focus on mental health resources and a suicide prevention hotline. Specific resources for LGBTQ+ immigrant
youth.
https://ccrweb.ca/en
Resources for youth who are new to Canada including groups and initiatives across the country, legal guidance and speaker series.
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/racism-parents-bullying-schools-1.4830056
Canadian article from 2018 speaking to the fact that racism happens in younger grades, and how teachers can help combat that and start
conversations surrounding race earlier in the classroom.
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SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS!
We love getting mail and your students’ feedback!
GREEN THUMB THEATRE:
Mailing address: 5522 McKinnon Street, Vancouver, BC, V5R 0B6
Email: info@greenthumb.bc.ca
Phone: 604-254-4055
Fax: 604-251-7002
Write a Letter!
Ask your students to write us a letter to share their thoughts and opinions on the performance of NEW CANADIAN KID.
Send it to us at Green Thumb!
Write a Review!
Have your students write a theatre review about this performance of NEW CANADIAN KID.
Send it in to us at Green Thumb!
A theatre review usually includes the following:
• A brief summary of the story.
• A comment on the quality of the play itself.
• A description of the costumes and set and a comment on whether these were interesting and appropriate.
• A comment on the actors’ portrayal of the characters and on the director’s skill at pulling the whole show together.
There are many examples of reviews in newspapers and online that you could use to introduce the concept and format of a theatre review.
Take a look at “How to Write a Play Review” on Wiki How.
http://www.wikihow.com/Write-a-Play-Review
CHECK US OUT ONLINE:

INSTAGRAM: @GREENTHUMBTHEATRE
FACEBOOK: /GREENTHUMBTHEATRE
TWITTER: @GR_THUMBTHEATRE
YOUTUBE: GREEN THUMB THEATRE

#NEWCANADIANKID
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THANK YOU!

