
Series: The Compelling Resistance 
Scripture and Background Information for August 14-20. 

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community 
Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the 
scripture below.  

This week we continue our series called “The Compelling Resistance.” During this series, 
we will go through passages that are applicable to contemporary issues that affect relationships, 
politics, and other important aspects of our lives and society. Today, we will look at a story in 
John 4 and discuss the way in which Jesus engages with a person who is living in sexual sin and 
the transformation He offers through His grace. 
 
Background for John 4:7-24: 

 
Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan woman at the well is a classic Bible story that 

beautifully display’s the pursuit of our Lord toward anyone in need of His grace. This interaction 
would have seemed scandalous to anyone looking at it from the outside. It was frowned upon for 
a rabbi to talk to a woman who wasn’t his wife. Not only this, but the woman was also a 
Samaritan and Jesus, as a Jew, should not have been talking with her (John 4:9). To add to this, 
the woman would have been seen as sexually promiscuous in society (John 4:17-18) and 
definitely not someone a man of Jesus’ esteem should have conversed with.  

Despite all of this, Jesus initiates a conversation with this woman. Throughout it, Jesus 
exhibits great love for her by offering her complete satisfaction in Him as the Messiah (John 
4:13-14, 26). Having accepted Jesus’ offer, the woman begins to proclaim Jesus as the Messiah 
to those in her hometown and many of them were saved because her testimony led them to seek 
Jesus out for themselves (John 4:39-42). 
 
Insights and questions to engage with the text: 
 
1. In verses 7-15, Jesus initiates a conversation with a Samarian woman. What is surprising 

about this conversation? What does it mean for Jesus to offer this woman living water? What 
is significant about the woman’s response? 

2. In verses 16-24, Jesus’ conversation with the woman takes a turn. How does Jesus engage 
with the woman after she asks for the living water? In what way does Jesus address the 
sexual sin that the woman is living in? 

3. Throughout this series we have looked at how to address multiple different topics within the 
intersection of convictions, compassion, and courage. How do you see Jesus displaying these 
qualities in his interaction with the Samaritan woman? How can we follow Jesus’ example 
and engage with others in our world regarding sexual with all three of these characteristics? 
 

Note: Sexual sin is a prominent part of the world we live in. It impacts both secular and religious 
cultures alike. Therefore, it is all the more important that we live in both grace and truth when 
confronting the topic of sexuality. In John 4, Jesus provides a great example of how to engage 
others when discussing sexuality. We would be wise to follow His example. 


