
Series: The Compelling Resistance 
Scripture and Background Information for July 24-30. 

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community Group 
Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the scripture below.  

This week we begin a new series called “The Compelling Resistance.” Over the next few weeks, 
we will go through passages that are applicable to contemporary issues that affect relationships, politics, 
and other important aspects of our lives. This week we will be focusing on 1 Peter 2:21-25 and what it 
looks like to be non-retaliatory in our interactions with others. 
 
Background for 1 Peter 2:21-25: 

 
1 Peter was written to multiple groups of Christians who were facing various persecutions 

because of their allegiance to Jesus. Because of the audience’s circumstances, a major theme of this letter 
is suffering and, more specifically, Peter spends much of 1 Peter discussing what it means to endure 
persecution righteously while being treated unjustly. 

 
In the context surrounding today’s passage, Peter gives practical advice to different groups within 

his audience about how to live in harmony with each other and the world around them (3:8). He tells his 
audience to submit themselves to every human institution (2:13), servants to submit to their masters 
(2:18), and for husbands and wives to treat each other well in their marriages (3:1,7). Peter gives this 
advice to his audience because they are already being persecuted ignorantly and doesn’t want to give the 
authorities nor the people around them reasons to treat them poorly. 
 

With this in mind, verses 21-25 gives the reasoning and purpose behind this teaching to live in 
harmony with others, even those who are hostile. Peter uses the example of Jesus, who suffered greatly 
and was crucified unjustly, to show what a life of non-retaliation could look like and the affects Christ’s 
suffering has on his people. 
 
Insights and questions to engage with the text: 
 
1. Think of examples when Jesus interacts with those who opposed him (religious and political leaders, 

general people he interacted with, those who called for his crucifixion, etc.). How did he typically 
respond in these situations? 
 

2. What is compelling about the example Jesus presents for us when dealing with hostility from others? 
How does the fact that Jesus has healed us through his suffering impact our mindset when interacting 
with others who disagree with us? 

 
3. What situations and people in your life are you tempted to retaliate against? If we are called to 

struggle righteously by not retaliating, what are some good ways we can respond to hostile situations 
and people? 
 

Note: Every one of us has been in situations where we have wanted to retaliate against someone. We live 
in a world that is saturated with hostility so we can’t avoid it. However, as Christians, we can choose to 
respond towards the hostilities we face in a different and righteous way. Following the example of Jesus 
we can be a people defined by non-retaliation as we seek to be ambassadors of the Gospel. A Gospel that 
brings peace even in the most hostile situations and to the most hostile people. 


