
Series: I Need a Vocation 
Scripture and Background Information for June 26-July 2. 

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community Group 
Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the scripture below.  

This week we begin a new series called, “Cat Got Your Tongue?” Over the next few weeks, we 
will be talking about vital aspects of sharing our faith with others as we do a deep dive into 
Colossians 4:2-6. This week the focus is on verses 2-3 and the prayers we lift up for those who 
need to be introduced to Jesus. 
 
Background for Colossians 4:2-4: 

 
The book of Colossians was written by Paul to combat false teachings that were being 

applied to people within the Colossian church. For most of the first three chapters Paul spends 
his time discussing the issues with this poor philosophy and pointing the Colossians towards the 
truth of who Jesus is and the Gospel which He has brought to us. However, starting in Colossians 
3:18, Paul begins to get practical on how believers are to live in light of the truth He is 
proclaiming. From 3:18-4:1, Paul gives advice to distinct groups of people on how they should 
respond to his teaching. Then, in our passage for this series (4:2-6), Paul begins to write more 
broadly to the church as a whole. In this section, Paul is very concerned with how Christians are 
engaging people who are not Christians with the Gospel. He wants the Colossians to be prayerful 
and wise in their interactions with outsiders so that they may present Jesus to them well. 

 
In our verses for today (4:2-4), Paul focuses on the role of prayer when trying to present 

the Gospel to those who aren’t believers. He shows that prayer is meant to be both individually 
and communally encouraging as we seek to share our faith with those around us who need Jesus 
desperately. 
 
Insights and questions to engage with the text: 
1. Paul commands the Colossians to “devote” (NASB) themselves to prayer. Is he speaking to them as 

individuals, the church as a community, or both? Why does Paul encourage them to be devoted in 
prayer?  

2. What does Paul mean when he encourages the Colossians to be alert or watchful in prayer? What are 
they supposed to be watchful of? How does thanksgiving impact our prayers? 

3. What is significant about Paul asking for the Colossians to pray for him and his companions? How 
can communal encouragement in prayer impact our ability and desire to share the Gospel? 

4. Based on this text, what is God’s role in spreading the Gospel? What is ours? How does prayer effect 
our ability to share our faith with those who aren’t Christians? 
 

Note: Prayer is an essential aspect of the Christian faith and it is especially important to us when we 
prepare to share our beliefs. It is not just our way of connecting with God but a means by which we, 
individually and communally can be empowered by God to proclaim the Gospel boldly and clearly. 

*Teaching Advice: It may be helpful each week to read through all verses in this section (4:2-6) each 
week to be reminded of the context and notice connections in different verses even if they aren’t the ones 
we are focusing on that specific week. 


