
Series: Wax Museum Saviors 
Scripture and Background Information for June 05-11. 

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community Group 
Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the scripture below.  

This week we continue our series Wax Museum Saviors. With the help of the book of Judges, we want to 
look at what type of leaders we choose and follow; or the type of leaders we tend to be. The book presents 
a mirror in front of us, showing us where Israel’s aspiration led and where ours does too. The book of 
Judges invites us to look at our hearts to question whom we want to trust to lead our life. Today, we talk 
about “Samson.” 
 
Background for Judges 16: 

As previously noted, the book of Judges is closely connected to the book of Joshua and the 
faithfulness of God to His promise of giving His people the land he had promised their fathers. Our text 
today picks up in a time when the Israelites, while still in the land, were not in control of it (Judges 13:1, 
15:11). They had once again fallen into sin and the Lord put them under the control of the Philistines, 
who were their enemies. But God would ultimately show His faithfulness to His people by bringing up a 
new judge, Samson, to deliver them from their rulers.  

God’s sovereignty was over Samson’s life from the beginning as he was born miraculously from 
a mother who was barren (Judges 13:2) and was called to be a Nazirite (Judges 13:5, cf. Numbers 6:1-21). 
However, Samson wasn’t particularly obedient to God, especially in his relationships with women. 
Nevertheless, God still used him to accomplish His purposes through Samson by giving him power to 
overcome the Philistines in the multiple conflicts Samson had with them.  

Chapter 16 is the final chapter in the Samson story. In it, Samson continues to show a lack of 
regard for obedience to God by the promiscuous encounter he has with a prostitute and his relationship 
with Delilah which culminates in his capture. Ultimately, Samson’s strength is shown not to come from 
himself but from God alone since, even after his disobedience and his capture, God granted Samson the 
strength to overcome the Philistines one last time. 
 
Insights and questions to engage with the text: 
1. What does Samson’s encounter with the woman in verse 1 show about his priorities? How do you 

think this affects his decision-making in his relationship with Delilah?  
2. Why doesn’t Samson tell Delilah about his hair the first three times she asked? Why does Samson 

eventually tell Delilah about where his power comes from? What risk is he taking by letting her 
know? Does Samson seem concerned about living up to his calling as a Nazarite? 

3. Why does the Spirit of the Lord depart from Samson after his hair is cut? What is significant about 
the author mentioning that his hair was growing back in verse 22? 

4. After his capture, what does Samson realize about his strength? Why does the Lord strengthen him 
this last time? Samson was meant to deliver his people from the Philistines. Is he successful as a 
judge? 
 

Note: Samson doesn’t seem to be the type of Judge we would want to put on a pedestal, but Hebrews 
affirms him as a hero of faith in the Old Testament (Hebrews 11:32). Even a greatly flawed leader can be 
used to accomplish God’s purposes in the world because ultimately it is the Lord’s power that carries out 
His own will in the world at all times. 
 
Remember the two books that will help you wrestle with difficult portions of the book: Paul Copan’s “Is God a 
Moral Monster?: Making Sense of the Old Testament God” and the appendix of Timothy Keller’s “Judges For You: 
For Reading, For Feeding, For Leading.” 


