
Series: Wax Museum Saviors 
Scripture and Background Information for May 01-07. 

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community 
Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the 
scripture below.  

This week we continue our series Wax Museum Saviors. With this series, we study the book of 
Judges, observing how God stood faithful to His people although they abandoned Him. God 
raised up judges to save His people. While many focus on the judges as the spiritual heroes of 
the book, a closer look shows that the book is not about the judges in the first place. The book of 
Judges invites us to look at our hearts to question whom we want to trust to lead our life. Fort 
that, today we talk about “No-Names, Left Hands, and Ox Goads.” 
 
Background for Judges 3:(1-6); 12-30: 
As previously noted, the book of Judges is closely connected to the book of Joshua and the 
faithfulness of God to His promise of giving His people the land he had promised their fathers. 
While God stayed faithful to His promise, Israel did not follow God’s command to take over the 
whole land (1:27-2:3). Our text starts by describing the spiritual decay of Israel, which was a 
direct result of ignoring God’s command to overtake the whole country. Now, God used Israel’s 
enemies to let them experience oppression, intending to lure Israel back to Himself. 
Verses 12-30 describe how the spiritual decay led Israel under the Moabite occupation. After 
Israel recognized their abandonment from God, they called for help from Him. God called Ehud 
to rescue His people. Although not the typical warrior, Ehud helped rescue Israel from the 
Moabite occupation, and the people could continue to live free before falling back into rejecting 
God.  
 
Insights and questions to engage with the text: 
1. What reasons does the text name for God leaving Israel’s enemies in the promised land?  
2. What did Israel do to experience the miserable situation to become subjected to the 

Moabites? How did God respond to Israel’s actions? Why did God give Israel into the hands 
of their enemies? 

3. Who are the main characters in our text? In what ways does the text describe the characters 
as it does? Why does the text describe the characters that way? What makes Ehud’s 
description so significant? 

4. Who holds the strings behind the curtains in our text? While Ehud seems to be the 
protagonist, whom does Ehud references as main actor? 

5. What numbers does the text include? How do the different types of numbers help us 
understand the situation of the people better? 
 

Note: Ehud was not the typical warrior to rescue God’s people. Nevertheless, he trusted God’s 
faithfulness to bring salvation to His people. If we trust Him, God can use us for His mission! 
 
Remember the two books that will help you wrestle with difficult portions of the book: Paul Copan’s “Is God a 
Moral Monster?: Making Sense of the Old Testament God” and the appendix of Timothy Keller’s “Judges For You: 
For Reading, For Feeding, For Leading.” 


