
Palm Sunday. 
Scripture and Background Information for April 10-16. 

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community 
Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using 
the scripture below.  

This week we observe Luke 19:28-44, the text of Jesus’ glorious entry into Jerusalem, 
traditionally called Palm Sunday. Although Luke never mentions the palm leaves, he refers to the 
last entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. Palm Sunday introduces Christ’s death and resurrection as the 
most significant Christian holiday season.  

Background for Luke 19:28-44:  
Our passage speaks of Jesus heading toward Jerusalem. While the disciples thought that they 
were going to celebrate the Passover, Jesus knew that He went to Jerusalem to become the final 
Passover (Lk 18:31-34).  
The text shows us that Jesus continued his journey toward Jerusalem to die for the sins of the 
world. Here, Jesus sent some of His disciples to go ahead and pick up a donkey colt for Jesus to 
ride on. After the disciples left Jesus, they found the colt, brought it to Jesus, and led Jesus into 
the city.  
When Jesus entered, the people realized who Jesus was and celebrated His presence. They 
believed that he would establish a political kingdom and rescue them from Rome. However, 
some hated Jesus’ arrival, the Pharisees. They urged Jesus to rebuke the people to stop praising 
His name.  
Here are several insights and questions to engage with the text: 
1. In verses 30-31, Jesus predicts several things, which all come true. What does that say about 

Jesus? Jesus predicted his death in Lk 9:21-22, 43-45; 18:31-34. Knowing the future, why 
did Jesus hurry to come to Jerusalem? What was Jesus’ intention in Jerusalem? Jesus knew 
what would happen to himself. With that information, who do you think was in control 
during the days from Palm Sunday to Easter? 

2. Verses 30-38 show Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on the colt. Zacharias 9:9; 14:4 predicts the 
coming Messiah entering Jerusalem on a donkey. How does Palm Sunday influence your 
understanding of Easter? 

3. Scholars think that Jesus’ answer to the Pharisees was a proverb of ancient Israel. Even if 
not a proverb, what is the meaning of Jesus’ answer to the Pharisees (v. 40)? Compare the 
verses of Zach 9:9; 14:4; and Lk 19:37+42 to answer. 

4. The Pharisees opposed Jesus, which led Jesus to weep over Jerusalem. What made Jesus 
weep over Jerusalem? What did He know about Jerusalem that made him cry (think: 
immediate context and future context)?  
 

Note: Jesus went to Jerusalem to become the savior of the world. On Good Friday, He died and 
accomplished forgiveness for sins, and people only must accept His offer. However, as Jesus 
predicted judgment for rejecting Him, so He does with everyone who rejects His sacrifice.  


