
Series: Behind the Schemes 
Scripture and Background Information for April 03-09. 

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community 
Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the 
scripture below.  

This week finish our series, Behind the Schemes. With the series, we try to take the benefit of 
surprise out of the enemies’ schemes to attack the people of God. Since we live in a world that 
predominantly accepts our faith, we often don’t realize the enemy’s attacks. Today we talk about 
“Division,” looking into how the enemy uses God’s instructions, perverts them, and tries to 
seduce believers. 
 
Background 2Corinthians 2:5-11: 
Paul wrote the second epistle to the Corinthians due to ongoing struggles in the church and their 
rejection of Paul. 2Corinthians shows Paul’s continuous love for the church, even though they 
brought much rejection to Paul. Our section is part of Paul’s reassurance of love to the church. 
In the first letter to the church, Paul dealt harshly with the sin that the church welcomed. One 
example is the call for separation from a person who sinned openly due to the harm that sin 
brings to the proclamation of the gospel (1Cor 5:1-13). The church followed Paul’s instructions 
but went too far. While the church separated themselves from the person (2:5-6), they never 
reconciled the person back to the community and love (2:7). Now, Paul instructs the church to 
reaffirm their love for the person. Paul builds the call to restore the relationship with the person 
who sinned on the ground that the church might not give any advantage to the schemes of Satan. 
 
Insights and questions to engage with the text: 

1. What might be the outcome for the one person who was separated but not yet brought 
back to the church’s community? 

2. What is the advantage that Satan might get out of the church’s situation? Which groups 
suffered from the ongoing rejection (the church or only the separated?)? 

3. What are the schemes of Satan that you find in our text? How does Satan use good 
instructions by perverting them for his benefit? 

4. In connection to Ephesians 6:10-12, who or what are believers fighting when facing 
temptation? How are we supposed to counterattack the enemy’s attacks? What or who is 
the power that helps us fight the enemy’s attacks (Note the threefold description of the 
believers’ source of strength in Eph 6:10)? 

 
Note: Paul does not call us to ignore sin, nor overlook it. Rather, he wants us to confront and 
eradicate it. However, as we experienced forgiveness from Christ, so should we extent His 
forgiveness to others.  


