
Series: Behind the Schemes 
Scripture and Background Information for March 27-April 02. 

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community 
Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the 
scripture below.  

This week we continue the series, Behind the Schemes. With the series, we look at recurring 
patterns that the enemy uses to attack our faith. Since we live in a world that predominantly 
accepts our faith, we often don’t realize the enemy’s attacks. Today we talk about “Distraction,” 
looking into the schemes that the enemy uses, with the element of surprise, to attack our faith. 
 
Background 1John 2:15-17: 
John wrote the letter to the churches, responding to different sin problems in the church (2:1-2). 
Building on already known foundations, John writes the letter, encouraging the church to live out 
what they already believe.  
In previous verses, John tells the church that God destroyed the darkness (1:5-10). In God, the 
believers have victory over darkness. In Him, believers can overcome the schemes of the 
enemies (2:14). In Him, they can live in victory, staying true to the light that God is. 
Our text shows the motivation for the church to live in the victory that Jesus provided for them. 
For John, believers should no longer live in sin since they are no longer bound to it.  
John effectively urges the church to love the Father by using the negative, telling them what they 
should not do. For that, John describes three areas of life that the enemy uses to distract us from 
loving God.  
 
Insights and questions to engage with the text: 

1. What things does John mean when talking about the love for the world? In what ways 
does John describe the world? What are the areas of life that John describes, and what do 
they represent? 

2. Why does John fight against the love of the world? How does the love for the world work 
against the love for the Father? How does the enemy distract believers in comparing the 
world vs. the Father? 

3. What things does John name as motivation to love the Father? (Use 2:17 + 1:4 as parallel 
texts to answer the question) 

 
Note: The enemy does not try to deceive God’s children by placing bad things in front of them. 
Instead, he takes the good things of God and perverts them, putting the believers’ focus on the 
good while using it for the bad. The enemy tries to distract believers from the light, focusing 
them on good things, but using the good things in a perverted way, for bad.  
 


