
Series: Schemes 
Scripture and Background Information for March 20-26. 

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community 
Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the 
scripture below.  

This week we start our new series, Schemes. With the series, we look at recurring patterns that 
try to deceive believers in their walk with the Lord. Today we talk about “Deception,” looking 
into how the enemy, the father of all lies, tries to contradict God’s Words with his own words. 
 
Background for John 8:44-47 (In connection with Genesis 3:1-6): 
Our text introduces a conversation of Jesus with the spiritual leaders of Israel. Surrounding 
verses show a harsh rejection of Jesus by the spiritual leaders, climaxing in the attempt to stone 
him 8:59 (see also 7:20, 25, 30, 32, 45-53; 8:33). The more the people rejected Jesus, the harsher 
he responded toward their rejection.  
Out text contains Jesus’ response to the spiritual leaders, who insulted Jesus for being a child of 
fornication. Jesus responds in a harsh warning that if they were children of God, they would 
believe God’s Words and in Jesus. With that, Jesus divides humanity into only two camps, the 
camp of the children of God and the children of the devil. Those who believe in Him and follow 
His words belong to God. All others belong to the devil. 
 
Insights and questions to engage with the text: 

1. In what ways does Jesus describe the devil? In connection to Genesis 3, what is the 
devil’s intention with humankind compared to God’s intention? Use the description to 
point out the different intentions. In what ways does the devil deceive humans? What or 
whom does the devil question? 

2. Why is it important to listen to the Word of God? What was the result of Adam and Eve’s 
listening to the devil in the first place? What is the result of listening to the devil vs. 
listening to God? 

3. Why does Jesus respond so rough toward the rejection of the spiritual leaders? Could 
Jesus not control his emotions, or what motivates his response? Is Jesus rejecting the 
leaders himself as well, or is he warning them by speaking the truth? How do the love of 
Jesus (John 3:16) and Jesus’ words of our text fit together? How does Jesus’ response 
encourage us in our ministry? 

 
Note: Our response to the Word of God is a mirror in our belief in God. God is the life-giver, 
and He wants us to experience the life we were designed to live. Contrary, the devil is the father 
of all lies, and he wants to destroy the life that God gives. Sometimes, the Word of God seems 
harsh. Remember, Jesus loves all humans, and He gave His life so that we can have eternal life. 
If Jesus confronts us with His Word, He has our best in mind! The question is, whom do you 
believe? 


