
The Appeal of Humility. 
Scripture and Background Information for March 13-19. 

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community 
Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using 
the scripture below.  

This week we look into a parable of Luke’s Gospel. With the parable, we want to see what type 
of posture God wants from us when engaging with Him. There are two ways of responding to 
God. First, showing that we are ok “on ourselves,” needing nothing from God. Second, coming 
in a posture of dependence on Him. The parable shows us the appeal of humility in encountering 
God. 

Background for Luke 18:9-14:  
Our passage appears in the middle of a series of teachings in which Jesus tells the people how 
they can enter God’s kingdom and have communion with God. Our text contains a parable that 
Jesus told in response to people who rejected others due to their self-righteousness.  
The parable speaks of two men who go into the temple to participate in the worship of God. A 
Pharisee, a man the people loved due to his proper behavior, and a tax collector, a man who was 
hated due to his betrayal of his people. Tax collectors worked with the Romans, who occupied 
Israel, collecting their taxes. Often, tax collectors would raise the taxes to make a fortune out of 
their people. 
Jesus first displays the Pharisee. The Pharisee prays, noting all the bad things he did not do while 
also listing the good things he did. Secondly, Jesus shows the tax collectors prayer. Unlike the 
Pharisee, the tax collector stood far away praying all by himself, putting his inability at the center 
and asking for mercy.  
Here are several insights and questions to engage with the text: 

1. What was driving Jesus to tell the parable? Why did the people treat others with contempt? 
What might be the connection between self-righteousness and contempt for others? How 
does pride and humility toward God show itself in how we treat others? 

2. While praying, what or who amazed the pharisee in prayer? Who disgusted the Pharisee 
while praying? 

3. What or who overwhelmed the tax collector? Who disgusted the tax collector while praying? 
4. While being right about his behavior, the Pharisee was wrong about his position to God. 

While wrong in behavior, what made the tax collectors position to God right? 
5. Compare verses 9 & 14. What is the outcome/point of the parable? Surely, no one of us 

praises himself as the Pharisee does, but what are ways in which we act the same? What are 
areas that make us tell God he should be proud of us? 

Note: While both men did the exact same thing, outwardly, only one of the men reached his goal 
of speaking to God. While one relied on his power to be right before God, the other saw his 
sinfulness and the need for mercy. The Pharisee did not need anything from God, while the tax 
collector needed God for everything. A self-righteous person does not need anything from God, 
and God responds with nothing. Contrary, God answers a prayer of a person who needs God 
over everything. In whom or what are you placing your relationship to God? 


