
Series: Fort Worth | For Good 
Scripture and Background Information for February 27-March 05. 

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community 
Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the 
scripture below.  

This week we continue our series Fort Worth | For God. With observing Jeremiah’s life and 
message, we look how God wanted His people to be bridge builders to God. With our series, we 
want to look at how we as a church can be faithful to God’s mission. Today, we want to look at 
how we can use our “Influence” for His glory. 
To fulfill our dream of reaching Fort Worth for Good, we ask you and your group to commit to 
praying for our city every day for the 40 days of this campaign. Please use the provided prayer 
guide in your group meetings.  
 
Background for Jeremiah 29:4-14: 
Jeremiah 29:1-23 builds God’s letter, through Jeremiah the prophet, to the exiled people in 
Babylon. The refusal of listening to God’s word brought God’s judgment to bring His people 
back to Him. The Babylonian exile was God’s judgment on the nation. In exile, the people 
struggled to settle, hoping to come back to their own homes soon. Additionally, false prophets 
continued working against God’s message of judgment and proclaimed false hopes of an 
imminent return.  
God had different plans with His people. With the letter, God shows that He did not forsake His 
people, but He had a purpose for them and the nations with the exile. In judgment, God shows 
his love and mercy for His people, telling them that He will give them “real” freedom in the 
future. 
Insights and questions to engage with the text: 

1. Who brought the people of Judah into exile? What are the indicators that God did not 
reject His people?  

2. What is God’s plan for His people while in exile? Does He want them to separate 
themselves from all other people, or does He want engagement? What does engagement 
in our text look like? In what way would they still show their distinctiveness to the 
Babylonians? To what foundation is Jeremiah calling them to?  

3. With the letter, God shows His people that He has their good in mind! Often, verse 11 is 
taken out of context to bring wrong “promises” to our life. Note, God’s promise for 
good includes the discipline He brings on Judah (the exile). God’s good plan is 
guaranteed to come true in the end! 

 
Note: In Jeremiah 29, God shows that He wants His people to live “Life” where He placed them. 
God wants His people to engage with the people around them to be a blessing for their 
environment, even if our environment is hostile. God wants His people to know that He is with 
them, and His plans come true in the end! While we wait for God’s promise to be fulfilled in the 
future, He wants us to live our life as if our final home is earth, using our influence points for His 
glory. 


