
Becoming Like A Child. 
Scripture and Background Information for February 06-12. 

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community 
Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using 
the scripture below.  

While all of us were children at one point in our lives, most of us put our childishness aside. 
Because of that, Jesus’ instructions to “becoming like a child” sound absolutely counter-
cultural. With our text, we look into what real greatness is and how Jesus wants us to depend on 
Him. For that, we look at Mt. 18:1-4.  

Background for Matthew 18:1-4:  
In the Gospel of Matthew, we see that Matthew shows Jesus as the Messiah, who brings a totally 
different Kingdom than most, especially the religious leaders of Israel, expected. Jesus reverses 
what people thought of greatness. Instead of establishing a kingdom of fighting soldiers, He 
creates a kingdom of serving warriors. Jesus as the serving king came to change the hearts of 
people rather than their circumstances.  
Our text contains one of Jesus’ teaching sessions with the “upside-down” kingdom approach. 
While the disciples wanted to know who would have the best position inf Jesus’ kingdom 
administration, Jesus reversed their thinking about the kingdom. Counter-cultural and counter to 
human nature, Jesus takes a child and tells the disciples to become like it to become great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Here are several insights and questions to engage with the text: 
1. The disciple’s question in verse 1 is built on the wrong understanding of the kingdom of 

heaven. How does Jesus respond?  
2. When Jesus wants us to become like a child, what does he wants us to become like, childish, 

selfish, or quarrelsome? What indicators does Jesus give to us? To what type of childlikeness 
does He call us to? 

3. How does real greatness in the kingdom of heaven look like? What are the marks of real 
greatness? What makes real greatness so hard? 

Note: Jesus knows that staying dependent on him is not part of the normal human nature. 
Nevertheless, it is essential for kingdom culture. The same dependence on Him, which gives 
believers the way into the kingdom (v.3), serves as an example of living as kingdom citizens 
(v4). Where in your life do you still depend on yourself, rather than on Jesus (think on terms of 
finances, job, mission trip, sharing the gospel, and others…)? 


