
Series: On the Rail 
Scripture and Background Information for January 30-February 05. 

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community 
Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the 
scripture below.  

This week we finish our series, “On the Rails.” In the series, we focused on how to keep our life 
on track in a time that seems to be “off the rails.” With the series, we saw that Jesus calls us to 
live our lives in obedience to Him, at the place He placed us in, with our relationships for His 
kingdom. Today, we finish the series with the topic “Hospitality.”  
 
Background for Hebrews 13:1-2: 
The Epistle writer wrote his letter, Hebrews, to motivate the church, who struggled with external 
forces that tried to pull the believers out of the church. Rejection from family members, 
persecution, imprisonment, or death was a severe threat to the believers who converted from 
Judaism to Christianity. With the epistle, the writer first shows how much better a revelation 
Jesus is, compared to everyone who came before Him, since He is the Son of God, revealing God 
himself (1:1-4:13). He continues to show how Jesus is also better than the Old Testament 
sacrificial system since he is a better priest, bringing a better sacrifice, which is sufficient for 
once and for all (4:14-10:18). On the twofold doctrinal introduction of “Jesus Is Better,” the 
writer continues with practical steps that should result in having such a savior (10:19-13:25).  
Our text is found in the writers closing commands. Here, he shows that believers are to show 
love to those who are believers, but also those who do not belong to Christ, yet! 
 
Insights and questions to engage with the text: 

1. Note, the commandment to love the others with brotherly love is the practical application 
of the service on God (12:28-29). Service to God is done by serving others in love. What 
could love among siblings look like for you? What is the driving force to love the other 
even if we don’t look the same, sound the same, or behave the same? 

2. The negative “do not forget hospitality” reinforces the command “practice hospitality,” 
showing the importance of hospitality in believers’ lives. Why could hospitality be so 
crucial for believers?  

3. In the ancient middle east, people invited strangers into their houses to give them a place 
to stay while traveling. While a meal could be one way of hospitality, how could 
hospitality look like today for a 21st-century church, community group, family? 

 
Note: The commandments in Hebrews 13:1-8 seem to be randomly put in one line without much 
in common. The unifying connector is “our better savior.” Even if our circumstances change, He 
stays the same. (13:5b). Even if people try to work against us, He works with, in, and through us 
(13:6). He is the same, and as the heroes of faith could trust Him, so can we (13:8). Jesus not 
only connects these commandments, but He also gives the believer the strength to fulfill them.  


