
God’s Care for the Weak and Vulnerable 
Scripture and Background Information for January 02-08. 

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community 
Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the 
scripture below.  

With our first sermon of the new year, we want to focus on how to master the next year well. In 
the same way as students as for the requirements for the coming semester, we want to study what 
God has for us in prospect. Today, we will see what God expects of his people in the Bible. To 
do this, let’s look at Deuteronomy 10: 12-22.  

Background for Deuteronomy 10: 12-22:  
After Moses had destroyed the two tablets due to Israel’s rejection of God (Deut 9:7 – 10:2), God 
calls Moses to replace the tablets. The replacements of the tablets showed the Israelites that 
although they sinned against Him, God was not done with them yet. With the tablets, God shows 
His faithfulness to His covenant with His people, even if they fail.  
Our text today builds on God’s faithfulness to His covenant. In the same way, as God was 
faithful to the ancestors, so is He faithful today. Thus, he gives the people the tablets of the 
covenant to show them who He is and what He wants from His people. To reinforce the covenant 
relationship between Israel and God, God tells the people what He did for them in history. Since 
God is the God of their salvation, God wants them to love Him and show His love in their action. 

Here are several insights and questions to engage with the text: 

1. Moses starts with five instructions that Israel should do for their good (10:12-13). What 
are these five instructions? What is the essence of these five instructions? How could we 
summarize them in one sentence? 

2. What could be the good that Moses implies in 10:13 as a motivator to follow the 
instructions (compare 10:14-15, 20-22)? What does God want the people to have in 
connection to Him? 

3. In the following verses, Moses shows the mightiness of God. The highest God reveals his 
heart in loving the ancestors of Israel, although they were sinful. God rescued them from 
slavery because He has a heart for the weak. Now, God wants His people to imitate His 
heart. What are some of the next expectations God has for His people? How can His 
people show God's heart practically? 

4. When comparing James 1:27 with Deut 10:18-19, what does God want His people to do? 
What is the foundation of worshipping God? What needs to be present before worship 
happens? 

Note: Our text shows us that God wants a relationship with His people, and He wants His people 
to let God be God in their lives out of that relationship. He wants His people to imitate His heart 
by reaching out to God. God has a heart for the oppressed, and He shows His love in actions. 
How can you as community group live out God’s heart practically? 


