
Series: Finding Your Way Back to God 
Scripture and Background Information for October 03-09. 

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community 
Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the 
scripture below.  

This week we continue our series, “Finding Your Way Back to God.” With the series, we look at 
the parable of the prodigal son as a guiding text. The prodigal son’s journey helps us understand 
our inner longings and how we can fill them. The parable of the prodigal son served as the 
foundation for all our parallel texts. Today, we will focus on the parable in Luke 15:18-24 and 
talk about “Love: God loves me deeply after all.”  
 
Background for Luke 15:18-24. 
The parable of the prodigal son is told to express how Jesus sees people that chase after their 
inner longings, but instead of fulfilling them, get lost. Even if the lost people don’t recognize that 
He is the one who can fill these longings, Jesus cares deeply about them (Lk 15:1-3a; 15:24).  
After the son acted against all cultural rules and left his father, he spent all his inheritance 
partying. When a famine came, the son awoke to find that his money was gone, his friends were 
no real friends, and his inner longings were never fulfilled like he had hoped. While being in the 
pig pen, he realized that he had made a mistake. While he hungered, all the father’s servants 
lived a life of having their longings fulfilled. The son wanted to go back, but could he? Realizing 
his situation, the son came up with an apology that he would tell his father. He would apologize 
to the father and offer to work for him as a slave, to repay him for what he had done. While on 
his way back home, the father saw the son, ran towards him, and welcomed him home. The 
father organized a party for his son because he had found him again.  
 
Questions to engage with the text: 

1. How could you summarize the apology of the prodigal son? What was his intention when 
coming back to the father? How can religion play into the son’s intention? 

2. The father’s response seems over the top. From your perspective, describe what we you 
would have seen as a generous response from the Father. 

3. How does the father respond as he first sees his son? Compare both speeches (Father vs. 
Son). What does the father’s response indicate for us? 

4. How has the Father’s response reflect God’s own response to you in moments when you 
have returned to Him?  

 
Note: Jesus came to search for the lost (15:24)! He loves everyone, even if people don’t realize 
yet that He can fulfill their inner longings. Jesus shows his love by receiving us as we are. He 
wants to restore and fulfill everyone who still searches for the fulfillment of inner longings! How 
do you see the lost? How can you as a group reach them? 


