
Series: Finding Your Way Back to God 
Scripture and Background Information for September 26-October 02. 

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community 
Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the 
scripture below.  

This week we continue our series, “Finding Your Way Back to God.” This series is a study of our 
inner longings. With the story of the prodigal son, we investigate how our inner longings can be 
fulfilled. The prodigal son shows us that one essential part of fulfilling our inner longings is 
recognizing our situation and the courage to seek help. Today, we will look at Luke 5:27-32 and 
talk about “Help, I can’t do this on my own.”  
 
Background for Luke 5:27-32: 
Our text deals with the calling of the disciple Levi (Matthew), a tax collector. Tax collectors 
were seen as traders since they worked for the Romans, Israel’s occupiers. Additionally, they 
raised taxes to increase their wealth. Thus, tax collectors are regularly named in connection with 
sinners (Mt 9:11, 11:19; Lk 5:30, 15:1). The Jews hated tax collectors. After Jesus met Levi, he 
called Levi to follow Him. The spiritual leaders were disgusted by Jesus’ companionship with 
sinners. Jesus confronts his opponents, showing them that he came to help those in need, not 
those who think they don’t need help.  
 
Questions to engage with the text: 

1. What could be an indication of a change of heart in Levi’s life? How does Jesus’ answer 
to the spiritual leaders answer the question? 

2. The context shows us that Jesus just healed a person with paralysis. Note the similarity 
between both accounts. The previous account shows that Jesus can forgive sins. Our 
account shows that Jesus sees sin as a spiritual sickness. When considering the context, 
how does Jesus’ approach of Levi show Jesus’ understanding of sin and His role in 
dealing with sin?  

3. As you think about your own situation, what are some things that prevents you from 
being aware of your need and seeking help in Christ? What are ways you can be more 
mindful of them? 

4. Seeing Jesus’ statement that he came for the sick, how should that change the way we 
talk about ourselves and Jesus’ mission when we have opportunities to talk to 
unbelievers? How does this contrast with the stereotypes they often have for Jesus and 
Christians? 

 
Note: Jesus takes sin seriously. He sees it as a sickness, destroying the lives of people. Seeing sin 
as sickness, Jesus has compassion for those who are sick, and he came to heal those who are 
sick.  
 


