
Anything But Normal, Week 3 

Scripture and Background Information for May 31-June 6. 

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community 
Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the 
scripture below.  

This week we'll be looking at James 2:1-10. James's focus is not to show how one finds salvation 
but to show how salvation affects the believer's life. Living as a believer is anything but normal. 
James's premise is: Right faith leads to right thinking, and right thinking leads to right actions.   
 
Information's for James 2:1-10 
James finished introducing the letter with the final address that faith is seen by speaking to 
others in love, serving the poor, and a devoted life to God (1:26-27). Now, James tackles the 
theme of partiality. Here, James uses the example where a rich person is better treated than a 
poor person.  
While working through the text, try to picture the scene, James is painting in these verses. 
James is describing a scene that should cause all of us to respond with shock and speak out 
about injustice at the situation. Also, pay close attention to what James is implying, but not 
naming in verse 4.  
James is trying to encourage the church to devote themselves to Jesus. Christian devotion to 
God is marked by the love Christ had for people. Therefore, James introduces a scenario of fake 
love. Real love would be self-giving without the anticipation of repayment or personal benefits. 
For a better understanding of the point James is making, read Luke 10:25-37 in your 
preparation for the community group meeting.  
 
 
Side note: The first chapter functions as an introduction/summary of the themes James will 
address in the rest of the letter. Today, we start looking into the main body of the letter. The 
main body will reveal recurred themes, which James already addressed at the beginning of the 
letter. In your study, try to find those connections to help you see the focus on the individual 
topics of the letter. 
 
Scriptures for upcoming weeks:  
 June 14    James 3:3-6 
 June 21    James 4:1-10 


