
Ask Me Anything 
 
Scripture and Background Information for April 26-May1 
 
To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community 
Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the 
scripture below.  
 
This week in the second week of our series we’ll be looking at John 15:1-8. Many of the 
questions we received on Easter were centered around change. Whether changing something 
in our life that we consistently do that we would like to stop, or to start doing something that 
we don’t but would like to. This passage provides the solution to that question! As always take 
some time individually to study the Scripture, and then discuss the questions together as a 
group. 
 
Background for John 15:1-8 
John writes his gospel as an eye witness of all Jesus did and said. Throughout his gospel John 
displays these “I AM” statements that Jesus makes to display both our need for Him, but for 
eternal life and for us to experience abundant life on this Earth. Here in John 15 we see one of 
these “I AM” statements as Jesus declares that He is the vine.  
 
There can be confusion around the passage as we see reference to branches being cut off and 
thrown in the fire. For some, they immediately will assume that the reference refers to hell or 
losing salvation. Keep in mind the context, Jesus is talking to his disciples about the nature of 
their relationship to Him, and the purpose. These were not men who were in danger of losing 
something, but needed to be reminded of their everpresent need to walk in dependence upon 
Him. The word for “cut off” can also be translated as “lifted up” and would fit the horticulture 
image of Palestine. The idea is that branches that are not fruitful receive more concentrated 
attention from the gardener. This fits with what we know about the way the Lord works in the 
lives of His children (Hebrews 12:7-8). Jesus’ point is clear, change that takes place in our lives 
that is fruitful and good is God’s intention and can only be accomplished by His power. 
 
Upcoming Scripture Passages 
May 3rd   “Ask Me Anything” series 
May 10th   Mother’s Day message 
May 17th   Beginning the book of James (James 1:1-12) 
 
 

 


