Scripture and Background Information for April 5-April 11

To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the scripture below. 

We will finish up our series Uncharted by looking at Joshua 4. For many of us the last several weeks have left us in a place and season that is Uncharted and we’ve asked the question, “What does the LORD want for us in this season?” In Joshua, we see God’s people transition into uncharted territory and the way the LORD prepares them for this journey. Their preparation can help us as we prepare for the path the LORD has set before us as well. In Joshua 4 we see as the Israelites cross over into the Promised Land and the LORD gives them instructions on how to memorialize the event for generations to come.

Background for Joshua 4:1-7
In the first three chapters of Joshua we have seen the LORD direct Joshua and the people in preparation for entering into the Promised Land. Now in chapter 4 we see them take their first steps into this uncharted territory. As they enter, the LORD provides them with direction so that they can remember this event forever. The Jordan River was at flood stage at this point, and the LORD stops the river from flowing so that they would cross over on dry land. This image was similar to their first steps in the journey as the LORD parted the sea so that the people crossed on dry land, escaping Pharoah’s army. In that way, the start and end of this journey from Egypt to the Promised Land, from slavery to freedom, was always based on the the LORD’s provision. Dependence upon the LORD was a lesson they were taught throughout their journeys and now as they are entering this new land God was wanting to insure it was a lesson that was near to their hearts and minds.


Scriptures for the upcoming weeks:						
April 12				2 Corinthians 4:7-11
