
Scripture and Background Information for November 3-9 
Made for More 
During this series, we are looking through the book of Ephesians. We’ll discover that although 
our childhood desire to be significant or important may have been misplaced, it was never 
intended to be replaced. Far from just the immature dream of a childlike mind, your Life, 
purpose, and significance may be bigger and nearer than you ever dreamed.  
 
To prepare for your group discussion each week, group members should use the Community 
Group Discussion Guide to complete the GOD’S WORDS and MY WORDS columns using the 
scriptures at the bottom of this page.  
 
Remember to pick up your updated Discussion Guide, an adaptation of the original format. The 
adaptation includes special instructions if the passage is 10 verses or longer. In the GOD’S WORDS 
section, you will be copying the scripture “word for word”. In the MY WORDS section, you will be 
paraphrasing the scripture in your own words. You can pick up copies of the new version in the Next 
Steps Center or from your leader.  
 
Background for Ephesians 3:16-21 
 
Ephesians is addressed to a group of believers who are indescribably rich in Jesus Christ but are 
not realizing their full potential in Christ. In many ways, they are living in spiritual poverty when 
they have the ability to live as those with amazing wealth. Paul describes this small church’s 
wealth by reminding them of their adoption, acceptance, redemption, forgiveness, wisdom, 
inheritance, the seal of the Holy Spirit, life, grace, citizenship, and every spiritual blessing. As 
Paul describes these benefits given to the believer, he instructs them in how to live out their full 
potential.  
 
In Ephesians 3:16-21, Paul continues what he has been saying from the beginning of the 
letter—that is, the Ephesians have more than they can fathom in Christ. Paul continues 
reminding them of their spiritual blessings by praying that God would multiply their gifts. God’s 
love is without limit through Christ and that love is our inspiration as we give Him glory. 
 
Scriptures for the upcoming weeks:       

November 10   Ephesians 4:11-16 
November 17   Ephesians 5:1-2, 14-17 
 

BONUS! On page two, we are providing a tool for practically engaging the truths presented in 
the scriptures. Please use this tool yourself, and we encourage you to discuss it with your 
Community Group. 
 
 
 



 
 

Prayer Experiences 
 
“That you may grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of God”  Ephesians 3:18 

 
God’s love for us is the motivation for our love for others. Prayer changes us as we see the world as 
God sees it and begin to love people as He loves them.  This week use each of these prayer 
experiences to expand the time and the focus of your prayers. 
 
 
Prayer-Walking in your Neighborhood or in the City 
Prayer-walking is simply taking our prayers into our neighborhoods, campuses, or the streets of our city. 
You are simply talking with God as you walk –asking Him to work in the lives of the people you who live 
or work in that area. You can prayer-walk alone or with a friend. This is most often a very low-profile 
experience.  If someone does ask you what you are doing, you could say, “We are praying for the people 
who live or work near here. Is there any specific way that we can pray for you?” 
Pray that in every home, “Christ will dwell in their hearts through faith” Ephesians 2:17 
 
 
Praying through your News Feed 
Whether you read a newspaper, or listen to the radio, or read online, you can use any of these as a 
prompt to pray. Commit for a day to pray for whatever you hear or read. The news can lead you to pray 
for our government, for people going through crisis, or for situations of injustice. Praying through the 
news can shift our focus from our frustration with our broken world to our hope in our Savior who has 
the power to heal. Think about how the Body of Christ should or could respond in these circumstances.  
As you see the broken places in our world, pray Christ’s presence will “fill everything in every way” 
Ephesians 1:23 
 
 
Praying for an Unreached People Group 
There are people in our world who have little or no access to the hope and love of Christ. An “unreached 
people group” lacks enough followers of Christ for them to be able to reach their own people unless 
there is outside assistance. We want to prioritize sending people and resources where they are most 
needed. Pray for an unreached people group by going to bit.ly/PrayUPG.  
Pray that each member of our church would “grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love 
of Christ.” Ephesians 3:18 
 


