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Energetic, thoughtful, and humorous essays by one of the most sought-after photographers in action sports 

reveal how iconic images of climbers, kayakers, surfers, and other adventure athletes were captured. 

 

Stories Behind the Images 

Lessons from a Life in Adventure Photography 

By Corey Rich 

NEW September 2019 

 
From his early days working out of his dorm room and 

shooting on film to becoming a Nikon ambassador and official 

photographer of the historic Dawn Wall ascent, Corey Rich has 

been capturing iconic shots of adventure superstars for more 

than two decades. Now Corey tells how he got some of his 

favorite images of climbers, adventurers, skiers, performance 

artists, and more. He shares insights into the business of 

photography, photography tips, outdoor lessons, and what he 

has learned about human nature along the way. Featured 

outdoor athletes include: Tommy Caldwell, Alex Honnold, 

Beth Rodden, Kelly Slater, Bear Grylls, Lynn Hill, Ashima 

Shiraishi, Fred Beckey, and many more.  

 

Corey Rich’s career 

began in the ’90s when, as a college kid, he traveled the country in a beat-up 

Honda Civic, photographing rock climbers. As his skills and reputation grew 

along with the popularity of climbing and other action sports, Corey was 

there to tell the stories of some of the world’s best athletes. Corey’s work has 

appeared on nearly 100 magazine covers and in the pages of the New York 

Times Magazine, Sports Illustrated, and National Geographic. He lives in South 

Lake Tahoe with his family. Follow him at www.CoreyRich.com, 

www.storiesbehindtheimages.com, and on Instagram 

@coreyrichproductions.  

 
288 pages, 81/2 x 10, paperback, 130 color photos, $29.95, ISBN 978-1-68051-264-9.   

ACTION SPORTS/PHOTOGRAPHY.  Available in bookstores everywhere. 
 

About Mountaineers Books:  An independent, nonprofit publisher based in Seattle, WA, Mountaineers Books has 

crafted award-winning books on outdoor recreation, travel, and adventure since 1960 with the publication of 

Freedom of the Hills, now in its 9th edition. Including imprints Skipstone and Braided River they have over 700 

books in print and/or e-book. New titles out this season include: Turn Around Time by David Guterson, Bears Don’t 

Care About Your Problems by Semi-Rad.com’s Brendan Leonard, The Road to San Donato, Crack Climbing: A 

Definitive Guide by Pete Whittaker, Rising: Becoming the First North American on Everest by Sharon Wood, and 

more.  www.mountaineersbooks.org. 
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