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Rosebud Theatre & School of the Arts – Summer 2022 
 

Songs for a New World by Jason Robert Brown 
Songs for a New World is a soaring theatrical song cycle about not only surviving but thriving in the 

face of adversity. Produced Off-Broadway (WPA Theatre) in 1995 by three-time Tony award winner 

Jason Robert Brown, the show is composed of a variety of songs Brown had written for other projects.  

This collection of pieces results in a show that flourishes in the space between abstract musical theatre 

and concept album. The music reaches an incredible range of genres, including ballads, pop, gospel, 

funk and Broadway-style show tunes. Each song reveals a unique story; at the same time, a common 

thread weaves our four storytellers together in a communal refrain striving to meet their life-altering 

moments of decision. 

Songs for a New World is the most ambitious musical theatre performance Rosebud Theatre has ever 

produced, with four performers and a live three-piece band.  

“I hope it will lift people off the ground. I think it is the tonic for our time.” – Morris Ertman, director for 

Songs for a New World and artistic director for Rosebud Theatre.  

“Vividly imagines a better tomorrow,” Washington Post 

Songs for a New World runs from June 10 to August 27, 2022, in the Rosebud Opera House. 

Artists 

Songs for a New World stars three Rosebud School of the Arts graduates; Alixandra Cowman 

(Alixandra), Aaron Krogman (David) and Cassia Schmidt (Amy); Toronto-based performer, music 

director and artistic director of SoundCrowd and newchoir, Scott Pietrangelo (Michael); and fourth-

year student in the Mentorship Acting Programme at Rosebud School of the Arts Em Nelson as Female 

Swing. 

They perform alongside three live musicians: Strathmore-based Terrah Harper (Piano), Acting Principal 

Percussionist for the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra Malcolm Lim (Percussion) and David Robinson of 

Audio Orchard Inc. (Bass). 

The artistic personnel includes Morris Ertman (Director/Scenic Designer), Bill Hamm (Music Director), 

Amy Castro (Costume Designer), Travis Hatt (Lighting Designer), Lewis Frere (Sound Designer), Brad G. 

Graham (Stage Manager), and Danai Allan (Assistant Stage Manager). 
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Every Brilliant Thing by Duncan Macmillan with Jonny Donahoe 
Once described as, “One of the funniest plays you’ll ever see about depression – and possibly one of 

the funniest plays you’ll ever see,” by The Guardian, Every Brilliant Thing is a one-woman show about a 

woman’s lifelong efforts to contest her mother’s depression with an ever-expanding list of the most 

brilliant things in the world worth living for. A delightful tonic for the heart, Every Brilliant Thing is an epic 

celebration of life’s small joys, inviting the audience to join in with an engaging and immersive 

experience. 

Every Brilliant Thing is co-produced with Burnt Thicket Theatre and runs from July 8 to August 27, 2022, 

on Rosebud’s intimate blackbox Studio Stage located north of Rosebud Church. 

Artists 

Every Brilliant Thing stars Rosebud Theatre Company Member and Rosebud School of the Arts 

graduate Sarah Robertson. Sarah is a multidisciplinary performer with a background in dance, 

choreography and clown. She is also a graduate of the Mirror Dance Program (Langley, BC) and a 

protégée of the Governor General’s Performing Arts Awards Mentorship Program. 

The artistic personnel includes Stephen Waldschmidt (director/co-scenic designer) and artistic 

associate Tim Bratton (music arranger/co-scenic designer/sound designer) of Burnt Thicket Theatre, as 

well as Charlie Peters (lighting designer) and Elizabeth Schieman (music director/stage manager). 

Burnt Thicket Theatre 

Burnt Thicket Theatre is an independent company producing live theatre that brings awareness to 

real issues in the community, planting seeds for positive social change. The Saskatoon-based 

company tells stories that change people’s lives, leading artists and audiences to live more 

intentionally for the common good of all. Their 2018 & 2020 award-winning, hit production of Every 

Brilliant Thing played to sold-out audiences in Calgary, Saskatoon and Regina, and inspired honest 

conversation about suicide and emotional wellness. They are currently producing a 20-part audio 

drama series called We Treaty People, in which diverse artists collaborate to create stories that 

explore the question, "What does it mean to embrace all our relations?"  
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Rosebud Open-Air Summer Concert Series 
Rosebud’s 2022 Summer Concert Series is a chance to catch incredible musicians every Saturday throughout 

July and August. The performances are held on the Festival Stage just west of the Opera House, and patrons can 

bring their own blankets or lawn chairs to enjoy music outside in the heart of the Rosebud Valley. 

Armond Duck Chief 

Award-winning country musician Armond Duck Chief hails from Siksika Nation south of Rosebud. He is “a 

community leader, family man, and Rodeo Cowboy, and his music embodies all of these elements”.  

Armond Duck Chief performs on July 9, 2022 at 4:00pm. 

Dana Wylie 

Contemporary singer & songwriter Dana Wylie started out her unique music path playing in jug, bluegrass, and 

cover bands in Taiwan, a stint touring in the UK and releasing three critically-praised albums before landing back 

in Canada.  

Dana Wylie performs on July 16, 2022 at 4:00pm. 

Mariel Buckley 

Unapologetically genuine, wry, and soft-hearted - Mariel Buckley has planted her flag firmly as a songwriter 

who’s in it for the long haul. She aims to find herself squarely on the fringes and exactly where she belongs: 

singing and writing songs for the underdog. 

Mariel Buckley performs on July 23, 2022 at 4:00pm. 

John Wort Hannam 

Seventeen years ago, John Wort Hannam quit his teaching job to spend 10 months depleting his savings, sitting 

at his kitchen table, wearing a lucky hat, and writing his first ten songs. Seven albums and numerous awards and 

nominations later, he has found his niche and his voice in folk-root.  

John Wort Hannam performs on July 30, 2022 at 4:00pm. 

Joe Vickers 

Joe Vickers lives seasonally as an Albertan grain farmer, before hitting the road as a storytelling folk singer when 

the snow falls. He has performed across North America as front man for folk punk band Audio/Rocketry and 

backpacked across Europe as a solo artist.  

Joe Vickers performs on August 6, 2022 at 4:00pm. 

Lewis & Royal 

Lewis & Royal’s first project was composing CHICKENS, a runaway musical hit combining blues, bluegrass, and 

old-time rock. No strangers to Rosebud, they have also performed across the country, including Calgary’s Jack 

Singer concert hall and the Olympic Saddledome.  

Lewis & Royal perform on August 13, 2022 at 4:00pm. 

100 Mile House 

Edmonton duo Peter Stone and Denise MacKay, known as the folk band 100 Mile House are undeniably 

inseparable. Nearing two decades since their first chance meeting, their song writing speaks life’s connections 

and impermanence.  

100 Mile House performs on August 20, 2022 at 4:00pm. 

Maria Dunn 

2022 Juno Award Winner Maria Dunn is a storyteller through song and a “true preserver of the spirit of folk music.” 

She brings social awareness and compassion to her melodic songs honouring ordinary people and human 

struggle.  

Maria Dunn performs on August 27, 2022 at 4:00pm. 


