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Take a m
om

ent to look around the sanctuary—
you are w

orshipping today as part of a great cloud of 
w

itnesses. N
orthland fam

ily, you are a com
passionate and generous reflection of Jesus. You know

 that 
responding to G

od’s call to serve others is an integral part of how
 w

e w
orship. H

ere are just a few
 w

ays 
you’ve dem

onstrated those characteristics.
You donated over $70,0

0
0 to disaster relief for the B

aham
as. O

ur partners at IsleG
O

 and C
ham

ps 
M

inistries are an extension of you as they deliver m
uch needed supplies to fam

ilies in the hardest hit areas. 
The N

orthland D
isaster R

esponse Team
 is w

orking to provide m
edical supplies, support, and resources as 

the m
ajor recovery effort continues to take shape.

Your generosity enables N
orthland to support life-giving, 

dignity-restoring efforts around the w
orld including G

lobal 
U

nites. This w
eekend you w

ill hear an update from
 G

lobal 
U

nites President and Founder, and long-tim
e friend to 

N
orthland, Prashan D

e V
isser. 

Your consistent financial partnership allow
s us to be the 

light of C
hrist—

providing a Fully A
live environm

ent of love and 
care for babies, pre-schoolers, and special needs friends 
w

ho are entrusted to the staff and volunteers every day here 
at N

orthland.
If you have never partnered w

ith us financially or if you 
haven’t done so in a w

hile, there is no better tim
e to join us in 

engaging people to be Fully A
live in Jesus!
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Financial donations are the m
ost im

pactful w
ay that you 

can help our brothers and sisters in the B
aham

as. W
e’ve set 
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here all proceeds w

ill go to relief efforts in the 
B
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as. G

o to N
orthlandC

hurch.net and select the “G
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to the B
aham

as” button. 
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N
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NOTES

UPCOMING SERVICES
»   September 28-29  |  Calibrate: Sitting at the Feet of Jesus  |   

Part 7: SINGLE-MINDEDNESS  |  Luke 10:38-42; Psalm 27:4  |  Pastor Matt Heard

»   October 5-6 Communion  |  Calibrate: Sitting at the Feet of Jesus  |   

Part 8: SENT  |  Luke 10:38-42; Matthew 28:16-20  |  Pastor Sean Cooper

Part 6:   SACRIFICIAL 
CHOICE

A message from Matt Heard, Lead Pastor
Read about Pastor Matt at northlandchurch.net/pastormatt. 

ISAIAH 44:17-20 (NIV)
17 From the rest he makes a god, his idol;
 he bows down to it and worships.
He prays to it and says,
 “Save me! You are my god!”

18 They know nothing, they understand nothing; 
 their eyes are plastered over so they cannot see, 
 and their minds closed so they cannot understand.
19 No one stops to think, 
 no one has the knowledge or understanding to say,
“Half of it I used for fuel;
 I even baked bread over its coals,
 I roasted meat and I ate.
Shall I make a detestable thing from what is left?
 Shall I bow down to a block of wood?”

20 Such a person feeds on ashes;  
 a deluded heart misleads him; 
 he cannot save himself, or say,
 “Is not this thing in my right hand a lie?”

It happened a couple thousand years ago in a village called Bethany, 
just east of Jerusalem. There, in the simplicity of an ordinary event, an 
extraordinary lesson unfolded—a lesson that would wind its way over 
the course of history and through the lives of countless Christ-followers, 
ultimately finding its way to the doorstep of our hearts here at Northland. 
It’s a lesson that, when embraced, can change the cadence of a  
person’s journey.

The home of Martha and Mary was buzzing in anticipation of hosting 
Jesus of Nazareth, the great Rabbi from Galilee, who was paying them a 
visit. In the midst of the frenzied excitement, which was understandable 
surrounding the occasion, Mary—because of both an awe she had for 
Jesus and a need she sensed in her own heart—made a choice. She 
decided to put a halt to her harried pace of preparations. She sat down 
at the feet of Jesus and opened her heart in submission to Him. She 
could have continued to accelerate her activity, consequently missing 
the opportunity before her. But she didn’t. And Jesus, the master teacher, 
seized the moment and affirmed Mary for her decision.

Every one of us faces a similar choice every day of our lives. Too often, 
we let the loudness of superficial priorities drown out the substantive but 
quieter sound of what’s really important in our journey. We let the frenzy of 
mere activity overshadow our deep hunger for Life. As a result, we remain 
superficial, shallow and colorless in the way we do our days.

Ancient mariners would find quiet water in which they could calibrate their 
compass. Similarly, we all need to regularly calibrate the compass of our 
heart. This series is an opportunity... 

...to listen to the needs of your own heart. 
       ...to regularly pause in the midst of busyness and calibrate.
             ...to discover intimacy with Jesus and taste His Life afresh.

VISITING US TODAY:
Prashan De Visser is the founder and president of Global 
Unites—Youth Movements for Conflict Transformation. Its 
mission: To inspire, connect and equip youth to transform global 
societies through movements that promote hope, non-violence and 
reconciliation. The De Vissers, including Prashan’s parents, Adrian 
and Ophelia, have been part of the Northland family for decades. 
We are excited for the work Prashan is doing and how we can 
partner with his organization. Find out more at globalunites.org 
and northlandchurch.net/prashan.

LUKE 10:38-42 (NIV)
38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village 
where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a 
sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 
40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be 
made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister 
has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!”

41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset 
about many things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed only one 
Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”
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the foyer.

Give by cash or check 
and drop it in any of 
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Give online at 
NorthlandChurch.net/  
Give or use the  
Northland App. 

Ways to Give
Give via mobile text.  
Text “northland”  
to 77977.  
Then follow  
the prompts.

SEPTEMBER 21-22, 2019

Get info and sign up at NorthlandChurch.net, or ask a connection team member 
wearing an orange lanyard for assistance.

What’s Current

USA Unites Open Forum
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22   |  6-8 P.M.   |  THE HUB
More info at NorthlandChurch.net/USAUnites

Wisdom Academy: Be Quick To Listen
SATURDAYS, SEPTEMBER 28 THROUGH NOVEMBER 2   |  9-10:30 A.M.   |  ROOMS 4206-7
More info at NorthlandChurch.net/WisdomAcademy

Loyal Worship Night
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29   |  6:30-8:30 P.M.   |  THE RINK 
More info at NorthlandChurch.net/Loyal
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Take a moment to look around the sanctuary—you are worshipping today as part of a great cloud of 
witnesses. Northland family, you are a compassionate and generous reflection of Jesus. You know that 
responding to God’s call to serve others is an integral part of how we worship. Here are just a few ways 
you’ve demonstrated those characteristics.

You donated over $70,000 to disaster relief for the Bahamas. Our partners at IsleGO and Champs 
Ministries are an extension of you as they deliver much needed supplies to families in the hardest hit areas. 
The Northland Disaster Response Team is working to provide medical supplies, support, and resources as 
the major recovery effort continues to take shape.

Your generosity enables Northland to support life-giving, 
dignity-restoring efforts around the world including Global 
Unites. This weekend you will hear an update from Global 
Unites President and Founder, and long-time friend to 
Northland, Prashan De Visser. 

Your consistent financial partnership allows us to be the 
light of Christ—providing a Fully Alive environment of love and 
care for babies, pre-schoolers, and special needs friends 
who are entrusted to the staff and volunteers every day here 
at Northland.

If you have never partnered with us financially or if you 
haven’t done so in a while, there is no better time to join us in 
engaging people to be Fully Alive in Jesus!

GIVE FINANCIALLY
Financial donations are the most impactful way that you 
can help our brothers and sisters in the Bahamas. We’ve set 
up a fund where all proceeds will go to relief efforts in the 
Bahamas. Go to NorthlandChurch.net and select the “Give 
to the Bahamas” button. 

DONATE MATERIALS
We’ve also partnered with local organizations to collect 
items that are of immediate need. Please do not 
drop off supplies at Northland. All information is on 
NorthlandChurch.net


