
THE PRIDE OF THE 
GARDENS IS ITS 
PRODUCTIVE ORCHARDS, 
WHICH NOT ONLY 
PROVIDE “YUMMY TREATS 
FOR THE STUDENTS BUT 
ALSO AN EXCELLENT 
WORKING SPACE FOR 
CLASSES TO USE”.

Words & photos Jana Holmer

Covenant College is a Christian 
school in the Geelong suburb 
of Bell Post Hill. Its ethos, 
drawn from Proverbs 22:6,  

is clear: “Train a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he will 
not turn from it.”

And what better training for life than 
an organic garden right there on the 
school grounds?

Planned to support a practical 
horticulture/agriculture program for 
Years 7–10 as well as for the study 
of plants and animals in the science 
program for primary classes, the 
gardens comprise a half-acre inner 
garden, called the Sunny Patch, an  
acre of outer market garden and five 
acres of paddocks.

In no–dig beds, raised beds and 
containers, the students grow in-season 
vegetables including bumper crops of 
corn, potatoes, tomatoes and pumpkins 
as well as capsicums, beans, zucchini, 
cucumbers and a range of herbs. The 
two orchards grow a large array of fruit.

According to former science teacher 
David Feldman, who still volunteers 
at the school, organic farming is 
all about nutrition, plus “it’s good 
for the soil and the taste is better”. 
Organics, he sums up, are “kind to the 
garden ecosystem”.

Now recently retired, David 
established the Sunny Patch and 
orchards at Covenant and, having also 
taught horticulture at the Trade Skills 
Centre next door, started the TSC 
market garden as well.

Other organic practices at Covenant 
include composting, recycling and 
using animal manure. There are plans 
to expand the school’s composting 
system and worm farm but current 
fertilising materials, says David, consist 
of “chicken manure, organic bagged 
pellets, blood and bone and seaweed-
based liquid applications”.

As far as pest control goes, 
vegetable dusts are used but only on 
the brassicas. Another measure David 
uses is companion planting, such as 
marigolds with the tomatoes.

Mulching and an automated 
watering system minimise water 
wastage, though the property has a 
gigalitre dam as well as harvesting 
rainwater in four tanks, which together 
hold another gigalitre.

THE SCHO OL
THIS COLLEGE SCHOOLS ITS 
STUDENTS IN EVERY ASPECT OF 
ORGANIC FARMING FROM GARDENING 
TO ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
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TOP TIPS
1 Provide good nutrients for 

your soil.
2 Some seeds are best sown 

in soil and some in pre-mix.
3 Water well but less 

frequently.
4 Share techniques that work 

for you.
5 Store, label and use seeds 

rather than buy seedlings.

THE BOUNTY
The area is blessed with a cool-
temperate climate and an abundance 
of birdlife including parrots, hawks and 
other raptors. There are water birds on 
the dam and a range of small birds in 
the gardens.

Some visitors are less welcome, says 
David: “Rabbits abound and foxes, 
hares and weeds come into the gardens 
from surrounding properties.”

The pride of the gardens, he says, is 
its productive orchards, which not only 
provide “yummy treats for the students 
but also an excellent working space for 
classes to use”. He particularly values 
“the access people have to the garden. 
It is open and inviting.”

The school has a resident chef, 
Marieta — “a wonderful cook”, says 
David. “She bakes macaroni cheese, 
vegetable lasagne and butter chicken, 

sold fresh in the canteen. So students 
get to eat what’s grown and cooked 
on-site.”

Marieta especially enjoys making 
jams, savoury vegetable dishes, 
dips, cakes, soups and rice dishes. 
There are stocks of jams, pickles and 
dehydrated packs for camps, while in 
the freezer are tomato sauce and other 
excess crops as well as meat from the 
property’s livestock.

Other extra produce goes out to the 
community in the form of a food bank 
and meals for families in need.

In the end, of course, Covenant 
College is a school aimed at training 
the whole person. The students are 
taught more than just gardening.  
They also learn basic care of the 
school’s animals, which include 
alpacas, sheep, chickens and dogs. 
They’re taught how to groom dogs 

and how to look after the poultry 
and collect their eggs.

They learn about landscaping 
and land care, planting lawns and 
propagating indigenous plants. Later 
on they also learn about shearing, 
handling machinery and construction 
and fencing techniques — all the 
practical elements of a profitable 
farming enterprise.

It’s a school for life. 

1 Some of the junior school students  2 Quince tree fruiting  3 The Sunny 
Patch  4 Learning real-life applications outdoors  5 Ready for harvest   
6 The Market Garden  7 No-frills garden bed  8 The sheep/alpaca area   
9 The school’s mansion-style chook coop  10 The apple orchard
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THE STUDENTS ARE 
TAUGHT MORE THAN 
JUST GARDENING.  
THEY ALSO LEARN  
BASIC CARE OF THE 
SCHOOL’S ANIMALS.

38 | Good Organic Gardening

GARDENING FOLK | COVENANT COLLEGE

Good Organic Gardening | 39

COVENANT COLLEGE | GARDENING FOLK

38 | Good Organic Gardening


