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Ruby Payne is the authority on working across economic classes to create sustainable communities where
everyone can live well. After changing the conversation in education to focus on poverty, Payne’s work expanded
into social services, criminal justice, healthcare, the workplace, and emotional poverty. Her efforts have achieved a
global reach, and she has worked in Australia, China, Europe, India, North America, and Southeast Asia.

Payne has written or coauthored many books, including Bridges Out of Poverty. Her book A Framework for
Understanding Poverty has sold 1.8 million copies and continues to help people achieve success. Two recent
publications won IPPY awards: Emotional Poverty in All Demographics and Before You Quit Teaching.

In 1996, Payne founded aha! Process, a publishing and consulting firm, which has received awards for its publica-
tions. Payne has published books with Solution Tree Press and the Association for Middle Level Education. An
engaging and down-to-earth speaker, Payne translates abstract concepts into concrete strategies with a sense of
humor that leaves audiences wanting more.

Andy Jacks is a highly-regarded school leader, known for the energy and passion he brings to ensure his students
feel valued in school every day. He describes his favorite and most common compliment from visitors to his school
as, “It just feels different here.” Andy has been recognized with state and national awards such as School Bell Award,
Professional Development Award, Virginia Principal of the Year, and Nationally Distinguished Principal.

As a school principal, Andy skyrocketed student achievement and led a cultural transformation that gained local
and national recognition for his students and staff, including a school tour by the U.S. Secretary of Education.

As a senior fellow for the NAESP Centers for Advancing Leadership, Andy works to engage and support school
leaders nationwide through focused centers on diversity, innovation, the middle level, and women in leadership.
He has served on national task forces and has shared at congressional briefings. Andy also serves on the board of
directors of the  Autism Society of Northern Virginia.

A sought-after speaker and trainer, Andy is the author of Discipline Win: Strategies to Improve Behavior, Increase
Ownership, and Give Every Student a Chance. Find him online at andyjacks.com and on social media @_AndyJacks.
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Kevin Armstrong, the son of a kindergarten teacher, learned very early that education was paramount in his life.
Having excelled in academics and athletics in high school, Kevin signed an athletic scholarship with Middle Tennes-
see State University. After graduating with a degree in Education, he began his career as a middle school educator
in the Metropolitan Nashville Public School (MNPS) system. During this time he received his Master’s degree in
Administration and Supervision, and his Doctoral degree in Leadership and Professional Practice.

Kevin spent ten years as a classroom teacher, six years as an assistant principal and is currently in his twelfth year as
Executive Principal of DuPont Hadley Middle School. He has received numerous awards including Teacher of the
Year (building level), MNPS Middle School Principal of the Year, and National Distinguished Principal for the state of
Tennessee. Kevin was also accepted into the Principals Leadership Academy and served as a principal mentor at the
Governors’ Academy of School Leaders program. In addition, he was one of thirteen administrators chosen by MNPS
and Vanderbilt University to travel to Guangzhou, China to study their educational system.

Kevin was Middle Level-Minority At-Large Director and Middle Level At-Large Director for NAESP. He was named as
one of two nationwide fellows for NAESP’s Center for Middle Level Leadership. Kevin was elected as NAESP Vice
President for 2022-23, will serve as NAESP President-Elect for 2023-24, and NAESP President in 2024-25.
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Accommodations

Registration Form:  2022 TPA Conference

Dollywood’s DreamMore Resort
Pigeon Forge, TN 37863

www.dollywood.com/resort

Reservations: 1-800-365-5996

Room Rate $179 per night

Reserve by 10/13/2022

Mention Tennessee
Principals Conference

Availability:
First-Come / First Served
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Our mission is to support, empower and connect
Tennessee Principals.

BALANCING  PRINCIPALSHIP
Life is like riding a bike. Without balance, It’s a shaky ride.

The mountains are calling and you must go!The mountains are calling and you must go!

The Tennessee Principals Conference is open
to ALL Tennessee education leaders.
Registration information is enclosed.

TPA welcomes new members!
Visit www.tnprin.org/membership.


