
9.5 

URBAN VILL AGE

URBAN VILLAGE

9.5.1  INTRODUCTION
9.5.2  SPECIALS
9.5.3  URBAN VILL AGE L AYOUT
9.5.4  BUILT FORM: LITTLE HALDENS SQUARE
9.5.5  CHARACTER & MATERIALS
9.5.6  LOCAL VERNACUL AR
9.5.7  BUILT FORM: LOWER BROOK
9.5.8  TYPOLOGY
9.5.9  CHARACTER & MATERIALS
9.5.10 L ANDSCAPE & PUBLIC REALM
9.5.11  LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE CONNECTION
9.5.12 BOUNDARY TREATMENTS



LITTLE HALDENS, GOMM VALLEY 214

Existing landscape looking towards Little Haldens Square from the east

The Urban Village is situated at the southern end of the 
valley. Here the built fabric becomes more varied and 
somewhat denser, reflecting its function in the place both 
as a mixed-use centre and its relationship to the urbanity 
of adjacent development along London Road. 

This part of Little Haldens brings much-needed weight to the scheme – a 
centre of gravity -  strengthening its character and overall connectivity, 
and providing a social centre around a new public square; here future 
residents can meet, fulfil their daily needs and establish and sustain 
the social bridges and bonds that will underpin a happy and resilient 
community. In these ways it meets key objectives in the WDC Development 
Brief as well as the applicant’s deep commitment to sustainable living and 
well-being.  

This area of the plan is divided into two parts: Little Haldens Square together 
with the adjacent Little Haldens Family Park, and the primarily residential 
area of Lower Brook to the east. There is ease of connection between the 
two part of this Village along Ashwells Lane (South) and Brook Walk.
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Urban illustrative masterplan
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LVIA Assessment - View L Illustrative Masterplan, 15 year tree growth

LVIA Assessment - View P Illustrative Masterplan, 15 year tree growth

Undercroft parking Ashwells Lane
South

Roof terraces with 
views across valley

Houses back to back minimum 
distance of 25m

Hedgerow planted 
boundary with 

concealed fence
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9.5.2  

SPECIALS

Within the overall masterplan 20% of units are specials. 
These are buildings of an alternate character to the 
standards. In the eastern approach these articulate the 
approach route to the square, turning the corner on blocks

Approaching from the east alternative standard types mark the end of 
terrace housing and apartment blocks, turning the corners up and down 
the steep landscape. Where the road turns there are specials that uplift 
in height or change geometry to that of the street. These highlight the 
topographical quality of the existing site and give a more urban feel on the 
approach to Little Haldens Square. 

In Little Haldens Square these blocks are classified as specials as they are 
the most prominent in the new community centre.

Hedgerow planted 
boundary with 

concealed fence

Extended
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Illustrative section through Urban Village

Special buildings illustrative plan
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Illustrative view of Little Haldens Square
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The square sits at the bottom of the Gomm Valley adjacent 
to Peregrine Business Park; it is also at the junction of the 
enhanced Gomm Road where it enters the site and joins the new 
Ashwells Lane which becomes the spine road for Little Haldens. 

The square provides a physical and social heart to the walkable 
neighbourhood of Little Haldens; it is a place for public and community life 
to thrive, supported by a handful of carefully curated commercial activities 
that bring additional vitality to the place. An important principle here is 
that residents can walk or cycle along the 1:20 Ashwells Lane, or take one 
of the more direct paths, to comfortably meet their everyday needs - using 
local facilities and services; those who might be physically less active also 
have only modest distances to travel. 

Collectively, these moves reinforce the low carbon credentials of the 
place, minimise local pollution, will improve social interaction and reduce 
the impact on the local highways network.  The square will also serve 
people who want to visit the valley to enjoy the park and its regenerated 
landscape. It will help give the new development an even stronger identity 
and sense of place. 

The arrangement of the square helps ensure that it is a welcoming place 
with an appealing southerly aspect. It is relatively sheltered because of 
its location in something of a bowl in the landform and well-proportioned 
in relation to surrounding buildings so that it is not exposed or windy.  
The eastern edge of the square is active at the ground floor plane and 
will provide a particularly pleasant place to wander, meet friends, take a 
coffee, sit, hang out with children after school, or just watch the world go 
by, as it benefits from the afternoon and evening sun.

The so-called ‘soft edge’ to the buildings here with canopies, active 
frontages, planting, benches, café tables and chairs will be a magnet for 
the public – both those who live at Little Haldens and those from adjacent 
housing and communities looking for a gathering or resting place after a 
visit to the park and valley, or a gentler experience than that offered by 
shopping precincts and box retail elsewhere in the town.  The destination 
restaurant with its dedicated rooftop kitchen and seating area will be an 
added draw.   

An aerial view showing the eastern edge of Little Haldens Square

9.5.3  

LITTLE HALDENS SQUARE AND FAMILY PARK

9.5.3.1  
LITTLE HALDENS SQUARE 
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Plan of Little Haldens Square in detail, showing the rich texture of the ground surface. The diverse mixture of paver and cobbelstones, mixed with 
planting of local species provides a dynamic  and practical back drop of the activities of the square.  The Square is a place of play, markets stalls, 
concerts, meeting neighbours and friends- as well as transforming to other practical functions when needed - like additional parking.
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The Gomm Valley is a dynamic landscape, and can be a lit tle difficult to traverse. To 

the eastern edge of Gomm Square is a relatevly flat fringe that allows everyone to 

move freely and enjoy the afternoon sun, outdoors.

Most sought-after functions in square, as 
expressed at public consultation events

Ashwells Lane passes along the southern and western 
edges of the square. The lane here incorporates laybys 
which, although driving children to school will be 
discouraged as a general principle, provide for ease and 
safety of pick-up and drop-off at the primary school and 
nursery for those who have to drive, and a stop for the 
local bus service. This will also be the primary space for 
the e-car and e-bike clubs, adjacent to the proposed 
neighbourhood management centre and recycling facilities. 

The Square could be used for community festivals and events such as a 
Christmas market and choirs, outdoor film screenings, harvest festival, 
and occasional craft and food markets. With the exception of a small and 
shallow pond and fountain area and well-spaced trees, the Square will be 
free of physical encumbrances and easy to use, including from time-to-
time for parking. 

9.5.3.2  
LITTLE HALDENS SQUARE CONTINUED
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Impression of the active edge of Little Haldens Square, showing shops that open to pedestrian focused public space
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A section cut through Little Haldens Square from north to 
south, showing how the slope of the square falls with the 
natural slope of the valley floor. Car parking is located at 
the rear of the block- allowing the street level to be filled 
with shops and services.

CarparkLIttle Haldens SquareCafe & Bakery Neighbourhood resource centre Co-housing & apartments

The square is fringed by a series of single-use and 
mixed-use buildings all of which will be designed 
and built to be particularly adaptable. These 
both frame and enclose the Square and provide 
residential, commercial and community uses. 

The residential accommodation is likely to include a variety 
of smaller 1 and 2 bed apartments built above the commercial 
and community uses in the block to the south-eastern edge. 
The block to the southern edge is intended to be a co-housing 
scheme where residents share, inter alia, a courtyard garden, 
laundrette, play rooms and outdoor areas, working spaces 
and a communal kitchen. At the western edge is a mixed-use 
block containing the education premises and a specialised 
Assisted Living unit.    

The blocks have a series of sub-plots of varying sizes – a 
fine-grain – to help animate the street and make it more 
interesting to experience. The facades will also present in 
varying ways using different materials, textures and colours 
to provide a vivid and pleasing backdrop to this centre. 

The commercial facilities and services envisaged for here will 
be diligently curated by the master developer and later the 
Little Haldens Estate Management Vehicle (LHEMV) to inspire 
and support the ethos of sustainable community living and 
well-being. They were also actively supported by participants 
in public consultation events.

9.5.3.3  
OTHER BUILDINGS AND USES AROUND 
THE SQUARE

Little Haldens is not seen to be a place for mainstream 
corporate retail which is well represented elsewhere in 
Wycombe, but rather for smaller, independent retailers of 
quality and entrepreneurial and commercial acumen. The 
plan foresees the provision of: a combined coffee shop/café 
and small bakery also linked to the Summer Pergola Café 
in the park; a destination restaurant which also supports 
event catering for weddings and community festivals; a 
micro-brewery; General Store (helping to meet daily needs 
supplemented by sustainable lifestyle products and services) 
and Post Office with ATM; Health & Well-Being facility with 
gym, consulting rooms for independent practitioners and, 
potentially a GP surgery. 

Co-working, office studios and maker spaces are provided at 
the corner of the square by the junction of Ashwells Lane and 
Gomm Road. 

The community facilities and services envisaged include: a 
Neighbourhood Resource Centre which will serve as the base 
for the LHEMV, the proposed Little Haldens Community Trust 
and Gomm Valley Trust. These organisations will oversee 
community energy, events and festivals, the bus, e-car and 
e-bike clubs, the neighbourhood recycling and green waste 
programme, a tool library, logistics/drop-off facility, building, 
plumbing, electrical and repairs service, community gardens 
and allotments. 
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