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The Complex Simplicity of Summer 

If you were to ask me what my favorite season is, I would say, “Depends on the 

month.” In late August, my favorite season is fall. In late November, my favorite 

season is winter. In late February, my favorite season is spring. In late May, it’s 

summer. Notice a trend? Every time the season should start to change, I’m 

ready for the next one. Put negatively, I suppose the atmospheric wanderlust in 

my Michigander blood gets sick of being too cold, too hot, not enough snow, 

too much salt on the road, not enough football, too many mosquito bites. Put 

positively, there’s always something to look forward to, and Michigan never 

disappoints. 

Life mimics the seasons, especially when 

you have a house full of school-aged kids 

and a job connected to a school, but in 

reverse correlation to the weather. Follow 

me on this: in the fall, the birds start to 

migrate, the leaves start to change, and 

the weather gets cold. Meanwhile, the 

world goes back to school with all the 

complexity of papers, tests, schedules, and 

locker combinations. In the winter, when 

the trees are dormant and the squirrels are 

asleep, our boxes of colored lights come 

out of their plastic caves and the warmth of 

the fireplace crackles in ambient protest 

against Jack Frost. Eventually, springtime 

wakes up again with the sudden sighting of 

a robin just when all the teachers, books, 

and dirty looks start to get packed away. 

Then comes the summer. Around here, if you listen and look, it seems like every 

plant, every bug, every bird, yes even every allergen comes home to roost in a 

complex weaving of wild, pure, and complex life. Meanwhile, we sit by the 

pool, nary a care in the world. 

In mid-Michigan, the sun rises at 5:55 AM on the first day of summer. But we can 

sleep in and push snooze on the birdsong. The sun sets at 9:21 PM, but we don’t 

even notice it over the roasted marshmallows. There’s a flurry of activity on and 

in every square inch of ground, but we are drawn rather to the soft blooming 

peonies, to the gentle kiss of a warm breeze, to the sweet corn reaching slowly  

                Continued on page 2... 
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but surely towards heaven. Summer is simple because the complexity of creation’s life goes on without us. 

God works in our lives in ways that seem to repeat this atmospheric cycle. When we are relaxed and feeling 

well, we can contemplate his deeds and marvel at how he maintains the beauty of his plans for us. But 

inevitably, our souls will soon become restless in all that peace, and we will start to grumble and complain like 

dead leaves crunching underfoot. In the soul’s fall, God’s works seem to be slipping through our fingers. Then 

comes the winter of our discontent. The dark settles in, along with Seasonal Affective Disorder, and you think 

God’s silence is permanent. But of course it isn’t, and the first splash 

of a mating carp brings the newness of life back to your heart. 

The church’s season follows this by design, only instead of following 

the flurry of weather it follows our pattern of spiritual death and life. 

In the summer, we kick back in the church’s “Ordinary Time” with 

parables and epistolary lectio continua. We’re blessed and we 

know it. Throw another burger on the grill. Eventually, about the 

time we get sick of that Manna and wish we had the onions and 

leeks of Egypt, the church turns red with the fire of the End Times, 

calling us to repentance. Then in winter, when all is hopeless and 

lost, suddenly there breaks forth the Epiphanic announcement of 

the Incarnation. Hope is restored as your soul comes to life with the 

gospel, finally climaxing in the dark-dispelling brilliance of Easter 

morning, the Ascension, and the gift of Pentecost. 

Now it’s summer again outside. How’s your soul inside? I’m feeling 

pretty good now, but I know some day soon I will once again be 

ungrateful. I will again be obstinate and spiritually whiny. It’s not lost on me that the more I push God into 

winter the worse I feel, and the less I do on my own the more summery is his grace. But I also know that he 

knows that. And I know that he knows that I know that he knows that. And wretched man that I am, he will 

deliver me again and again and again and again and again and again, just as surely as the grass smells 

sweet from a fresh cutting. 

Pastor Matyas 

The Complex Simplicity of Summer        ...Continued from page 1 

Vacation Bible School 

St. Paul VBS is Monday, June 27-Friday, July 1 from 9 

a.m.-noon (no breakfast this year) at school. 

Students going into Preschool through 6th grade 

are invited to join the "Monumental" crew. 

Visit vbspro.events/p/stpaulbaycity2022 to register 

your child as a participant! We're looking for 

section and group leaders as well. Please contact 

Isabel Warren or Emily Bass if you are willing to 

volunteer.  

http://vbspro.events/p/stpaulbaycity2022
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New Officers 
During our Voters meeting on May 15, 2022, the members of St. Paul Lutheran Church elected officers. We 

want to thank God for our newly elected officers (names in bold), those who are returning, as well as those 

who have faithfully served in the past.  

 Chairman - Weston Appold 

 Vice-Chairman - Jason Schlicker 

 Secretary - Sharon Schlicker 

 Assistant Financial Secretary - Gary Behmlander, Randy Appold, Mark Begick 

 Board of Elders - Jeremy Begick, DJ Bourdow, Terry Burkhard, Ben Burnison, Jerry Schlicker, Howard 

Helmreich, Tom Appold, Scott Weiss, Brian Appold 

 Board of Trustees - Rylan Appold, Nathan Kolberg, Brett Reymore, Justin Zeilinger, Dennis Eickmeyer, Bob 

Wyman, Parker Wood, Josh Schlicker, Al Switala 

 Board of Education - Matt Schlicker, Judy Spielhaupter, Rachel Appold, Kristen Glasser, Troy Duffey, James 

Marter 

 Board of Youth Ministry - Jeremy Gehrman, Tiffany List, Heidi Eichinger, Christy Swartz, Kayla Schlicker 

 Business Management - Danny Bourdow, Dan Covieo, Lynn Hendrick, Katie Helmreich, Andy Weiss, David 

Drysdale 

 Board of Evangelism - Tom DePrekel 

 Board of Stewardship - Leeta Theiss 

New Principal Installation 

Valerie Matyas will be installed as 

principal of St. Paul Lutheran 

School during the 10:30 service 

on Sunday, July 31. A potluck in 

her honor will be held in the 

Fellowship Hall immediately 

afterwards. Please join us in 

welcoming her to the St. Paul 

team!  

Fare Thee Well and Godspeed! 

It is with deep Christian affection and love that we bid congratulations and 

farewell to our beloved principal of five years, Jack Lustila. After a lifetime of 

professional service to the Kingdom of God as an educator, he is retiring as 

principal. Please join us in thanking him for his faithfulness, his dedication, and his 

service as the leader of our beloved school! 

Our friend and colleague, Ruth Schian, is returning to her vocation as a Lutheran 

school teacher (Zion, Beaver). We say goodbye with a heavy heart, but we wish 

her God's richest blessings on this new and exciting chapter in her life. Join us in 

thanking her for her nearly six years of faithful, indispensable, and often thankless 

work as the office manager of St. Paul Lutheran Church & School! 
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Bay City, MI 48706 

Church Phone: 989.686.7140 

School Phone: 989.684.4450 

Pastor:  

Rev. Dennis Matyas 

Vicar: 

David Schultz 

Principal:  

Jack Lustila 

Secretary:  

Ruth Schian 

Newsletter articles for the next 

newsletter are due on Wednesday, 

August 10, 2022. You may submit 

articles to the email address below or 

drop them off in the office.  

 Website: www.stpaulbaycity.org 

 Email: office@stpaulbaycity.org 

 Fax: 989.684.0882 

This is the second in a series of more positive news items coming 

from nations which, historically, have been hostile to Christianity 

and to the followers of Christ. After so many years of writing 

about harsh negative and harmful responses to Christians it is 

good to see there are nations where terroristic actions are 

becoming less extreme. 

Another of those nations where “God is Moving” is 

Algeria. Algeria has persecuted Christians for centuries but now 

Christianity is growing among Berber tribes who are very active 

in spreading their Christian faith in Algeria. They are cautious yet 

vocal about what Christ has done in their lives. We praise God 

for His guidance in Algeria. 

The following note was published in The Voice of the Martyrs 

2022 Global Prayer Guide. 

‘’After local media reported that authorities had closed a 

number of evangelical churches in Algeria, believers from one of the churches found a note from a Muslim 

neighbor taped to the door of their locked church building. “To close a church is something unacceptable,” 

the note read. “I am sure that Jesus is proud of you because at times you must lay aside the things that are 

important to you in order to follow his (His) path. All my respect…” Muslims are noticing the faithful obedience 

of Christians around them.’’ 

The only reply to this is, OH MY! PRAISE GOD FOR HIS UNENDING GRACE!” 

All Things Considered—#2 

Matthew, Kali, Laurel, Eleanor, and Caroline Wood serve the Lord 

through The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod (LCMS) in Medan, 

Indonesia. Click here for their latest blog post. 

Rev. James and Deaconess Christel Neuendorf serve the Lord through 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) in Puerto Rico. Click here 

to read their latest newsletter. 

Missionaries & Foreign Workers Supported by 

St. Paul 

https://www.theseaside.asia/blog
https://mcusercontent.com/5b2981402d462c25bbc441acf/files/99e087d0-5c71-a0a8-3d7f-120ec7298781/05.2022.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/5b2981402d462c25bbc441acf/files/99e087d0-5c71-a0a8-3d7f-120ec7298781/05.2022.pdf


Acolyte and Reader Schedule for July & August 2022 

July & August Greeters 

Altar Guild and Ushers in July 

10:30 a.m. Ushers: Group #4 

Bob Eastman (686-7365) 

Cindy Eastman 

Tim Begick 

Andrew Wiess 

8 a.m. Ushers: Group #1 

Cary Behmlander (631-0914) 

Dale Jezowski 

Adam Jezowski 

Mike Appold 

Matt Schlicker 

Altar Guild: 

Margie Begick 

Cheryl Leppek 

Kristen Fisher 

Greeters:   8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m. 

Sun., July 3 & Aug. 7  Greeters Needed  Tom & Missy Appold 

    Greeters Needed  Steve & Debra Neuman 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., July 10 & Aug. 14  Dale & Lynn Jezowski  Ronald & Ardith Reuther 

    Arthur & Jamie Zeilinger Bonnie List 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., July 17 & Aug. 21  Tom & Nancy Hoerauf  Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick 

    Lura Gehrman & Rita Tilley Tiffany List & Rachel Abraham 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., July 24 & Aug. 28  Angela Buda   Vaughn & Margie Begick 

    Greeters Needed  Janet & Paulette Beckers 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., July 31   Wayne & Darlene Zeilinger Floyd & Julia Appold 

    Greeters Needed  Marian & Terry Kernstock 
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More volunteers 

are needed to fill 

the voids in the 

schedule. Please 

contact Scott Weiss 

(989-686-0978) if 

you are willing to 

be a greeter. 

Acolytes: 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.        Readers:  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

Sun., July 3 Elaina Garcia  Outdoor Service  John Schlicker  Richard Doan 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sun., July 10 Isaac Hendrick  Ava Begick    —-   —- 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sun., July 17 Noah Helmreich Hayden Kusterer   —-  Brian Appold 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sun., July 24 Alex Schlicker  Sofia Glasser   Sam Britton  John Rodgers 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sun., July 31 Jozelynn Begick Owen Wiess    —-   —- 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sun., Aug. 7 Kaleb Kusterer  Chase Wyman   Scott Engelhardt Terry Burkhard 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sun., Aug. 14 Maura Zeilinger Outdoor Service   —-  Jeremy Warren 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sun., Aug. 21 Alex Schlicker  Iva Bebow   Ken Van Cise   —- 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sun., Aug. 28 Lillian Bourdow  Daniel Haas   Ben Helmreich  Howard McMullen 

Head Usher:  

Dale Jezowski (327-7613) 

Altar Guild and Ushers in August 

10:30 a.m. Ushers: Group #5 

Bob Campbell (401-7766) 

Terry Burkhard 

Rich Doan 

Wayne Stieve 

Mike Myers 

8 a.m. Ushers: Group #2 

Randy Appold (239-2072) 

Weston Appold 

Greg Behmlander 

Matt Appold 

Daryl Appold 

Rylan Appold 

Altar Guild: 

Lynn Strawn 

Dorothy Helmreich 

Sally McMullen 

Head Usher:  

Dale Jezowski (327-7613) 
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July Office Hours: 

Open Wednesday & Thursday from 8 a.m.– 3 p.m. 

Closed Monday, Tuesday, Friday 




