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“The More Things Change ... 

… the more they stay the same.” Often the axiom can be said sarcastically, or 

to indicate the deeper social observance that the status quo only changes 

when there’s a change of heart amongst enough people. Case in point: if you 

are depressed when you’re at home, then going on an expensive vacation isn’t 

likely to cure you of your malaise—you’ll just be depressed in another country. 

Or more positively: the kids grow up, move away, but you still find ways to 

connect as a family in tangible loving ways.  

In the church, things change all the time. Every week the sermon is different, 

and even if the same sermon is preached twice (“No, I’ve never recycled a 

sermon,” he said sarcastically.), the congregation is slightly different. Your 

experiences are different, the personnel is different, the organ grows slightly out-

of-tune with the change in humidity. But the more those changes happen, the 

more the church focuses on what stays the same: the gospel. Simply put, the 

more things change, the more Jesus stays the same. 

This summer there are a few changes happening at St. 

Paul. 

First, there will be a whole slew of outgoing leaders on 

every board. Incoming are many who will be serving for 

the very first time. We thank God for their willingness to 

come forward and serve. Elders will still assist with worship, 

BBM will still oversee the budget, Trustees will still fix things. 

The more things change, the more they stay the same. 

Second, we are bidding adieu to our colleague Jack 

Lustila who is retiring from his role as principal. He has 

served us faithfully and well for five years, and St. Paul 

Lutheran School was blessed to have him. Incoming is 

Valerie Matyas, who will put her own personal spin on the 

same office. Kids will go to school, teachers will teach, 

disciples of Christ will be strengthened. The more things 

change, the more they stay the same. 

Third, we are also bidding a fare-thee-well to our Office 

Manager and friend Ruth Schian, who is beginning her 

own new journey teaching 3-4 Grade at Zion Beaver. 

Incoming will be Nicole Burnison, who will pick up right where Ruth left off. 

Bulletins will be printed, schedules will be coordinated, information will be 

organized. The more things change, the more they stay the same. 

Finally, the Ministry Center debt will be paid down significantly. So far, from the  

                Continued on page 2... 



 Page 2 St. Paul Lutheran Church & School Newsletter 

beginning of the capital campaign (in 2019!), a couple hundred giving units have added to the subtraction. 

Every month I see the hard numbers from the Treasurer, but equally interesting to me is the report I recently 

received from Ken Van Cise (he’s been keeping track of those pledges). Here 

are the bare facts he gave me (I’ll quote when I’m quoting him directly): 

Beginning in the final quarter of 2018, and as of the end of 2021, 119 giving units 

made timed pledges. Of those pledges, 85 “met or nearly met their pledge 

amounts (within about 80% of the pledge). Several of these members exceeded 

their pledges.” 12 pledgers made no contributions in 2021. 

He goes on to congratulate and thank those who contributed to the Ministry 

Center, and I second those praises. Comparing Ken’s brief report with the 

Treasurer’s brief report, I am very optimistic about the Ministry Center debt. First, 

those who said they would give can be reminded to keep their promise. 

Second, those who haven’t had the opportunity to give yet will start giving. 

Third, those who have given will not likely stop giving. All told, even if the 

monthly contributions stay the same, the mortgage will still be burned in less 

than 7 years. There’s no reason we can’t cut that time in half. 

Besides, the sooner that debt is gone, the more comfortable we will be planning the next big projects: 

expanding and improving the school. Stay buckled up, St. Paul, because this train isn’t slowing down. The 

more things change, the more they stay the same. 

Pastor Matyas 

“The More Things Change ...      ...Continued from page 1 

Join the Journey 

Contact information for new 

members received since the 

latest directory was published 

is provided in the blue photo 

album at the bottom of the 

display case, where new 

member pictures are 

displayed, in the church 

entry. Pictures removed to 

make room for new ones are 

stored in the photo album 

until those recently received 

members are pictured in a 

new directory.  Marybeth Lantz 

Welcome to the St. Paul Family 
Marybeth Lantz transferred from Peace Lutheran, Saginaw, where she 

had been a member for 50 years. She and her husband were blessed 

with 53 years of marriage. Their son and their daughter attended school 

at Peace Lutheran and VLHS; they both married and have added four 

grandchildren and two great grandchildren to her family. Marybeth 

enjoys quilting and traveling.  
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LWML Friendship Circle News 
Friendship Circle has been blessed with 

hearing from some wonderful speakers and 

mission groups in our area over the last few 

months.  

Jill from the Good Samaritan Rescue Mission 

shared with us how they are pursuing to, by 

the love of God, equip the hurting and 

homeless of Mid-Michigan through 

guidance and godly care that will lead their 

guests toward God-honoring, sustainable 

solutions and permanent housing. They have 

a wonderful ministry that constantly is 

growing and changing. Please pray for 

them as they seek God's guidance to help 

those in need. 

Mr. Kyle DeWees and Mrs. Heidi Behnke of 

Valley Lutheran High School shared with our 

group the happenings of Valley Lutheran 

High School. God has blessed the school 

with a recent addition and they were able 

to talk about some of those blessings along 

with what the ministry goals of the school 

are and how those are being met. 

Mr. Jack Lustila, our Principal here at St. Paul, 

also spent some time with our group talking 

about his time at St Paul and the things that 

have been happening. St. Paul has been 

very blessed to have Mr. Lustila serve here and we will miss him greatly but we know God has continued plans 

for both he and Kathy. 

If you have a heart for mission's and encouraging people in service and growing in Christ, consider joining us 

on Thursday, September 15th at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Watch for more information over the summer. 

Come and be a part of something bigger than you!  

Matthew, Kali, Laurel, Eleanor, and Caroline Wood serve the Lord 

through The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod (LCMS) in Medan, 

Indonesia. Click here for their latest blog post. 

Rev. James and Deaconess Christel Neuendorf serve the Lord through 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) in Puerto Rico. Click here 

to read their latest newsletter. 

Missionaries & Foreign Workers Supported by 

St. Paul 

https://www.theseaside.asia/blog
https://mcusercontent.com/5b2981402d462c25bbc441acf/files/93fb64ea-0388-2102-40eb-80765ebc281d/03.2022.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/5b2981402d462c25bbc441acf/files/93fb64ea-0388-2102-40eb-80765ebc281d/03.2022.pdf
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Ladies Aid News: Run for the Roses! 
It may not have been Churchill Downs, but you wouldn't have known that by looking at the hats. Ladies Aid 

met Monday, May 2, and the ladies all enjoyed showing off their creativity with their Kentucky Derby hats. 

Whether large or small, purchased or handmade, all were works of art and the topics of much fun and 

laughter. Stacy Schlicker led us first in a devotion based on The Sower and then there was a short business 

meeting that included a discussion on our annual contribution to the congregation. Our meetings will pause 

over the summer and we look forward to seeing everyone again in September! Keep an eye on the bulletin 

and/or Ladies Aid Facebook page for any short notice updates. 

Dear St. Paul Family, 

I would like to thank you for all of the support that you have given me over the years. I would especially like to 

thank you for the financial support that you have blessed me with while pursuing my future goals as a 

professional church worker. I currently just finished my sophomore year studying business and theology in the 

Pre-Deaconess program with a world and intercultural studies minor at Concordia University in Seward, NE. I 

would also like to thank you for your prayers and encouragement. I’m thankful for the blessing that St Paul has 

been in my life and I will continue to keep you in my thoughts and prayers. 

God’s blessings,  

Lydia Schultz 
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In Case You Didn’t Know... 

Assistive Listening Devices 

Hearing devices that allow individuals with or without hearing aids to hear the service with 

greater clarity are available. They are located in back of church by the computer. We now 

have new earphones which has helped with the clarity of sound. 

Card Ministry 

We send birthday cards (St. Paul staff, the homebound, and 90+ years), anniversary 

cards (50+ years), sympathy cards, and get well cards to St. Paul members. Please 

take time to sign the cards in the back of church.  

Livestream & DVDs 

Livestream of church services is available on Facebook or YouTube. If anyone desires a DVD 

instead of watching the livestream, we would be happy to make a copy. Please contact 

Darlene at 989-737-9937. 

St. Paul Lutheran 

Church Newsletter 

May 18, 2022 

Volume 27—Issue 5 
 

6100 Westside Saginaw Road 

Bay City, MI 48706 

Church Phone: 989.686.7140 

School Phone: 989.684.4450 

Pastor:  

Rev. Dennis Matyas 

Vicar: 

David Schultz 

Principal:  

Jack Lustila 

Secretary:  

Ruth Schian 

Newsletter articles for the next 

newsletter are due on Wednesday, 

June 8, 2022. You may submit articles 

to the email address below or drop 

them off in the office.  

 Website: www.stpaulbaycity.org 

 Email: office@stpaulbaycity.org 

 Fax: 989.684.0882 

This is the first of seven articles taken from The Voice of the Martyrs 2022 Global Prayer Guide.  These articles 

will be of a much more positive nature than many written in the past 20+ years.  Considering everything in our 

poor, sinful world there are some nations experiencing a faithful Christian resurgence.  This series will note 

those events and celebrate the goodness of God in all things. 

We can see that “God is Moving in West Africa.”  (Fifteen nations comprise West Africa including Nigeria, 

Niger, Ivory Coast, Gambia, Ghana, Liberia, Mauritania, and Sierra Leone.) 

“Christians in one region of West Africa are seeing entire 

people groups turn to Christ, despite official statistics 

showing the region is 99 percent Muslim.  While members 

of the nomadic Fulani ethnic group historically have been 

difficult to reach, that has changed since Fulani 

evangelists began distributing audio Bibles among their 

own people.  The Bible distributions have resulted in the 

spread of the gospel throughout the region and many 

Fulani coming to faith in Christ.  And the Fulani evangelists 

continue to visit the new believers, encouraging and 

nurturing their growing faith.”  Hallelujah! 

Muslim Fulani tribesmen have been notorious in murdering and enslaving Christians and destroying villages 

across northern Nigeria.  At times these terrors have made international news because of the extent or 

viciousness of their raids.  What is happening because of these active, brave evangelists is remarkable and 

reason to give heartfelt thanks to God for His intervention. 

All Things Considered—#1 



Acolyte and Reader Schedule for June 2022 

June Greeters 

Altar Guild and Ushers in June 

Head Usher: Dale Jezowski (327-7613) 

Group #6: 

(10:30 a.m.)  

Brian Appold  

Andy Weiss  

Scott Weiss  

Jeffrey Olson  

Eddie Switek 

Ushers: 

Group #3: 

(8:00 a.m.)  

Herb Matthes  

Bob Schlicker  

Jason Schlicker  

Art Zeilinger  

Peter Auernhammer  

 

Altar Guild: 

Joanne Behmlander 

Missy Appold 

Jean Begick 

Greeters: 8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m. 

Sun., June 5 Greeters Needed  Tom & Missy Appold 

  Greeters Needed  Steve & Debra Neuman 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., June 12 Dale & Lynn Jezowski  Ronald & Ardith Reuther 

  Arthur & Jamie Zeilinger Bonnie List 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., June 19 Tom & Nancy Hoerauf  Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick 

  Lura Gehrman & Rita Tilley Tiffany List & Rachel Abraham 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., June 26 Angela Buda   Vaughn & Margie Begick 

  Greeters Needed  Janet & Paulette Beckers 
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More volunteers are needed 

to fill the voids in the 

schedule. Please contact 

Scott Weiss (989-686-0978) if 

you are willing to be a 

greeter. 

Acolytes:       Readers:  

Sun., June 5 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

  Lillian Bourdow  Jozelynn Begick Jack Lustila  Terry Burkhard 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., June 12 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Elise Helmreich  Charles Begick  Scott Engelhardt Jeremy Warren 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., June 19 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Olivia Matyas  Eli Bebow  Ken Van CIse  David Schultz 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., June 26 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Dolan Wills  Chase Wyman  Ben Helmreich  Howard McMullen 

Family Elder List (June 2021-May 2022) 

Family Name: Elder:   
 

A-Az Abraham-Ayala Brian Appold 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

B-Bk Bach-Berger  Howard Helmreich 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Bl-Dij  Blondin-Dijak  Jeremy Warren 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Dik-Gib Divo-Gibson  Roger Hendrick 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Gic-J  Gittins-Jezowski Richard Doan 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Your elder should be able to answer any church related questions you may have, or they can find the 

person who can answer your question. 

Family Name: Elder:   
 

K-L  Kinney-Lutz  Howard McMullen 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

M-Pe  MacLeod-Persons Scott Weiss 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Pf-Schl  Pfau-Schlicker  Tom Appold 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Schm-Wag Schmidt-Wagner Howard McMullen 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wah-Z  Wajer-Zielinski  Zac Benkert 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 Page 7 St. Paul Lutheran Church & School Newsletter 



 Page 8 St. Paul Lutheran Church & School Newsletter 




