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Pulling the Loose Thread 

I still have a few articles of clothing from back in 

seminary days when I used to shop at the consignment 

shop on campus—which means they were already old 

enough for someone else to get rid of them when I got 

them. Consequently, those pieces tend to have loose 

threads. Most of the “nicer” stuff I got rid of along the 

way (like a too-small green shirt that never really 

buttoned properly but somehow worked just fine for a 

poor student thank you very much), but there are still a 

few loose threads waving around my closet. Because 

the clothes were old and nearly free, I don’t take care 

of them as well as the other stuff. I know loose threads 

should be carefully trimmed with scissors, but the way I usually treat them is to 

wrap them around my finger a few times, grip the fabric end firmly, and YANK! 

Needless to say, that method hasn’t always worked so well. Sometimes a thread 

separates itself cleanly and without argument. Other times, it stays connected 

like a gaberdine fishing line, resentfully dragging several more inches of fabric 

with it. “That’ll teach you,” it seems to sneer back, and you suddenly cotton on 

to the fact that if you keep pulling, the entire thing will unravel. The loose thread 

was the flaw; but its stubbornness at being pulled ruins the rest of the article 

because it’s connected. Maybe you didn’t realize it at first, but it is. You just 

wanted to help the sweater look nicer, but the sweater preferred the flaw. It 

rebels against the pull. 

In some youth ministry somewhere, I had a kid who suffered from a combination 

of late puberty and developmental issues and therefore was decidedly 

defensive around his much taller peers. At the slightest hint of a short joke from 

them, he would fly into a Hulk-like rage. Really, this normally sweet kid would just 

snap on a dime: face red, spittle flying, screaming threats. I kind of felt bad for 

his peers, who thought they were playing around with their friend and were 

rewarded with a right hook. But I definitely felt bad for the kid, because his 

adolescence precluded him from realizing that such defensiveness was not 

about his size so much as his feelings of inadequacy stemming from a worthless 

father who abandoned him. It was complicated, it was valid, and worst of all he 

didn’t realize it. It was a run in the stockings that couldn’t be stitched up at 

youth group. Psychoanalysis aside, this is the reality: you pull a seemingly  

                Continued on page 2... 
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innocent loose thread, and the whole shirt unravels. 

I knew a pastor who spoke with a woman who went to church about five times a year. He called her 

because word on the street was that she was angry with him because he encouraged her in a letter to 

worship more frequently. I thought it was a reasonable encouragement (especially coming from a pastor), 

but he had pulled a thread and she unraveled in rage. After letting her spin her yarn for several minutes, 

which included not a few sob stories and negative phrases hurled at the church’s direction, he said, “You 

know, it sounds like you aren’t really mad at me for inviting you to go to church more. It sounds like you really 

miss church and are just kind of embarrassed that someone else noticed.” Her words caught in her throat, she 

realized what had happened, and the conversation did a u-turn. From then on, her church attendance at 

least quadrupled. She had pulled on that thread so many times that when someone else did it she realized 

her clothes were threadbare. She needed a new spiritual garment, and snapping at the thread-puller wasn’t 

going to help. 

The lesson is two-fold: if someone snaps or falls apart, it is almost never about the intended tug, but something 

(or somethings) rather deeper and layered. Similarly, if you find yourself in that position, it’s a good idea to 

back up and examine the cause (or causes) before you hurt someone who didn’t mean anything by what 

they said. 

Sew what’s your loose thread? Something that, wittingly or 

unwittingly, pulls the fibers apart when tugged. It can be as small as 

a thimble, or severe enough to rip you apart. The scary thing is, you 

can’t always tell the difference. But something that really bothers 

you or sets you off is often indicative of a richly woven issue that has 

never been resolved. You need to watch for it, because everything is 

connected, whether you find the thread an immediate threat or not. 

Your life and your experiences are interwoven, interconnected, and 

irreducible. Everything bears on everything. The bleeding woman 

touched the hem of Jesus’ garment in secret because she was 

afraid. Nicodemus came to Jesus in the dark of night because he 

wanted to protect his prestigious position and reputation. The men walked away from the stoning because 

they couldn’t cast the first stone. Herod killed the boys of Bethlehem because the Magi said, “King.” Ananias 

needed divine intervention before he met and baptized Saul, because the latter had literally been killing 

Christians. Only Jesus can peer into the hearts of other men and know what and why they are thinking and 

acting the way they are. (Incidentally, that made him distrust everyone (John 2:24).) 

Garments of trauma, memory, personality, pet peeves, everything and anything can manifest itself in the 

smallest poking thread, and everyone has them. Whether you pull it yourself or someone else pulls it for you, 

caution and charity are warranted in every case. You always have a choice: locate it, and carefully snip it 

free to protect the rest of the garment, or leave the thread alone.  

Better yet: let’s all wear new garments. Wedding garments. Let’s wear the free clothes we had white-washed 

in the blood of the lamb. And next week in church the laundromat is wide open. 

Pastor Matyas 

Pulling the Loose Thread       ...Continued from page 1 
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Ladies Aid News 

Contact information for new members received since the latest directory was published is provided in the blue photo album at the 

bottom of the display case, where new member pictures are displayed, in the church entry. Pictures removed to make room for new ones 

are stored in the photo album until those recently received members are pictured in a new directory.  

Roger & Linda Lee Brown 

Welcome to the St. Paul Family 
“We are so happy to be members of St. Paul Lutheran, Frankenlust!” 

That’s what Roger and Linda Lee Brown said when they transferred 

from Messiah Lutheran, Midland, MI and came to St. Paul. Prior to 

Messiah, Midland, they were members of Immanuel Lutheran, Bay 

City for decades. 

Roger and Linda have three grown children, two of whom are in 

Michigan, and daughter Michelle lives in Arizona. 

Linda Lee continues to work fulltime at Frankenmuth Bavarian Inn as 

Entertainment Coordinator and House Musician/Band. Roger is 

retired from Delta College and now works at Home Depot in 

Midland. In addition, Roger is also sound and light engineer for Linda 

Lee and others and that keeps him very busy. 

Roger and Linda have a new dog named Fritzie. He was recently 

adopted by them and is very lovable. 

They do love St. Paul and the friendliness of the members, and as 

time frees up for them, you may see them more involved in activities 

in Church.  

Ro Hardy extended greetings and welcomed all members and guest. Morgan Lutz read a devotion based on 

John 20:16. "Mary!" Jesus said. She turned to him and cried Rabboni! (which is Hebrew for Teacher)". 

Immediately, Mary's heart recognized what her eyes had failed to see. The voice that had rescued her, 

casting seven evil spirits from her--the voice of the One she followed served and loved--called her by name. 

Jesus knew her name, and she knew His voice. Because Mary had spent so much time with Jesus, she 

instantly recognized the sound of her name on His lips. Likewise the more time we spend in prayer and in His 

Word, the more our ears are tuned to His voice in our lives. Close your eyes; listen as the voice of the Savior 

tenderly breathes into your spirit every syllable of your name today.  

As always we all enjoyed a delicious potluck meal that left everyone full 

and content. We had a short meeting. Followed by honoring our newest 

members who turned 70: Claudia Russell, Joan Elenbaas, Carolyn 

Grussing and Darlene Zeilinger. Flowers were passed out to the honorary 

members. 

Our May 2nd meeting is Derby Hat night. You are invited to bring a guest 

(friend, daughter, mother). All should wear their hats with pride. See you 

then.  
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Save the Date for VBS at St. Paul 

June 26-July 1, 2022  

Family Elder List (June 2021-May 2022) 

Family Name: Elder:   
 

A-Az Abraham-Ayala Brian Appold 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

B-Bk Bach-Berger  Howard Helmreich 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Bl-Dij  Blondin-Dijak  Jeremy Warren 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Dik-Gib Divo-Gibson  Roger Hendrick 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Gic-J  Gittins-Jezowski Richard Doan 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

Your elder should be able to answer any church related questions you may have, or they can find the 

person who can answer your question. 

St. Paul Members Bus Trip 

The “JOY” Senior Group is sponsoring a bus trip on Thursday, May 19th 

to visit 3 Lighthouses and a Winery in upstate lower Michigan. This trip 

will leave St. Paul Church at 8 a.m., have lunch at Big Boy in Alpena, 

supper at Iva’s Chicken Dinner and arrive home about 7:30 p.m. The 

cost will be $65 with meals, tips included. This trip is open to all St. Paul 

members—single or married. If you’d like to bring a friend, feel free to 

invite one to join us. If interested, please call Virginia Hutter (989-686-

3262) or Bonnie List (989-686-6848). The deadline to register is May 8.  

St. Paul Lutheran 

Church Newsletter 

April 20, 2022 

Volume 27—Issue 4 
 

6100 Westside Saginaw Road 

Bay City, MI 48706 

Church Phone: 989.686.7140 

School Phone: 989.684.4450 

Pastor:  

Rev. Dennis Matyas 

Vicar: 

David Schultz 

Principal:  

Jack Lustila 

Secretary:  

Ruth Schian 

Newsletter articles for the next 

newsletter are due on Wednesday, 

May 11, 2022. You may submit articles 

to the email address below or drop 

them off in the office.  

 Website: www.stpaulbaycity.org 

 Email: office@stpaulbaycity.org 

 Fax: 989.684.0882 

Family Name: Elder:   
 

K-L  Kinney-Lutz  Howard McMullen 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

M-Pe  MacLeod-Persons Scott Weiss 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Pf-Schl  Pfau-Schlicker  Tom Appold 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Schm-Wag Schmidt-Wagner Howard McMullen 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wah-Z  Wajer-Zielinski  Zac Benkert 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The following article is published in its entirety as a follow-up to the March, 2022 persecuted church column.  

The news is very good for the Christian church and we celebrate this victory for freedom of speech and 

faithful expression. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
TONY PERKIN’S WASHINGTON UPDATE, MARCH 30, 2022 

THE FINNISH LINE FOR FREEDOM 

 

Tony Perkins 

 
It's an incredible victory in a trial that should have never taken place. After months of wondering about her 

fate -- and the fate of religious freedom in general -- Finnish member of Parliament, Dr. Päivi Räsänen, was 

finally cleared of all charges, three years after her Bible tweet ignited an international firestorm. After months 

of anxiety and global scrutiny, both Räsänen and Rev. Juhana Pohjola, who was also accused of "hate 

crimes" for his orthodox views of sexuality, can breathe a sigh of relief. 

"It is not for the district court to interpret biblical concepts," the judges ruled, unanimously -- ordering 

prosecutors to pay more than 60,000 euros in legal costs. For Räsänen, who became the latest face of the 

religious freedom debate, the vindication was a long time coming. "I am so grateful the court recognized the 

threat to free speech and ruled in our favor. I feel a weight has been lifted off my shoulders after being  

               Continued on page 6... 

Persecuted Church 

https://www.frc.org/get.cfm?i=BY03H27
https://www.frc.org/get.cfm?i=BY03H27
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2022/mar/30/evangelical-politician-bishop-finland-cleared-hate/
https://www.frc.org/get.cfm?i=BY03H27
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Persecuted Church              ...Continued from page 5 

acquitted. Although I am grateful for having had this chance to stand up for freedom of speech, I hope that 

this ruling will help prevent others from having to go through the same ordeal," she said. 

Rev. Pohjola, who sometimes got lost in the story of the high-profile government official facing jail for quoting 

the Bible, agreed that it was a big win. "I hope this gives new encouragement for Christians to teach and 

confess their faith also in the public arena," he told Fox News. "However, in the court decision it was said that 

our pamphlet includes offensive speech against homosexuals but not defaming in the criminal sense. That 

makes me worried, because although people can be offended by different things, the biblical teaching is 

never offensive in the sense of degrading human value. But it's truthful, healing and liberating. I do not accept 

the idea that our writing included hate speech -- no matter what the surrounding society might say." 

FRC, which had worked to raise awareness about Räsänen and the international impact of her case, was just 

as grateful for the court's decision. More than 14,000 of you signed prayer petitions that our own Andrew 

Brunson, special advisor for Religious Freedom, was able to hand-deliver to the MP during her trial -- providing 

great comfort as she endured what no member of a free society should. 

Rep. Chip Roy (R-Texas), who's made Räsänen's plight a rallying cry -- co-authoring an op-ed with me and 

pushing the story in the U.S. media, celebrated with people around the world for the justice the court 

delivered. "But," he insisted, "the fact that there was even a prosecution is unacceptable and a reminder that 

we must remain vigilant in defense of our faith, our values, and the very unalienable rights that form the 

foundation of Western Civilization. God bless M.P. Räsänen, Bishop Pohjola, the lawyers at Alliance Defending 

Freedom International, and other organizations such as Family Research Council who took up their cause. 

Onward." 

As our good friend Sam Brownback, former U.S. ambassador at large for International Religious 

Freedom, reminded everyone, freedom of speech includes religious speech. Anything less will not be tolerated 

-- not in Finland, not here. 

 

“Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon His name; make known His deeds among the peoples!”  Psalm 105:1.  

We are thankful for our Lord’s guidance, protection and wisdom in Finland. May that extend throughout the 

world. 

 

Matthew, Kali, Laurel, Eleanor, and Caroline Wood serve the Lord 

through The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod (LCMS) in Medan, 

Indonesia. Click here for their latest blog post. 

Rev. James and Deaconess Christel Neuendorf serve the Lord through 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) in Puerto Rico. Click here 

to check out their Facebook page “Send James and Christel”. 

Missionaries & Foreign Workers Supported by 

St. Paul 

https://www.foxnews.com/world/case-dismissed-finnish-mp-bishop-in-free-speech-religious-liberty-trial
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/religious-freedom-trial-finland-christians
https://twitter.com/SamuelBrownback/status/1509128255005204484?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Etweet
https://www.theseaside.asia/blog
https://www.facebook.com/sendjamesandchristel/
https://www.facebook.com/sendjamesandchristel/


Acolyte and Reader Schedule for May 2022 

May Greeters 

Altar Guild and Ushers in May 

Head Usher: Dale Jezowski (327-7613) 

 

Group #5: 

(10:30 a.m. and any evening services  

during the last half of the month.)  

Bob Campbell (401-7766) 

Terry Burkhard 

Rich Doan 

Wayne Stieve 

Mike Myers 

Ushers: 

Group #2: 

(8:00 a.m. and any evening services 

during the first half of the month)  

Randy Appold (239-2072) 

Weston Appold 

Greg Behmlander 

Matt Appold 

Daryl Appold 

Rylan Appold 

Altar Guild: 

Lynn Strawn 

Dorothy Helmreich 

Sally McMullen 

Greeters: 8:00 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 

 

Sun., May 1 Greeters Needed   Tom & Missy Appold 

  Greeters Needed   Steve & Debra Neuman 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., May 8 Dale & Lynn Jezowski   Ronald & Ardith Reuther 

  Arthur & Jamie Zeilinger  Bonnie List 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., May 15 Tom & Nancy Hoerauf   Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick 

  Lura Gehrman & Rita Tilley  Tiffany List & Rachel Abraham 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., May 22 Angela Buda    Vaughn & Margie Begick    

  Greeters Needed   Janet & Paulette Beckers 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., May 29 Wayne & Darlene Zeilinger  Floyd & Julia Appold    

  Greeters Needed   Marian & Terry Kernstock 
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More volunteers are needed to fill the voids in the schedule. Please contact Scott Weiss (989-686-0978) if you 

are willing to be a greeter. 

Acolytes:       Readers:  

Sun., May 1 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

  Daniel Haas  Nathan Coyer  John Schlicker  Richard Doan 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., May 8 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Maura Zeilinger Jozelynn Begick Pastor Matyas  Pastor Matyas 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., May 15 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Eli Bebow  Landon LaForest Pastor Matyas  Brian Appold 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., May 22 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Elise Helmreich  Rylie Garrett  Sam Britton  John Rodgers 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thurs., May 26 3:30 p.m.  6:30 p.m.   

(Ascension Day) Maura Zeilinger Kaleb Kusterer 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., May 29 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Iva Bebow  Nathan Coyer  Zachary Benkert Pastor Matyas 



 Page 8 St. Paul Lutheran Church & School Newsletter 



 Page 9 St. Paul Lutheran Church & School Newsletter 




