
It’s Weird for Me, Too... 

SAVED   
 by Jesus, 

SENT   
to serve. 

Last month Soon-to-be-Vicar Schultz wrote a newsletter article about his 

upcoming foray into the seminarian bliss that is a world class 4-year theological 

education. His nervous energy is palpable for this official first step, and the word 

he used to describe it was “weird.” 

As I reflect on that myself, I would be remiss if I didn’t admit that there is some … 

weirdness … in my own heart, too. But not for the same reasons. 

Going to seminary isn’t weird for me. With the exception of 2014, I have been 

an official student of Concordia Seminary since fall of 2007. My favorite place 

on the planet is Concordia Seminary, and stepping foot on campus is about as 

comforting and homey to me as it gets. Some of the closest relationships I have 

were formed at the seminary, and moving to St. Louis two days after my 

wedding further cemented the emotional bond as it defined the first few years 

of our marriage. I used to walk or bike to class in the morning, and when I 

crossed Clayton Road I’d glance east to see the Gateway Arch off the in the 

distance. The majestic sight felt to me like a portal into adulthood, marriage, 

education, ministry. Then I’d round the corner of Demun Ave., past Carl’s Deli 

(best pastrami sandwiches ever), and hike up the walk behind the brick houses 

on San Bonita Ave. Looming before me was 

Luther Tower—hardly comparable in 

engineering to the Gateway Arch, but no less 

majestic. I would imagine myself climbing the 

educational tower step by step, each height 

another modicum of theological understanding, 

until I summited the top where I could safely 

unsheathe my ministerial sword and confidently 

preach Satan back into hell. It was not easy, 

especially in the beginning, but slowly but surely 

the lightbulbs starting turned on in my head. The 

thought of going back, of taking that journey all 

over again, is not at all sour to me. I loved it. So 

David going to school, reading new books, 

writing papers and journals, is not weird to me. 

I’m actually jealous of him. 

David being a pastor isn’t weird for me, either. Many of you, when we started 

bandying this idea around, said, “It’s about time. He should have been a pastor 

years ago.” I agree, and he can tell you one night a few years ago when I 

begrudgingly told him he should go to the seminary. I say “begrudgingly”  
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because I thought that might have meant losing him to the traditional route. Still, his modesty would cause 

him embarrassment for me to praise his personal qualifications ala 1 Timothy, many of which are stronger in 

him than in me (especially the “slow to anger” parts). The advent of the SMP became for me the greatest 

thing since sliced bologna. 

No, what’s weird for me is giving up some pastoral control. I have been a sole pastor for almost 10 years. 

Including funerals, weddings, and other special services I preach on average 70+ sermons a year. It’s hard to 

explain, but I am exceedingly jealous for my pulpit and the direction of teaching. I don’t even like the round-

robin pastor-sharing Lent series, because I don’t want someone else to give you less than you deserve. If 

anyone is going to short-change the congregation in the sermon, at least it should be me. Another man in 

the pulpit is like another man dancing with my wife; it’s just … weird. But it isn’t my pulpit anyway; it belongs to 

Christ, and on my own I can only ruin everything. It’s also hard for me to wrap my head around a different 

level of communication. I have a gaping weakness in the area of day-to-day scheduling communication, 

and most of my pastoral ministry is known only to me and the people who receive it. Since I was the only one, 

no one else really needed to be brought in on it … until now. Simple things like, “I saw so-and-so at the 

hospital,” and “So-and-so needs communion,” need to be shared and communicated, and I am seeking 

advice for healthy systems because I’ve just never had another pastor’s ministry to consider. That’s a little 

weird. 

Other aspects of the ministry need to be adjusted and planned for; some on the fly, others by observation 

and trial-and-error. That’s something we’ll all figure out together, and David and I will continually visit those 

issues. So for my part, taking this pilgrimage to the Heiligenstadt in February will hopefully serve to answer my 

nagging questions as one of a soon-to-be-two-man pastoral staff when I ask the experts. It’s weird; but it’s 

also exciting, and has to mark a significant departure from my arrogant belief that the sun rises and sets on 

Matyas’ pastoral whimsy. 

God grant us the strength and wisdom to translate the unknown into known, the unclear into clear, and the 

weird into wise. 

Pastor Matyas 

It’s Weird to Me, Too... ...Continued from page 1 

Annual Report - 2021 

Parochial Report 
Baptized Membership  888 

Confirmed Membership 725 

 Total Gains 46 

Total Losses 18 

Average Sunday Attendance 

 8:00 a.m. 163 

 10:30 a.m. 118 

 Weekend 281 

Continued on page 3… 
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Baptisms 

1. Rian Reimer  January 24 

  Mark & Samantha Reimer 

2. Zander Jaskiewicz  February 8 

 Travis & Caitlynn Jaskiewicz 

3. Brittny Schwab  April 11 

4. Easton Schwab April 11 

 Eric & Brittny Schwab 

5. Joshua Srebinski  May 9 

 Brian & Amy Srebinski 

6. Delaney Srebinski  May 9 

 Brian & Amy Srebinski 

7. Holden Bradley May 23 

 Jerod & Rebecca Bradley 

8. Hannah Bradley May 23 

 Jerod & Rebecca Bradley 

9. Preston Jaskiewicz June 20 

 Chad & Ashley Jaskiewicz 

10. Ruth Schultz August 29 

 Caleb & Mary Schultz 

11. Hunter Duffey September 26 

 Troy & Shasta Duffey 

12. Gatlin Duffey September 26 

 Troy & Shasta Duffey 

13. Carolyn Behmlander October 3 

 Jonathan & Trista Behmlander 

Continued on page 4… 

Weddings 

1. Larry Winter & Carolyn Obertein  April 17 

2. Garit Hayward & Kali Wissner July 24 

3. Christopher Lutz & Morgan Auernhammer November 26 

Funerals 

1. Hedwig Gerold January 22 

2. Erwin Hoerauf February 2 

3. Richard Emeott  March 2 

4. Paul Begick March 12 

5. Jeff Schlicker July 12 

6. Lorna Ittner July 23 

7. Ferdinand Zeilinger  August 3 

8. Nancy Appold August 17 

9. Michael Mossner August 23 

10. Lori Toyzan September 2 

11. Phyllis Rush September 4 

12. Florence Wagner October 1 

13. Richard Kunkel November 5 

14. Thomas Burk November 13 

15. Marlene Goupil December 16 

16. Armond Beiser December 21 

Confirmations 

1. Sawyer Bebow  Psalm 27:1a 

2. Lillian Garcia  Psalm 119:105 

3. Brooklynn Garrett Matthew 28:20b 

4. Natalie List  2 Samuel 22:2-3 

5. Hayden Swartz  Joshua 1:9 

6. Brooke Dubie     

7. Leslie Kelley 

Releases & Transfers Out 

MARCH: 

Dan & Kim Snover Transferred out to Grace, Auburn 

Tyler Snover Transferred out to Grace, Auburn 

Andrew Snover Transferred out to Grace, Auburn 

...Continued from page 2 
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...Continued from page 3 

Transfers In, Etc. 

FEB:  Marlene Goupil  Transferred in from Faith, BC 

 Alan, Carol, & Garit Hayward  Transferred in from Immanuel, BC 

 

MAR:  Doug & Barb Dewald  Transferred in from Faith, BC 

 

APR: Logan & Rachel Lightfoot  Transferred in from Zion, Auburn 

 Kali Wissner  Transferred in from Faith, BC 

 Carolyn Grussing  Transferred in from Faith, BC 

 Shellie Franz  Transferred in from Zion, BC 

 

MAY: Brian and Amy Srebinski   Transferred in from Messiah, Bullock Creek 

  (Hannah, Spencer, Seth, Delaney, Joshua, & Ella)  

 

JUN: Nancy Markel  Transferred in from Faith, BC 

 Denise Daly  Transferred in from Zion, BC 

 

JUL: Benjamin & Nicole Burnison   Transferred in from Peace, Saginaw 

 (Olivia & Evelyn) 

 Donna Ott  Transferred in from Peace, Saginaw 

 Joan Elenbaas  Transferred in from Faith, BC 

 Larry & Lynn Strawn   Transferred in from Faith, BC 

  (Kendra, Brooke, & Mason)  

 

AUG: Eric & Heather Gengler   Transferred in from Faith, BC 

 (Morgan, Mason, & Haley)  

 Judith Coulter  Transferred in from St. Paul, Caro 

 

SEP: Karen Weis  Transferred in from Peace, Saginaw 

 Charlene Fyda  Transferred in from St. Paul’s, St. Clair Shores 

 Danny & Cynthia Wills  Transferred in from St. John’s, Pinconning 

 

OCT: Claudia Russell  Transferred in from Faith, BC 

 Jack McAlpine   Transferred in from Faith, BC 

 Erin Murdoch   Transferred in from Faith, BC 

 (Henry Schwartz)  

 Benjamin Brenner  Transferred in from Holy Cross, Saginaw 

 Greggory & Nicole Glasser   Transferred in from Zion, BC 

 (Amelia & Elyse) 

 Leo Behmlander   Transferred in from Messiah, Bullock Creek 

 Nora Michaels   Transferred in from Holy Cross, Flushing 

 

NOV: Miles Michaels   Transferred in from Holy Cross, Flushing 

 

DEC: Matthew Weiss   Transferred in from Our Redeemer, Kingsford 

 Roger & Linda Brown   Transferred in from Messiah, Bullock Creek 

Continued on page 5… 
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Number of 

Contributors 

Amount Contributed 

in 2021 

182 (35%) No Contributions 

143 (28%) $1-$1040 

82 (16%) $1040-$2600 

52 (10%) $2600-$5200 

48 (9%) $5200-10,400 

11 (2%) Over $10,400 

2021 Contribution Analysis 

Envelopes in Report 518 

Active Contributors (Envelopes that Gave) 336 (65%) 

Contributors who Gave Electronically 89 (17%) 

Average Weekly per Active Contributor $52 

Average Monthly per Active Contributor $228 

Average Annual per Active Contributor $2,730 

Just a reminder...Every first Sunday of the month you 

will have an opportunity to be a part of something 

that has collected many millions of dollars over the 

past years (since 1928) and has made a lasting 

impact on countless people. From supporting 

missionaries to helping train future church workers 

and so many things in between, these mites have 

made a difference world wide – and continue to do 

so! A large mite box will be located on the card 

signing table in the narthex. The main purposes of 

collecting these mites is to spread the Gospel in the 

United States and throughout the world. Much of 

LWML Friendship Circle 

LEAP News Nugget: Lutheran School Educators Conference Together at VLHS 

Throughout the past decade, on most annual “Dr. Martin Luther King Days” a large percentage of the 

teachers and administrators of most of the LCMS Lutheran schools of Michigan’s Great Lakes Bay Region have 

come together for an educator’s conference conducted at Valley Lutheran High School. The special event 

took place once again this year on January 17 at VLHS, with some 225 Lutheran school educators in 

attendance. 

At least thirty-five topics were addressed in sectional presentation sessions led by Lutheran school educators at 

the conference this year.  Some of the topics were “Foreign Language Idea-Sharing,” “Fostering Community 

and Belonging in Your School,” “Empowering Young Scientists,” “School Safety,” “Concerns Regarding 

Worksheets on the Computer,” “Making Wise Decisions,” “Life of Harmony,” “Differentiating Instruction,” 

“Curriculum Collaboration,” “Autism Spectrum Disorder,” “Anxious Students,” “Reaping the Most out of 

Memory Verses,” “Visual Faith in Preschool through First Grade,” “Teaching and Learning Personal 

Management,” “Art Integration,” and even more.  Much gratitude is extended to the conference director/

coordinator, VLHS Academic Dean, Miss Lisa Meyers, to all of the many who filled service or leadership roles at 

the conference, and to all conference participants, as they seek to grow in their knowledge, teaching skills, 

and commitment to lifting high the Name of their Lord among those whom they teach and serve! 

Once again, how grateful we are to our Lutheran school teachers and leaders and others as they teach, 

serve, and provide quality, Christ-centered education to our children, youth, and adults in the Name of Jesus!  

this is done though mite 

offerings which are 

collected by many 

faithful people. If you 

would like a mite box to 

use at home to collect 

loose change, please 

locate one on a back 

table in the narthex. If you 

would rather write out a check, please make it out to 

St Paul Friendship Circle. No amount is too little  -  every 

penny counts! 
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Trappings, Traditions, and a Devotional Life 

We’re far enough away from Christmas that I think we can discuss some touchy holiday topics without causing 

too much stress. And I’m not talking about taking down your outdoor light display (or at least turning them off). 

I have been reliably informed by my Red Green Show calendar (from my local PBS station supported by 

viewers like you) that I don’t have to do that until March sometime. 

I was struck by Pastor Matyas’ Epiphany sermon about the visit of the Magi, because the school chapel talk I 

had just given on that previous Monday was, in my mind, similar in some ways. We talked in Chapel about 

how there are “Jesus Christmas Songs”, and “Non-Jesus Christmas/Winter Songs”, but that there were also 

some potentially confusing “Kind of Jesus-y Christmas-Adjacent Song” as well. “The Carol of the Drum”, “Do 

You See What I See?”, and, yes, “We Three Kings” come to mind.  

It would be very easy to get really fussy about things like this, because they can and do sometimes muddy the 

waters around things that should be biblically clear. In the places in history that Christianity has been dominant 

in the culture, the forces that create cultural touchstones have often embellished the biblical narrative in such 

an amiable way that they take on a life of their own, reaching some kind of apocryphal status. If Rankin & 

Bass makes a TV special of the story, its place in the narrative is pretty well firm. Maybe a crusade should be 

mounted to rid the world of all such trivial frivolity! 

But I don’t think so. As we have chatted about the place of such things from time to time, Pastor Matyas and I 

have frequently used the word “Devotional” to describe the value of these kinds of things, and I think it would 

be a healthy thing for us as Christians make (and use well) the distinction. 

Here’s what I mean. 

No, Mary did not (as any mother of a newborn knows) ask the nonexistent 

Little Drummer Boy to “play his drum for him” (as any parent of a young 

drummer also knows). But can we can sing the song inserting ourselves into 

the story as people who, by the work of the Holy Spirit, wish to show our 

love for God by the use of our skill and talent in some way that has some 

value or weight? Yes. Yes, we can.  

See, how that works? The list could get really long – lights on the house, 

Christmas trees, presents, all the mythological gift-givers, Easter eggs, silly 

songs (“The 12 days of Christmas” was a children’s memory/elimination game originally), Max Lucado books 

(not deep theological dives, but good to bend your mind toward God), most of the decorative and symbolic 

imagery in the church sanctuary – all these things that are not necessarily commanded by God as essential 

parts of our confession, but ARE a help to our Faith.  

They are Devotional. They may become annoying distractions, exhausting trappings, or straight up idols if you 

let them, but you need not let them. For you, dear mature Christian, they can be used to bend you mind and 

your heart and your family toward God.  

Happy Epiphany! 

David Schultz 



 Page 7 St. Paul Lutheran Church & School Newsletter 

St. Paul Lutheran 

Church Newsletter 

January 19, 2022 

Volume 27—Issue 1 
 

6100 Westside Saginaw Road 

Bay City, MI 48706 

Church Phone: 989.686.7140 

School Phone: 989.684.4450 

Pastor:  

Rev. Dennis Matyas 

Director of Family Life Ministries: 

Mr. David Schultz 

School Principal:  

Mr. Jack Lustila 

Secretary:  

Mrs. Ruth Schian 

Newsletter articles for the next 

newsletter are due on Wednesday, 

February 9, 2022. You may submit 

articles to the email address below or 

drop them off in the office.  

 Website: www.stpaulbaycity.org 

 Email: office@stpaulbaycity.org 

 Fax: 989.684.0882 

As I write this, we are now 144 

days out of Afghanistan and 

counting. It seems that few 

remember this terribly sad time 

when the USA and its allies pulled 

out leaving so many hard-working 

defenders of Afghani freedoms 

undefended, covered only by 

empty promises. Many of these 

people were Christians. 

Time is moving on yet reports out 

of this sad war-torn country 

remind us that we have brothers 

and sisters in the faith still there. 

Open Doors USA’s Prayer ALERT 

for February 2022, is asking for 

prayerful attention for those who 

tell us that their names are on 

Taliban lists that have been 

circulated. They are often in 

desperate hiding fearing for their 

lives. “Pray God will place His 

hand over these secret believers 

and hide them from those who 

would persecute them for leaving 

Islam,” or for providing intentional 

aid to the USA military. 

It is also being reported that, as 

the Taliban achieves dominating 

control in Afghanistan, other 

Islamic nations are further 

emboldened to heighten 

persecution of Christians in 

countries such as Indonesia. “Pray 

for secret Christians who could 

face punishments for their faith, 

including arrest, amputations, 

lashing and even death.” 

Pray also for those who have 

escaped to refugee camps and 

western countries that they “will 

stay true to their faith and remain 

strong in the face of temptations 

and prosperity they encounter” in 

other countries. 

Lastly, pray that we may be found 

worthy of being called 

“Christian.” 

- Anonymous 

Persecuted Church: Do Not Forget!  



Acolyte and Reader Schedule for February 2022 

February Greeters 

Altar Guild, Elders, and Ushers in February 

Acolytes:       Readers:  

Sun., Feb. 6 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Olivia Matyas  Iva Bebow  Scott Engelhardt Terry Burkhard 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Feb. 13 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

  Elise Helmreich  Landon LaForest Jack Lustila  Jeremy Warren 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Feb. 20 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Eli Bebow  Charles Begick  Ken Van Cise  David Schultz 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Feb. 27 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Dolan Wills  Nathan Coyer  Ben Helmreich  Howard McMullen 

 

Group #5 (10:30 a.m.): 

Bob Campbell (401-7766) 

Terry Burkhard 

Rich Doan 

Wayne Stieve 

Mike Myers 
 

Head Usher: Dale Jezowski (327-7613) 

Ushers: 

Group #2 (8:00 a.m.): 

Randy Appold (239-2072) 

Weston Appold 

Greg Behmlander 

Matt Appold 

Daryl Appold 

Rylan Appold 
 

Altar Guild: 

Lynn Strawn 

Dorothy Helmreich 

Sally McMullen 
 

Elders: 

Zac Benkert 

Brian Appold 

Roger Hendrick 

Rich Doan 

Greeters: 8:00 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 

 

Sun., Feb. 6 Greeters Needed   Tom & Missy Appold 

  Greeters Needed   Steve & Debra Neuman 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sun., Feb. 13 Dale & Lynn Jezowski   Ronald & Ardith Reuther 

  Arthur & Jamie Zeilinger  Bonnie List 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sun., Feb. 20 Tom & Nancy Hoerauf   Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick 

  Lura Gehrman & Rita Tilley  Tiffany List & Rachel Abraham 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sun., Feb. 27 Angela Buda    Vaughn & Margie Begick    

  Greeters Needed   Janet Beckers & Paulette Beckers 
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More volunteers are needed to fill the voids in the schedule. Please contact Scott Weiss (989-686-0978) if you 

are willing to be a greeter. 
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