
O Tannenbaum! 

SAVED    
 by Jesus, 

SENT   
 to serve. 

It’s a widely held belief that Martin Luther invented the Christmas tree. As the 

apocryphal legend goes, he was walking home on a dark, snow-laded road 

and noticed the beauty of the stars and moonlight shining through the pines. 

Captured by the sight, he installed one of these trees in the house, fixed candles 

to it by wires, and voila! The symbolism grew from there: evergreen like the 

eternal living promises of God; lights in darkness that enrapture our eyes and 

imaginations; the gifts underneath like the gift of Christ under the star; etc. etc. 

etc… 

I grew up with an artificial tree that got 

carefully packed away until next year. It 

wasn’t until after seminary that I 

experienced a live one. So I am by no 

means a Christmas tree purist like some, and 

I clearly see the benefits and blessings of 

each type. Do what you want, it’s your tree. 

But I personally prefer the live tree for its … 

well, for its life. The symbolism of a live tree is 

just more powerful than an artificial one for 

my Christmas devotion. Moreover, I can 

support a church family’s business by buying 

a new one from them every year. But it is 

harder to manage, and that’s part of its 

charm. But what do you do with the tree 

after Christmas? 

Putting it up is one thing: pick out the tree, cut the end, shave enough twigs so it 

fits in the stand, vacuum for three hours and still step on a needle in your bare 

feet. Then keep watering it in a feeble attempt to make it last long enough. Just 

like your Christmas devotion, it’s a lot of work that goes underappreciated if you 

don’t slow down to watch, and it’s all for naught to a world that doesn’t 

understand the Christocentric nature of the season. 

Taking it down is another thing altogether, and the disposal of the now-dead 

tree is always bittersweet to me. Christmas is always fun and meaningful, but 

then the dead branches only serve to remind me that my hum-drum life is back 

in full force like the deep freeze of winter. And just like my life, I’ve disposed of 

the tree in many different ways: 

One year I dragged it out to the brush pile to break it down. As I was stomping 

on it, I turned to find three tiny faces in the window with sad looks of horror. 

(Whoops.) So the tiny faces got bundled up against the cold, and the tree got  
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moved deeper into the woods so the forest critters could enjoy it. Thus our Christmas joy spread to the wildlife. 

One year the creek was frozen enough, so I hacked a small hole with a hatchet and “replanted” the tree in 

the middle of the ice. We watched for weeks as it slowly sagged and turned brown. But one day in the spring 

it suddenly disappeared into the creek bed, revealing a steady stream of flowing water. 

One year I made inch-thick ornaments out of the trunk intended for the following Advent. They were then 

painted, strung, and used the next year. The tree lives on. 

The symbolism of the tree continues to reflect our natures even after Christmas is over, when it’s time to get 

“back to normal.” We had our little fun, we sang songs for Jesus, now we pack him away until we need him 

again. In fact, we can lean toward that behavior all year in church: it’s Sunday, so here’s forgiveness, here’s a 

sermon, here’s the sacrament, here’s the benediction, and I pack Jesus away until next Sunday. 

It doesn’t have to be this way, though, if we remember the tree and its symbolism all year: just like the tree is 

born, lives, and dies for my joy, so Jesus Christ is born, lives, and died for my peace. Just like we don’t leave 

Christ in the tomb to rot, so we celebrate his resurrection and our hope for the same. Even after Christmas, 

Easter is around the corner. Even after Sunday, another Sunday comes. In short, there will be a new and living 

tree to remind us of the life and hope we have in Christ. Even so, come quickly Lord Jesus. 

Pastor Matyas 

O Tannenbaum!        ...Continued from page 1 
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In the first week of February, I will be taking a business trip with my boss. Well… sort of.  

I don’t really know what “business trip with your boss” means in 

the average corporate world day-to-day. This particular trip 

looks like driving to St. Louis, being welcomed and addressed by 

various Concordia Seminary heads of this and that, and 

attending such enticingly named events as “Introduction to 

Course Technology” and “Meet Synodical Leaders”, and an 

hour and 15 minutes to hear presentations from the Registrar, 

Accounting, and Alumni Relations (?) departments. 

Not to be left out of the fun, Pastor Matyas has a four hour slot simply titled “Mentor Coach Training”. Four. 

Hours.  

So, this is not a trade-show-convention-in-Vegas type deal.  

It also involves seminars (it is a seminary, after all) and the beginning of classes. These have names like 

“Introduction to Pastoral Ministry”, “Ministerial Formation” and “Introduction to Vicarage.” This is a little more… 

sobering? They should call this block of time “Holy Crow! This is Really Happening!” or maybe just 

“AAAAHHHHHHH!” (the panicked “AAHHH!”, not the relaxed one). 

AND THEN… they cap it all off with an announcement/vicar placement/blessing at the Thursday chapel 

service (complete with group photo – look nice). 

AND THEN… Back home on Sunday there’s an Installation. 

AND THEN… There’s robes and funny black shirts, and everything that goes with that. 

It’s weird. 

OK, so I know it’s only weird if I make it weird, but I’m kind of concerned I’m going to make it weird.  

Spring of 2022 marks 30 years since the time I began full time ministry. In all that time in church work, my 

ministry has been heavily programmatic. Lots of administration, planning, trying to be better at 

communicating, wrangling groups, and volunteers, and schedules, and travel plans, and reservations, and 

sign-up sheets, and permission slips. Behind the scenes stuff. I admit these are important to parish life, but not 

my favorite parts of ministry. They are what I have to do so that I can do what I love to do. I’m looking forward 

to a greater percentage of my time being spent on actually handling the Word and sharing it with people. 

But I have to say I have become accustomed to certain aspects of this ministry, and thinking about some of 

the new stuff feels… funny. And a little daunting. 

I’m not used to being at church every service of every Sunday, much less robing, leading liturgy, PREACHING! 

Yipes! Who does this guy think he is?!?! Who presumes to take this mantle?  

Read the Old Testament prophets; many of them include a telling of their Call – when God said to them, “I 

have something to tell my people, and I’d like you to talk to them.” None of them asked for it. Most of them 

were told it was going to be hard. Several confessed that, if they didn’t speak what they were given to say, 

they thought they would burst trying to keep it in. Same with the Apostles. No one with an inkling of what is 

being asked can help but be a bit sobered by feeling the weight of thing. 

But if you will have me, I will get over feeling weird, I will put on the funny shirt, and I will serve you as best I 

can.  

It starts in February. Wish us safe travels! 

Soon-To-Be-Vicar Schultz (See!?!? It’s weird) 

It’s Weird, I Know... 
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Hello, my name is Brooke Dubie. I've been attending church at 

St. Paul Lutheran Church with my fiancé, Cody Rajewski, 

throughout the years and am delighted to finally become a 

member. I am originally from Rogers City, Michigan and moved 

to the area in 2016 to attend Northwood University, where I met 

Cody. We've moved around for work throughout the years and 

have finally relocated to the Midland area in the fall of 2020. 

When we're not visiting family, we're typically working on our 

house and spoiling our rescue dog Barkley! We're looking 

forward to becoming more involved in the St. Paul community. 

Contact information for new members received since the latest directory was published is provided in the blue photo album at 

the bottom of the display case, where new member pictures are displayed, in the church entry. Pictures removed to make room for 

new ones are stored in the photo album until those recently received members are pictured in a new directory.  

Brooke Dubie 

I am Leslie Kelley. I am Julia 

Appold's sister. I have 3 grown 

children and one grandson. I 

enjoy belonging to a traditional 

church. I have always felt 

welcome here and now feel 

blessed to belong!  

Claudia Russell is still working at 

age 74 and enjoys her work. 

Leslie Kelley 

Claudia Russell 
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Ladies Aid News 

Thankful for our first Christmas party in our new Ministry 

Center. We had a very delicious meal catered by Rosie’s 

Pies. 

Denise Dubay read us Twas the night before Christ 

Birth. We sang Christmas Carols. Pastor read Scripture 

about the birth of Jesus. 

Brenda Weiss read us the Christmas Story of Jesus Birth. 

We opened our Secret Pal gifts and showed all what we 

were given. It was a good time by all who were present. 

   We would like to thank all who helped getting things 

ready for our Bake Sale. Whether you donated goods, 

help us bake cookies or bread or just help with all the 

different jobs needed to make it successful. It was very 

much appreciated. We were able to raise around $8,000 

which couldn't be done without a group effort. 

Praying all will have a blessed and safe Christmas 

Season. 
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Saint Nicholas of Myra, Bishop and 

Wonder-Worker 

The Life and the Legend of the Saint 

Who Became Santa Claus 

By Scott P. Richert 

Updated February 17, 2019 (and now for Dec. 2021) 

The thought behind this article is to help children 

and their parents understand that there truly was a 

St. Nick. He wasn’t a false creation or cute 

character, but lived and served others because of 

his faith in our dear Lord so long ago. 

“There are few saints better known than Saint 

Nicholas of Myra, and yet there is remarkably little 

that we can say for certain about his life. His 

birthdate is lost to history; even his birthplace 

(Parara of Lycia, in 

Asia Minor) is first 

recorded in the 

tenth century, 

though it was 

drawn from 

traditional legends 

and may be 

correct. (No one 

has ever suggested 

that Saint Nicholas 

was born 

anywhere else.) 

The Life of Saint 

Nicholas 

What seems most 

certain is that, 

sometime after becoming Bishop of Myra, Saint 

Nicholas was imprisoned during the Christian 

persecution under the Roman Emperor Diocletian 

(245-313). When Constantine the Great became 

emperor and issued the Edict of Milan (313), 

extending official tolerance to Christianity, Saint 

Nicholas was released. 

Defender of Orthodoxy 

Tradition places him at the Council of Nicea (325), 

though the oldest lists of bishops in attendance do 

not include his name. It is said that, during one of 

the most heated moments of the council, he walked 

across the room to the heretic Arius, who denied the 

divinity of Christ, and slapped him in the face. 

Certainly, by all accounts, Saint Nicholas combined a 

firm orthodoxy with a gentleness toward those in his 

flock, and Arius's false teaching threatened the souls of 

Christians. 

Saint Nicholas died on December 6, but accounts of 

the year of his death vary; the two most common 

dates are 345 and 352. 

In 1087, while the Christians of Asia Minor were under 

assault by Muslims, Italian merchants obtained the 

relics of Saint Nicholas, which had been held in a 

church at Myra, and brought them to the city of Bari, 

in southern Italy. There, the relics were placed in a 

great basilica consecrated by Pope Urban II, where 

they have remained. 

Saint Nicholas is called 

"Wonder-Worker" 

because of the number 

of miracles attributed to 

him, particularly after his 

death. Like all of those 

who earn the name 

"Wonder-Worker," Saint 

Nicholas lived a life of 

great charity, and the 

miracles after his death 

reflect that. 

The Legend of Saint 

Nicholas 

The traditional elements 

of the legend of Saint Nicholas include his becoming 

an orphan at a very young age. Though his family had 

been rich, Saint Nicholas decided to distribute all of his 

possessions to the poor and to dedicate himself to 

serving Christ. It is said that he would toss little pouches 

of coins through the windows of the poor, and that 

sometimes the pouches would land in stockings that 

had been washed and were hung on the windowsill to 

dry. Once, finding all the windows in a house shut, 

Saint Nicholas tossed the pouch up to the roof, where 

it went down the chimney. 

Continued on page 7... 

The Real Santa Claus from the Past 
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The Miracle That Made Nicholas a Bishop 

Saint Nicholas is said to have made a pilgrimage to 

the Holy Land as a young man, traveling by sea. 

When a storm arose, the sailors thought that they 

were doomed, but through Saint Nicholas's prayers, 

the waters were calmed. Returning to Myra, Saint 

Nicholas found that news of the miracle had 

already reached the city, and the bishops of Asia 

Minor chose him to replace the recently deceased 

bishop of Myra. 

The Generosity of Nicholas 

As bishop, Saint Nicholas remembered his own past 

as an orphan and held a special place in his heart 

for orphans (and all young children). He continued 

to give them small gifts and money (especially to 

the poor), and he provided dowries to three young 

women who could not afford to marry (and who 

were in danger, therefore, of entering into a life of 

prostitution). 

Saint Nicholas Day, Past and Present 

After Saint Nicholas's death, his fame continued to 

spread in both Eastern and Western Europe. 

Throughout Europe, there are many churches and 

even towns named after Saint Nicholas. By the late 

Middle Ages, Catholics in Germany, Switzerland, 

and the Netherlands had begun to celebrate his 

feast day by giving small gifts to young children. On 

December 5, the children would leave their shoes 

by the fireplace, and the next morning, they would 

find small toys and coins in them. 

In the East, after the celebration of the Divine 

Liturgy on his feast day, a member of the 

congregation dressed as Saint Nicholas would 

enter the church to bring children small gifts and to 

instruct them in the Faith. (In some areas in the 

West, this visit occurred on the evening of December 

5, at the homes of children.) 

In recent years in the United States, these customs 

(especially the placing of the shoes by the fireplace) 

have been revived. Such practices are a very good 

way of reminding our children of the life of this beloved 

saint, and encouraging them to imitate his charity, 

as Christmas approaches. 

Quick Facts 

Feast Day: December 6 

Readings: Isaiah 40:1-11; Matthew 18:12-14 

Dates: Unknown (Parara, Lycia, Asia Minor)-December 

6, 345 (or 352) (Myria, Lycia) 

Patron of: Children, mariners, pawnbrokers, merchants, 

bakers, travelers, the Byzantine Catholic Church 

The Relics of Saint Nicholas 

In 1087, while the Christians of Asia Minor were under 

assault by Muslims, Italian merchants obtained the 

relics of Saint Nicholas, which had been held in a 

church at Myra, and brought them to the city of Bari, 

in southern Italy. There, the relics were placed in a 

great basilica consecrated by Pope Urban II, where 

they have remained.” 

 

Richert, Scott P. (2021, September 9). Saint Nicholas of 

Myra, Bishop and Wonder-Worker. Retrieved from 

https://www.learnreligions.com/saint-nicholas-of-myra-

542864 

The Real Santa Claus from the Past     ...Continued from page 6 



 Page 8 St. Paul Lutheran Church & School Newsletter 



 Page 9 St. Paul Lutheran Church & School Newsletter 



 Page 10 St. Paul Lutheran Church & School Newsletter 



Acolyte and Reader Schedule for January 2022 

Altar Guild, Elders, and Ushers in January 

Acolytes:       Readers:  

Sun., Jan. 2 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

  Maura Zeilinger Rylie Garrett  John Schlicker  Richard Doan 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thurs., Jan. 6    6:30 p.m.   

     Charles Begick 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Jan. 9 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

  Kaleb Kusterer  Landon LaForest Pastor Matyas  Pastor Matyas 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Jan. 16 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

  Alex Schlicker  Jozelynn Begick Pastor Matyas  Brian Appold 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Jan. 23 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

  Daniel Haas  Iva Bebow  Sam Britton  John Rodgers 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Jan. 30 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Lillian Bourdow  Nathan Coyer  Zachary Benkert Pastor Matyas 

Ushers (10:30 a.m. and any evening 

services during the last half of the 

month.):  

Group #4 

Bob Eastman (686-7365) 

Cindy Eastman 

Tim Begick 

Andrew Wiess 

 

Head Usher: Dale Jezowski (327-7613)  

 

Ushers (8:00 a.m. and any evening 

services during the first half of the 

month):  

Group #1 

Cary Behmlander (631-0914) 

Dale Jezowski 

Adam Jezowski 

Mike Appold 

Matt Schlicker 

 

Altar Guild: 

Margie Begick 

Cheryl Leppek 

Kristen Fisher 
 

Elders: 

Howard Helmreich 

Tom Appold 

Scott Weiss 

Howard McMullen 

Jeremy Warren 
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The Altar Flowers Calendar for 2022 is hanging on the wall in the cry room in the back of 

church. If you would like to put flowers in church in 2022, you may mark it down on the 

calendar. You order the flowers and the committee will make sure the information is 

published in the church bulletin. 

Altar Flower Calendar        




