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Came Jesus, the only-begotten of God,
Of Mary, the Virgin, of old Jesse's rod.
Then up on the mountain His sermons did start:
"Blessed are you, o ye broken of heart.
I came to fulfill, and not to destroy,
To rescue my people from Satan's employ."
He lived like a pauper with no place to bed,
So that you could have comfort and safety instead.
The sins of the world He did gather so black;
He looked like a thief with those stripes on His back.
His hands, from the nails, and His feet—how they bled!
And from the crown of thorns, so did His head.
He spoke, and what He said ever was true,
"Father forgive them. They know not what they do."
He breathed out His last; death was coming with haste.
A spear to the heart, to confirm. (Just in case.)
They gathered His body and laid it to rot.
Death seems like the end... but with Jesus it's not.
He rose from the grave on the third day again,
And promised the same for His people. Amen!
By grace and through faith you will find your salvation.
Now go and proclaim it to every last nation!
Let this be the lesson: Doubt not the Lord's plans.
For Bethlehem Ephratha? Least of all clans!
His death and dark tomb is what sets you free.
His power is made perfect in weakness, you see?
Never was a least likely group than these guys,
Whom while watching their flocks the angel surprised.
So remember the shepherds, the star shining bright.
Merry Christmas. I'll see you all Thursday night.
-Pastor
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LWML Friendship Circle News
1 Thessalonians 5:17 Pray continually.
Proverbs 27:17 As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.
Philippians 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever
is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.
Yes, it is December. It’s a wonderfully joyous and gregarious time of year, full of high expectations for
young and old! Although it seems like Christmas should be different this year, it really will not. It is easy to
see the decorations, hear Christmas tunes, read holiday notices on FB or in your mail boxes. With all the
hubbub, it certainly does feel like the Advents of the past. But wait…
Advent doesn’t look or sound like that. Where do we prepare for the Coming of Baby Jesus? How do we
plan for our Savior’s lowly birth?
Our St. Paul House of God is very available to deliver God’s Words of joy, forgiveness, and peace. It is our
sacred place to pray and prepare.
Pray continually, with thanksgiving in your heart. Being strong in your faith and trust, know that you will bless
someone by “sharpening” them. That is, encouraging, coaching, and lovingly challenging them, especially
now because of these particularly troubling times. Finally, think on things that are true, honorable, just,
pure, lovely, and commendable. If there is anything to prepare for the advent of our Savior Jesus, make it
be excellent and worthy of praise!
Friendship Circle members have a Gift of Prayer calendar this month. We have one member to especially
pray for on a given day. It is
God’s mission for us to show
genuine care for others. And in
seeking Advent and Christmas
joy for others through our
prayers we find gladness in
serving our Lord! Because of
Christ, we can have
exceedingly high
expectations!
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LEAP News Nugget:
Sharing Pictures and Words through Facebook
One of the missions of LEAP (our “Lutheran Education Advancement Plan”), which supports and promotes
21 area Lutheran schools of 22 area Lutheran congregations, is to reach out to people of the Great Lakes
Bay Region of Michigan. We believe that this can happen in many ways, including through word-of-mouth
sharing, print dissemination, and release of social media pieces. Through the work of volunteers, LEAP
maintains a Facebook page that is offered to spread the word about many good things happening in our
Lutheran schools. But we need the help of persons at our LEAP schools and churches to provide the
content for such Facebook posts. While schools cannot post directly to our LEAP Facebook page, we seek
friends to send “material” our way so that we can share it! Below are some examples of possible content
for our LEAP Facebook page:
• EVENTS that may be of interest to others outside your congregation, perhaps including large
dinners, craft shows, or special festivals, etc. Please share your “Facebook event notification” with
our page, or send the event specifics via “Messenger” to our page.
• PHOTOS and news blips of special school activities (i.e. service events, special musical
presentations, drama, etc.) potentially of interest to others. We would particularly like to feature
“Christ-centered activities” to be shared. If such releases are already posted on your own
Facebook page, you could also share them with our LEAP page(s). Or you can send text and
pictures via “Messenger” to our pages.
The LEAP Facebook page can be found at https://www.facebook.com/leapglb. When visiting our page,
consider “liking” us so that you might receive notification of when new content is posted.
Questions? You are invited to contact Mrs. Jan Sleight, a member of our LEAP Board of Participants and
Chair of our Enrollment Growth Committee, at sleight.jan@gmail.com or at 989-297-3082.

Fact and Fiction
This space usually addresses very contemporary, current events occurring around the world that concern
Christians enduring severe persecution. However, the following information appeared in a December 2003
issue of The Voice Of The Martyrs newsletter and remains appropriate for the season. (A previous re-telling
was done for the December newsletter article in 2017.) After reading this article, please consider sharing it
with your children or grandchildren. What follows is the TRUE, simple story of a well-known man of renown.
There was a man named Nicholas of Myra who sacrificed almost everything to finance a burning desire to
follow his Lord. (Myra is now known as Kale, Turkey. St. Paul visited Myra on his final trip to Rome, see Acts
27:5.)
In one account Nicholas secretly threw money into a home to keep two girls from being sold into leading a
life of degradation and slavery. Using his inheritance to help the poor, he boldly followed in Christ’s
Continued on p. 5…
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footsteps, and once even grabbed an executioner’s sword to
save the life of a political prisoner. His fearless Christian stand
caused many to hate him.
On February 23rd, 303 A.D., the Roman emperor Diocletian
began one of the longest and most brutal of Christian
persecutions our civilization has ever known. Bibles were burned,
Christian homes were confiscated, and their belongings were
thrown into the street. So many Christian men and women were
murdered that executioners were exhausted and took turns at
their evil work.
During the Diocletian persecutions Nicholas was imprisoned,
branded with hot irons and pinched with pliers. When he
healed, he was tortured again for refusing to deny that Jesus
Christ is God.
After the long persecution ended, a popular preacher of that
day taught that Jesus was not God. This man wrote a blasphemous song about Jesus that many started
singing it in the streets. This evil preacher began singing the blasphemous song about Jesus at a
conference of Christian leaders, many of whom had survived the torture of Diocletian. Nicholas walked up
to the man and hit him in the mouth! Not exactly a truly Christian response, but perhaps Nicholas felt as
Jesus did in the temple with the moneychangers. Anti-Christian attitudes were dividing the church.
Nicholas was not allowed to preach after that but spent his remaining years founding orphanages and
protecting poor children. He continued serving his Lord in whatever circumstances he found himself
enduring.
Nicholas died December 6, 343 A.D. Many years after his death, Nicholas was called St. Nicholas. The
details of his fearless Christian witness were buried under centuries of myth, fable, and storytelling. St.
Nicholas became the popular “Santa Claus” we are most familiar with today.
Clothed not in a red fur trimmed suit and sporting a jolly belly but clothed in God’s love and forgiveness,
Nicholas suffered abuse as he chose to follow his Lord. His life was a gift to others and to God, as ours
should be. He demonstrated God’s love for others in very practical, down to earth ways.
Now you know the story behind the myths, fables, and stories of Good Old St. Nick. And yes, he sometimes
was clothed in the red robes of a bishop, and left oranges and goodies in shoes set on doorsteps in Myra,
Turkey. Another fable or myth, or maybe a truth tells of the tale that once he tossed coins which landed in
a home’s chimney…so down the chimney they dropped and another myth began.
This Christmastime let’s remember that like Nicholas of Myra we also place our gifts of faith, service, worship
and praise at the feet of our God who sent His only begotten Son to save us from our sins and to bring us to
Himself.
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Acolyte and Reader Schedule for January 2021
Acolytes:

8:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

Sun., Jan. 3

Natalie List

Sun., Jan. 10

Readers:

8:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

Jozelynn Begick

John Schlicker

Richard Doan

Lillian Garcia

Brooklynn Garrett

Pastor Matyas

Pastor Matyas

Sun., Jan. 17

Alex Schlicker

Lillian Bourdow

Pastor Matyas

Brian Appold

Sun., Jan. 24

Hayden Swartz

Charles Begick

Sam Britton

John Rodgers

Sun., Jan. 31

Maura Zeilinger

Nathan Coyer

Zachary Benkert

Bruce Appold

Altar Guild, Elders, and Ushers in January 2021
Altar Guild:

Elders:

Usher Group #3:

Usher Group #6:

Cheryl Leppek

Mike Appold

Herb Matthes

Brian Appold

Margie Begick

Don Krueger

Bob Schlicker

Andy Weiss

Roger Hendrick

Jason Schlicker

Scott Weiss

Rich Doan

Art Zeilinger

Jeffrey Olson

Bob Hofford

Peter Auernhammer

Family Elder List (January 2020-May 2021)
Family Name:

Elder:

A-Az

Abraham-Ayala

Mike Appold

B-Be

Bach-Berger

Howard Helmreich

Bf-Dil

Bohlen-Dijak

Jeremy Warren

Dim-Gis

Divo-Gillespie

Roger Hendrick

Git-Kei

Gittins-Keith

Richard Doan

Kej-L

Kernstock-Lutz

Don Krueger

M-Pe

MacLeod-Person

Vaughn Begick

Pf-Schl

Pfau-Schlicker

Tom Appold

Schm-Wag

Schmidt-Wagner

Howard McMullen

Wah-Z

Wajer-Zielinski

Bob Hofford

Your elder should be able to answer any church related questions you may have,
or they can find the person who can answer your question.
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