
A Theory of “Stay in your Lane” 
I learned how to drive in a 1991 cherry red Chevy S-10 with a manual 
transmission, broken fuel gage, and a catalytic converter that smelled like funky 
eggs. The roads I burned were the suburbs of Detroit, which had no small 
amount of traffic at any time of day. Vivid is my memory of stalling out mid-gear 
and frantically popping the shifter into neutral to restart the truck as my father 
yelled, "Stay in your lane!" 

As is the wont of Detroit(ish) drivers, this refrain became a part of my vocabulary 
long after I got my driver's license. Especially in heavy traffic, and especially at 
the social increase of car-phone use, "Stay in your lane!" was yelled out of my 
window accompanied by few colorful words more than I care to admit. 

Road rage notwithstanding, I have seen more than in all forms of life that 
warranted such a cry. "Stay in your lane!" is reflected like a prism into every 
corner of your life, career, and interpersonal relationships. Some examples can 
demonstrate what I mean, beginning with Scripture: 

• A woman caught in adultery is thrown before Jesus' feet, her stoning 
demanded. "Stay in your lane!" And they all walked away, leaving her 
forgiven by Jesus. 

• Peter pulls out his sword and cuts off the ear of Malchus. "Stay in your 
lane!" And Jesus is arrested to fulfill the Scriptures and save the world. 

• Some Samaritans reject Jesus, so James and John ask Him if He wants 
them to call down fire from heaven to consume them. "Stay in your lane!" 
And they move to the next town. 

• Jesus holds up a denarius and asks whose picture is on the coin. It's 
Caesar's. "Stay in your lane!" And give to God what is God’s. 

Now some contemporary, non-biblical examples: 

• In a seminar on pastoral counseling we were told to refer patients outside 
of our ability. "Stay in your lane!" Pastors can listen well and forgive sins; 
they are usually not equipped for professional counseling. 

• A grandmother wants a "family meeting" because two of her adult  
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A Theory of “Stay in your Lane”        …Continued from p. 1 
grandchildren are fighting. "Stay in your lane!" Triangulation is the best way to breed codependency 
and distrust. 

• The doctor tells you how to be well, prescribing lifestyle changes that will improve your being. But that 
night you go on WebMD and convince yourself you might have cancer. "Stay in your lane!" Unless 
you went to medical school. 

• The boss submits a policy you aren't crazy about, so you take to Facebook and spread your 
discontent. "Stay in your lane!" Or get another job. 

Sure, this theory is not ubiquitous and absolute, and these trite examples are more complex than they 
seem. To be sure, "You who are spiritual, restore with a gentle spirit." (Gal 6:1) But you should still know your 
place before you do it. After all, "To his own master a servant stands of falls." (Rom 14:4) But these days we 
seem to have a problem with staying in our respective lanes. We even expect and welcome others to cut 
us off in traffic:  

• Churches invite security consultants to tell them how to be safe, then bend over backwards to make 
sure their buildings are hideously locked and unwelcoming. But he's a security consultant—what did 
you expect? He's just driving in his lane. 

• Government officials invite health experts to tell them how to defend against a virus, then alter public 
policy no matter the peripheral considerations. But she's a virologist—what did you expect? She's just 
driving in her lane. 

• A local zoning ordinance throws a penalty flag on the field, and you roll your eyes so hard they 
almost fall out of your head. But he's a zoning administrator—what did you expect? He's just driving in 
his lane. 

2020 can be characterized as a year with dim pavement markings, like a wet road at dusk. But the lines 
are still there. You still have the right to be affronted if someone spins into your lane, and you have plenty of 
room in your own without veering into another. Still, if you insist on switching lanes, be sure to use your turn 
signal. You want to be in charge? Work hard and earn it. You want to change policy? Volunteer for the 
board. You want someone else to lead? Go to the polls and vote. You want to change opinions? Maybe 
don't scream obscenities out the window. 

Oh, and make sure the car isn't stalled out first. 

–Pastor Matyas 
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Let’s Welcome Our New Members 

Barbara and Paul Doyle are delighted to be transferring 
membership and joining the community of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church. Barbara and Paul were married at St. Paul in the 
summer of 1995 by Barbara's late father, Pastor Allen Stoll. 
She shares her passion for math and handbells at Valley 
Lutheran High School. Paul, a Navy veteran, works at Lowe's 
in Saginaw. The couple are lifelong Michigan residents and 
both hold degrees from Saginaw Valley State University. In 
their spare time, they enjoy camping, traveling, and visiting 
family and friends.


We are Kathy and Ed Christensen, not actually new 
members but returning members to St. Paul. We have been 
married 39 years. Ed is retired from Jack’s Fruit and Meat 
Market after 30+ years of managing one of the meat 
departments. Kathy is semi-retired still working in her 
taxidermy shop, Kustom Creations Taxidermy. We both enjoy 
the outdoors, gardening, hunting, spending time at our 
mountain cabin in Montana and now traveling with our 
black Lab Boone competing in field trial competitions. 

Kerry and Ella Sharp have been married for almost 11 
years. Kerry is retired from General Motors and works part 
time at Unclaimed Freight Ace Hardware. Ella works at Main 
Street Seed and Supply (“the yellow building on Henry 
Street”). Our combined family consists of 5 adult children, Lori 
(Daryl), Kim (Chris), Beth (John), Travis (Sarah), and Tiffany 
(Jeff) and 7 grandchildren. We enjoy camping, golfing, 
bowling, and spending time with family and friends. We are 
happy to be part of the St. Paul family. 

   Continued on p. 4…  
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Let’s Welcome Our New Members       …Continued from p. 3 

Brian and Sheri Lusher were married December 28th 
2006, in Bay City. Their children attend St. Paul school, 
with the youngest joining the older two this year. 
Emmiley (8) loves crafting and Legos. She will be in third 
grade this coming year. Charles (6) enjoys riding his bike 
and Legos. He will be entering first grade. Alexander (4) 
likes construction vehicles and, of course, Legos. He will 
begin kindergarten. The entire family has fun camping 
together as much as possible. They are excited to 
continue expanding their St. Paul family. 

 

Ladies Aid News 
Hope everyone had an enjoyable and healthy 
summer. It's hard to believe it is almost over. We 
are planning to have a September meeting on the 
14th, but unsure of where it will be. We are waiting 
on details for what can be used at school, please 
watch the bulletin for details.   

 

Missionary Links 
Rev. James and Deaconess Christel Neuendorf serve the Lord through 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) in Puerto Rico.  

Follow them on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/sendjamesandchristel/ 

Click here to read their July 2020 Newsletter. 
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Lutheran Martyrs in Nigeria 
“There is a bloodbath in Nigeria,” says Lela Gilbert, senior fellow for International Religious Freedom at 
Family Research Council. “Those of us who track religious freedom violations and Christian persecution 
agree with those who increasingly speak of another genocide.”


Over the last decade, radical Muslims have killed some 52,000 Christians. And many of them have been 
Lutherans.


With 206 million people, Nigeria has the largest population in Africa. The southern part of the country is 
mostly Christian. The northern part is mostly Muslim. But there are many Christian enclaves in the northern 
part of the country. These have become a target of two jihadist terrorist groups — Boko Haram and Fulani 
raiders— which seek to eliminate the Christians so that the region will be completely Muslim.


Gilbert describes what happens: “The story is also nearly always the same: heavily armed jihadis suddenly 
appear in the dead of night. They attack house after house, breaking down doors, shouting Allahu akbar. 
They shoot the elderly and able-bodied men. They rape, mutilate, and murder women.  They kidnap young 
boys and girls. They torch houses, schools, and churches.”


There are 2.3 million Lutherans in Nigeria. The Lutheran Church of Nigeria, which is in fellowship with the 
LCMS, is located in the Christian-friendly south.  But most Lutherans belong to the Lutheran Church of Christ 
in Nigeria (LCCN), which has 2.2 million members, most of whom live in the Muslim-dominated north.


Thus, according to the Lutheran World Federation, the “LCCN is among the churches most affected by the 
conflict.”


Exactly how many of the 52,000 Christian martyrs were Lutherans is unknown.  Anglicans, Catholics, 
evangelicals, Pentecostals and other Christians are also dying for their faith.  In January, a Lutheran 
pastor, the Rev. Dennis Bagauri, was murdered.  Lutheran churches are being burned down.  Thousands of 
Lutherans have been driven out of their communities, lost their homes and all of their belongings, and must 
live in refugee camps.


• Pray for the Lutherans and all Christians in Nigeria! Thank God for the testimony of the martyrs. 

• Pray for Christians who live in constant threat of attacks by Islamic extremists.  Ask God to protect them 
and give them hope and peace. 

• Pray for Fulani and Hausa tribal militants and other extremist groups like Boko Haram.  Pray that God will 
touch their hearts with the truth of the gospel. 

• Pray for pastors and church leaders who are helping rebuild communities and restore their churches 
after violent attacks. 

(Profile of persecution based on World Watch List 2020 data 12 Nigeria Violence 99.9% Violence Pressure 
Family life 71.5% Community life 80.5% Church life 78% National life 76.5% Private life 73% EXTREMIST 
ATTACKS AND RELIGIOUS OPPRESSION )” 

   Continued on p. 6…  
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Lutheran Martyrs in Nigeria         …Continued from p. 5 
There are about as many Missouri Synod Lutherans in the United States as there are Lutherans in jeopardy in 
Nigeria. Would we be willing to endure the same persecution, the same martyrdom?


Note: This article was edited on 23 July 2020 to reflect the fact not all who belong to the Fulani tribe 
engage in terrorist activities.’’  (This article written by Dr. Gene Edward Veith for The Lutheran Witness, 
August 2020, page 5 as part of his World Views column.)” 

Additional background information was gleaned from the CIA World Factbook website. Prayer Points from 
Open Doors World Watch List, 2020  (For Nigeria, # 12 on the List, ranking out of 50 nations listed.) 

 

Ministry Center Update 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting of March 12, 2020 

 
(APPROVED) 

 
Chairman Ben Helmreich called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Pastor Matyas opened the meeting with a 
prayer. 
 
Council members in attendance include:  Ben Helmreich, Rachel Appold, Jack Lustila, Jeremy Warren, David 
Schultz, Pastor Matyas, John Schlicker, Andy Weiss, Weston Appold, Andy Wiess, and Jean Begick. 
 
Minutes-A motion passed to approve the minutes from the February 13, 2020 meeting as written. 
 
Treasurer’s Report-Treasurer Andy Wiess presented the Treasurer’s Report.  February’s financials are steady.  
Year to date revenue is up compared to the budget and to February 2019.  The loss of $3,410.50 is much better 
than the budgeted loss of $22,095.  The office has switched to an online version of Quickbooks.  The Treasurer’s 
Report will be filed for audit. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Gifts and Memorials-John Schlicker updated Council on the status of the LED sanctuary candle.  The Elders and 
Trustees are still working on things.  John also presented two Gifts & Memorial requests: 

1. The Elders submitted a request for the purchase of two floor mats for the church entrance.  A motion 
passed to approve the request of $270 to purchase the floor mats. 

2. David Schultz submitted a request for the purchase of a camera for the steeple area to take time lapse 
photos of the Ministry Center construction.  A motion passed to approve the request of up to $200 to 
purchase the camera. 

 
BOARD REPORTS 
 
Board of Elders-Chairman Jeremy Warren presented the Board of Elders report: 

1. Membership Changes 
a. Transfer in: 

i. Elaine Blondin from Trinity, Oscoda 
b. Releases due to non-attendance: 

i. Colton Bush, Chad Fisher, Kassie Fisher, Courtney Goulet, Donald Hoerauf, Daniel 
Krueger, Blaine Lederer, Christopher Neumeyer, James Neumeyer, Joseph Neumeyer, 
Katherine Neumeyer, Rebbeca Neumeyer, Bayley Pfau, Kayden Robar, Michael Schwab, 
and Brody Wyzgowski. 

A  motion passed to approve the membership changes.   
 
Board of Trustees-Chairman Weston Appold updated Council on a few maintenance items at Church.  Hugo’s 
will be coming to redo the locks so that they will all be the same.  Also, Dennis and Bob are working on the 
switches.  
 
Board of Education-Chair Rachel Appold shared the following Board of Education information: 

1. Accreditation is still ongoing.  It will hopefully be done by the end of March.  Arrangements need to be 
made for housing and meals for the team.   

2. With the Governor's prohibition on large assemblages and events, after school practices and games, 
along with the St. Patrick’s Parade has been cancelled. 
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Board of Business Management-Chairman Andy Weiss updated Council on the following: 
1.  A college tuition assistance payment was made to one St. Paul member. 
2. Andy Wiess, Ruth, and Pastor have been conducting interviews for the Assistant Treasurer position.  They 

will be making an offer to one candidate and will proceed from there. 
3. Salary studies and job descriptions are underway. 
4. They are waiting for the Audit Committee to set a time to conduct audits. 

 
Board of Youth-David Schultz presented the Youth Board report.   

1. Matt List is the new Youth Board Chair. 
2. The Lock in was very successful.  41 Kids were in attendance.   
3. VBS is scheduled for July 12-17th.   
4. The Mops group had a successful meeting.  

 
Board of Evangelism-No Report. 
 
Board of Stewardship-John updated everyone on the Thrivent Action Grant Committee.  They had a meeting 
earlier today and worked on matching members with available grants with upcoming events.   
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:19 p.m.  Pastor closed the meeting with a 
prayer.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jean Begick, Secretary 
 
Next Regular Voter’s Meeting-Sunday, May 17, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. 
Next Council Meeting-Thursday, April 16, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
 

 St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes of April 16, 2020 

 
(APPROVED) 

 
Chairman Ben Helmreich called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.   Pastor Matyas opened the meeting with a 
prayer. 
 
Council members attending the Google Hangouts online meeting include:  Ben Helmreich, Jeremy Warren, 
John Schlicker, Andy Weiss, Pastor Matyas, Matthew List, David Schultz, Rachel Appold, Weston Appold, Tom 
DePrekel, Andy Wiess, and Jean Begick.   
 
Minutes-A motion passed to approve the minutes from the March 12, 2020 meeting as written. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Gifts and Memorials-John Schlicker shared updated information with Council on the trail camera request 
submitted by David last month for taking time lapse photos of the Ministry Center.  It was for a Moultrie Mobile 
Trail Camera for $150 maximum.  John also presented a new Gift & Memorial request: 

1. David Schultz submitted a request for an enhanced system consisting of an HD camera, hardware, and 
streaming upgrades to greatly improve the livestream quality of our church services.  These upgrades 
were going to be done when the Ministry Center was completed so that services could be livestreamed 
to the new facility.  However, with the Governor’s Stay at Home Executive Order resulting in the 
suspension of corporate worship services, the necessity for this to occur now rather than later became 
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apparent.  A motion passed to approve the request for $13,818.39 to purchase the necessary 
equipment from Simoni Systems Inc out of Saginaw.   

 
BOARD REPORTS 
 
Board of Elders-Chairman Jeremy Warren presented the Board of Elders report: 

1. The Board is meeting every Tuesday evening to address any changes that occur with the COVID19 
crisis, and working to adjust our schedule and response.    

2. The Board is making contact with members to make sure that everyone’s needs are being met during 
this unusual time. 

3. An email has gone out regarding some changes to Communion opportunities.  Members may reserve a 
time to attend a 15-20 minute opportunity to take the Lord’s Supper with a few members, in a socially 
distant manner, to ease back into corporate worship.   

 
Board of Trustees-Chairman Weston Appold updated Council on the following: 

1. The heat will be turned off in the school.  At present the boiler is still on at church. 
2. The light bulbs used in the sanctuary at church have been discontinued.  They are looking into 

alternatives. 
 
Board of Business Management-Chairman Andy Weiss shared the following with Council: 

1. They have applied for a PPP Loan through PNC bank.  At this time, it is unclear if it has been approved 
or not.  If it is approved, and the proceeds are used for payroll expenses and FTE’s are returned by June 
30th, the loan can be forgiven.  If the loan is approved, then hourly employees can return to earning 
100% of their wages.   

2. An offer has been extended to an applicant for the Assistant Treasurer position to start after things return 
to normal.  They have yet to receive an answer. 

 
Youth Board-Ben welcomed Youth Board Chairman Matthew List to Council.  Matt did not have much to report 
due to present circumstances.  May 17th is the tentative date for Confirmation.  The Junior High Youth 
Gathering has been cancelled.  At this time the Senior High Youth Gathering at Mackinac Island is still on. 
 
Board of Evangelism-Chairman Tom DePrekel shared the following information: 

1. They are planning on holding training at school in August. 
2. Many of their outreach activities have been put on hold due to current circumstances.   

 
Board of Stewardship-John Schlicker informed Council that any Thrivent Action grants approved and received, 
but not used because of event cancellations can either be repurposed for other events or cancelled. 
 
Board of Education-Chair Rachel Appold shared the following with Council: 

1. Accreditation, which had been scheduled for April, has been rescheduled for September. 
2. The Board has been meeting with staff to determine how they can support staff during this unusual time. 
3. John is brainstorming ways in which Rocket Day can be reconfigured once things go back to normal.  

 
Treasurer’s Report-Treasurer Andy Wiess updated Council on the following: 

1. Revenue and expenses were understandably down in March. 
2. The YTD deficit is lower than the 2019 deficit and what was budgeted. 
3. A portion of the Church’s investments were moved out of the market before the recent market “crash”. 

The Treasurer's Report will be filed for audit. 
 
Old Business 

1. St. Paul ballpark and field land survey costs/action-tabled for the time being. 
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New Business 
1. A motion passed to keep the values for 2019 Burial Fees (Members $300/cremation, $600/full casket and 

non-members with burial rights $1000/cremation, $2000/full casket) and 2019 Emergency Spending 
Allowances (Board of Trustees-$5,000) unchanged until the Voters Assembly can meet in person to re-
approve.   

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:56 p.m.  Pastor closed the meeting with a 
prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jean Begick, Secretary 
 
Next Regular Voters Meeting-Sunday, December 13, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. 
Next Council Meeting-Thursday, May 14, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes of May 14, 2020 

 
(APPROVED) 

 
Chairman Ben Helmreich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   Pastor Matyas opened the meeting with a 
prayer. 
 
Council members attending the Google Hangouts online meeting include:  Ben Helmreich, Jeremy Warren, 
John Schlicker, Andy Weiss, Pastor Matyas, Jack Lustila, Rachel Appold, Weston Appold, Tom DePrekel, Andy 
Wiess, and Jean Begick.   
 
Minutes-A motion passed to approve the minutes from the April 16, 2020 meeting as written. 
 
Treasurer’s Report-Treasurer Andy Wiess updated Council on the following: 

1. April revenue was up $5,000 compared to budget and up $10,000 compared to 2019 actual.   
2. The PPP Loan was approved, and is reflected in the line item “PPP Revenue”.   
3. Expenses didn’t go down as much as expected during shutdown,   
4. Tuition collection is going better this year as compared to past years.   
5. The Ministry Center project is $67,524 short.  That figure should be covered in 3-4 months.   
6. The CEF mortgage will not be dispersed until we exhaust our own funds. 
7. After interviews with 3 candidates, Andy would like to offer the position of Assistant Treasurer to Heather 

LaForrest. A motion passed approving the offering of employment to Heather LaForrest.   
The Treasurer's Report will be filed for audit. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Gifts and Memorials-John Schlicker shared updated information with Council .   

1. The family of Ruth Behmlander is interested in purchasing a bench.  John recommended they work with 
their Elder.   

 
BOARD REPORTS 
 
Board of Elders-Chairman Jeremy Warren presented the Board of Elders report: 
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1. The Board was meeting every Tuesday evening to address any changes that occur with the COVID19 
crisis, and working to adjust our schedule and response.  He referenced the email sent out regarding the 
start of corporate worship services.    
 

Board of Trustees-Chairman Weston Appold updated Council on the following: 
1. The replacement of carpeting in the upstairs classrooms has been postponed to Summer of 2021. 
2. When shutting down the boiler at school, a problem with the air compressor was found.  It may need a 

new motor. 
3. Hugos will be re-keying the back door of the church.  It will be compatible with the front door key. 

 
Board of Education-Chair Rachel Appold shared the following with Council: 

1. The staff appreciation car parade went well.  It was nice to see everyone.  
2. Rocket Build Day is scheduled for May 29th, with Launch Day scheduled for June 6th.  

 
Board of Business Management-Chairman Andy Weiss shared the following with Council: 

1. Since receipt of the PPP Loan funds the part time staff have been moved back to 100% pay.   Loan 
forgiveness paperwork will be submitted at the end of June.   

2. The Board reviewed the Endowment Committees books, and nothing was out of the ordinary.   
3. They are beginning to work on the salary study.   

 
Youth Board-Pastor reported that the VBS Committee will be deciding soon whether or not to cancel VBS this 
summer.   
 
Board of Evangelism-Chairman Tom DePrekel shared the following information: 

1. They are planning on holding training at school in August. 
2. Many of their outreach activities have been put on hold due to current circumstances.   

 
Board of Stewardship-No Report. 
 
Old Business 

1. St. Paul ballpark and field land survey costs/action-tabled for the time being. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:37 p.m.  Pastor closed the meeting with a 
prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jean Begick, Secretary 
 
Next Regular Voters Meeting-Sunday, December 13, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. 
Next Council Meeting-Thursday, June 11, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes of June 11, 2020 

 
(APPROVED) 

 
Vice Chairman John Schlicker called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Pastor Matyas opened the meeting 
with a prayer. 
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Council members attending the Google Hangouts online meeting include:  John Schlicker, Jeremy Warren, 
Andy Wiess, Pastor Matyas, Andy Weiss, Rachel Appold, Weston Appold, David Schultz, Tom DePrekel, and 
Jean Begick. 
 
Minutes-A motion passed to approve the minutes from the May 14, 2020 meeting as written. 
 
Treasurer’s Report-Treasurer Andy Wiess presented the Treasurer’s Report. Ruth is receiving a $100 weekly bonus 
until an assistant Treasurer is hired. May’s actual shows that we have a surplus of $44,031.85, compared to the 
budgeted loss of $14,620 and 2019 actual loss of $26,890.56. YTD we have a surplus of $59,709.19. The PPP loan is 
represented by a line item of $50,026.67 in revenue. Even without the PPP funds, we would be ahead of 
budget. Thankfully, COVID-19 has not affected giving. The Treasurer’s Report will be filed for audit. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Ministry Center-Foundation construction is underway. The CEF Loan agreement paperwork has been 
approved. The Ministry Center still has a deficit of $52,770, which needs to be recouped before occupancy.   
 
Gifts and Memorials-John Schlicker updated Council on the trail camera approved at the March meeting.  It 
was requested so that time lapse photos of the Ministry Center construction. A subscription is needed, but a 
funding request still needs to be completed and submitted for the subscription fee. John presented a new Gifts 
& Memorial request: 

1. Rachel Appold submitted a request for $2800 on behalf of the school to purchase 9 No Touch 
Thermometers and 12 Hand Sanitizer Dispensers, along with 36 gallons of Sanitizing Solution.  This is in 
preparation for Fall 2020 school year for Coronavirus and for general health.  A motion passed to 
approve the request.   

 
BOARD REPORTS 
Board of Elders-Chairman Jeremy Warren presented the Board of Elders Report.   

1. Membership Changes 
a. Transfer in:  Kim Krueger, by affirmation of faith 
b. Death:  Al Vogtman, Mark Schmidt, Ruth Behmlander, and Marv Appold. 

2. The list of members with excessive non-attendance has been tabled during the Shelter in Place 
Executive Order.   

3. The logistics for outdoor worship was discussed. Most likely there will be no outside services for this 
summer. 

4. The new camera system is installed and functional.  Formal training will begin tomorrow.   
 
Board of Trustees-Chairman Weston Appold updated Council on the following:   

1. The Church basement did experience some flooding.  They are working with Dan Bourdow on a 
solution.  One sump pump was added.  There is a tile under the floor where one drains into the other. 

2. The office air conditioner went out.  Ruth has ordered a new one. 
3. The Trustees will be in charge of repairs and upkeep of the Elmer Wagner house. Currently, if 

repairs/maintenance are required, the attorney for the trust is responsible for contacting a handyman, 
who is paid out of the Elmer Wagner Fund.  The idea is to cut out the middleman and handyman fees to 
leave money in the fund.  Presently, it will not include yardwork or snow plowing.  The Elmer Wagner Trust 
Fund owns the house.  When no one lives there, it will revert to St. Paul as owners.  Andy Wiess will 
contact the insurers to get clarification on any liability insurance concerns.   
 

Board of Education-Chair Rachel Appold shared the following with Council: 
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1. The Board is busy working on logistics for the beginning of the school year, such as where should the kids 
eat. Many of these decisions will wait until the Michigan Department of Education releases their 
guidelines. 

2. It is necessary to rearrange where some of the classes will be housed. Larger class sizes require more 
space than currently available. They plan to make this as stress free as possible for the staff and students 
involved.   

3. Accreditation is rescheduled for September 26th.  
4. Enrollment for the 2020/2021 school year is at 87.  Last year we had 84 students enrolled.   

 
Board of Business Management-Chairman Andy Weiss reported on the following: 

1. The Board met with Thrivent representative Marty Hessler to discuss Ministry Center funds.  We have a 
good mix of investments for where we are at in the process.  

2. The Board is in contact with CEF to invest 75% of the Gifts and Memorials fund. They are waiting for 
feedback on options. 

3. The Board is looking at salary data and guidelines from the district. They will be building a plan for year 
over year improvements.   

 
Board of Youth-David Schultz updated Council on the following VBS decisions: 

1. VBS is scheduled for the first week in July.  It will be a mix of online and home work. They will have 
materials to go home for each student, and daily online videos.  It can be completed at each family’s 
own pace. 

 
Board of Evangelism-No Report 
 
Board of Stewardship-No Report 

1. Thrivent Action Grant Committee-grants were utilized for Rocket Day rockets and food. 
 
Old Business-None 
 
New Business-Pastor discussed the desire to call up a new planning committee to address the growing needs 
of the school. Space is at a premium and we are running out of it. It would be prudent to have mid and long 
range plans on how to create more classroom space.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:13 p.m.  Pastor closed the meeting with a 
prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jean Begick, Secretary 
 
Next Regular Voters Meeting-Sunday, December 13, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. 
Next Council Meeting-Thursday, July, 9, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Acolyte and Reader Schedule for September 2020 

Altar Guild, Elders, and Ushers in September 2020 
Altar Guild: 

Jean Begick 
Virginia Hutter 

Elders: 

Mike Appold 
Don Krueger 
Roger Hendrick 
Rich Doan 
Bob Hofford 

Ushers (8:00 a.m.): 
Group #1 

Cary Behmlander (631-0914) 
Dale Jezowski 
Mike Mossner 
Adam Jezowski 
Rollan Berger 

Ushers (10:30 a.m.): 
Group #4 

Bob Eastman (686-7365) 
Cindy Eastman 
Tim Begick 

Head Usher:  

Dale Jezowski (327-7613) 

September Greeters 

ACOLYTES: 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. READERS: 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.

Sun., Sept. 6 Natalie List Brooklynn Garrett Sept. 6 John Schlicker Richard Doan

Sun., Sept. 13 Hayden Swartz Sawyer Bebow Sept. 13 Pastor Matyas Pastor Matyas

Sun., Sept. 20 Elise Helmreich Charles Begick Sept. 20 Pastor Matyas Brian Appold

Sun., Sept. 27 Hayden Swartz Jozelynn Begick Sept. 27 Sam Britton John Rodgers

8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.

Sun., Sept. 6 Jack & Kathy Lustila 
Anthony & Kathie Colone

Steve & Debra Neuman 
Tom & Missy Appold

Sun., Sept. 13 Dale & Lynn Jezowski 
Art & Jamie Zeilinger

Ron & Ardie Reuther 
Bonnie List

Sun., Sept. 20 Tom & Nancy Hoerauf 
Lura German & Rita Tilley

Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick 
Tiffany List & Rachel Abraham

Sun., Sept. 27 Angela Buda 
David & Stacey Hildebrant

Vaughn & Margie Begick 
Janet & Paulette Beckers
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
7:00 PM Elders

Mtg. 

2 3 4
NO SCHOOL

5

6
8:00 AM Worship

9:15 AM Bible Class

10:30 AM Celebra on &
Praise with Communion

7
Labor Day

NO SCHOOL

8 9
NEWSLETTER
ARTICLES DUE

10
6:30 PM
Church
Council

11 12
Engelhardt
Wedding

13
8:00 AM Worship with

Communion 

9:15 AM Bible Classes & Sunday
School

10:30 AM Worship

Sunday School Kickoff

14
6:30 PM Board
of Business Mgt

Mtg.

7:00 PM Ladies
Aid  

15 16 17
6:30 PM

Friendship
Circle

18 19

20
8:00 AM Worship

9:15 AM Bible Classes & Sunday
School

10:30 AM Worship with
Communion

21 22 23 24
6:30 PM Visual
Faith Workshop

25 26

27
8:00 AM Worship with

Communion 

9:15 AM Bible Classes & Sunday
School

10:30 AM Worship

28 29 30
Aug 2020

S M T W T F S
1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

Oct 2020
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

September 2020St. Paul Lutheran Church Calendar
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