
Doors Open Safely at St. Paul 
Having heard every commercial and radio DJ for the last two months begin 
with, “In these trying times…” I will dispense with such patronizations and get 
right to business. 

As we transition back into being physically present in corporate worship 
beginning May 17, the leadership at St. Paul is taking (and will continue to take 
for the foreseeable future) the following steps to ensure the safety of attendees 
to the best of our ability: 

• The offering plate will be at a stationary location at the entrance to the 
sanctuary rather than passed during the service. 

• The sharing of the peace we are accustomed to at the beginning of the 
service will be replaced with socially distant smiles and waves. 

• Holy Communion distribution will be by continuous line rather than 
individual tables. 

• Individual Communion will still be offered from 12-1 on Sundays in the 
narthex for as long as it is needed for those who are uncomfortable being 
physically present at the regular service. As always, I will come to your 
home upon your request for communion, using all the safety measures you 
tell me to. 

• The greeters at the entrances will not be there. 

• Bulletins will continue to be distributed electronically and not printed. They 
are available on the website in advance of the service. To have them 
emailed to you, contact Ruth at office@stpaulbaycity.org to be placed on 
the mailing list. 

• The railings and door handles will be sanitized after services. 

• Bible Study will continue to be held in the sanctuary and livestreamed. 

• Services will continue to be livestreamed for ever and ever amen. There is 
no plan on ever stopping this service now that we are doing it, virus or no 
virus. Just please note that months from now when there is no virus, the 
livestream is not a ready-made excuse to miss church. 

• The children’s message will not happen for a few weeks. 

• Because of the construction, please leave the Ziegler Rd. parking to less 
mobile individuals. Parking abounds at the school; use the crosswalk and 
be careful.                                                                            Continued on p. 2…  
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Doors Open Safely at St. Paul         …Continued from p. 1 
• When you come to worship, please continue to exercise all the cautions that you need to keep 

yourself and others safe. Exercise the social distancing measures you have come to know and 
practice in recent weeks. It may be prudent to bring your own hand sanitizer. Bear in mind others 
may not share in your comfort or anxiety, whichever the case may be. 

That last point brings me to the more pastoral section of this announcement: not everyone is on the exact 
same page, so you must be careful not to burden another’s conscience one way or the other. Our 
emotional and spiritual health has been tested. On the positive side, many of our false gods (anything in 
which we put our real trust and hope) have been revealed. Was work your god? Gone or different. Was 
entertainment or sports? Gone or Netflix-ified. Finances? Strained or worrisome. Politicians or other experts? 
It’s pretty clear at this point that exactly zero people speak accurately all of the time. Any modicum of 
worldly stability was pulled out from under us like a cheaply made rug, and what lay underneath was the 
rotting floor boards of our self-made security. Throughout this entire crisis I have striven to preach hope, 
reasonableness, and above all the life of the world to come in Jesus. What else is there? The wood of the 
cross makes the only permanently stable foundation on which to base our lives. 

But even that message was threatened as everyone sheltered in place. In my theological circles, my 
colleagues and I discussed Romans 13 (obey the civil authorities), Acts 5 (we must obey God rather than 
men), Hebrews 10 (do not give up meeting together), and Romans 14 (considerations for the weaker 
brother/sister). But the lines were gray and never clearly demarcated. Not only was this the first time in 
human history we have quarantined the well (I don’t recall any non-leper colonies), but this is the first time 
in the history of the Christian church that we voluntarily avoided meeting together. Were it not for 
technology that allowed us to stream the services, we would have sacrificed our faith to the god of our 
own health by closing down. 

But we didn’t close. We never stopped. The organ played on, the services were led, sermons were 
preached, three members were buried in the hope of the resurrection, and a steady line of communicants 
filtered safely into the narthex nearly every week. We went “livestream only” for 13 services, but the doors 
were never locked. We the congregation (not just the elders or the pastor) decided to do this for a short, 
unprecedented time, for the sake of protecting each other from an unknown potential devastation. We 
were very careful. 

But now, “being careful” means something different. Being “careful” has a greater spiritual content than a 
physical one: whenever a false god is torn down, the absence is filled with some other object of worship. 
The house can be swept clean, but unless the Holy Spirit takes up residence the result is worse than before 
(Luke 11). Be careful that your object of worship does not become your own health or worse, your own 
opinions and personal decisions at the expense of others. If you wish to offer your oblations to the Almighty 
Corona, do not also seek like Nebuchadnezzar to cast into a fiery furnace those who don’t. 

I should be clear at this point: I do think it was prudent to shelter in the absence of data. Even when it 
happened, through gritted teeth I said, “It’s probably the right decision.” Since one of my priorities is the 
reputation of St. Paul, I stand by that half-hearted statement. I can even understand the government’s 
decisions from its perspective, and refrained from making any public responses to wit. But now we know 
more. The gray lines are becoming darker, yet the goal posts keep moving. What used to be prudential is 
now mostly political, and I’m prepared to declare “we must obey God rather than man” by going back to 

Continued on p. 3…  
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Doors Open Safely at St. Paul        …Continued from p. 2 
open services. I thought before that our society was one of fear, blame, and hypocrisy, and that someday 
God would make us drink those collective sins—I just didn’t realize how filthy the water would be. 

We took it seriously. We made drastic changes. We are continuing most of those changes in a serious 
manner for an indefinite period. I honestly anticipate a gradual “trickling in” as the weeks go by; it will take 
a few months to get back to our average pre-virus attendance. Some of you will be here immediately, 
some of you will be here later, but whatever you personally decide is just that—personal. Ezekiel is called a 
watchman in chapters 3 and 33 to warn people about sin; but if they decided to persist, “the soul who sins 
in the soul who dies”. There is a solidly biblical understanding about personal responsibility. [For each will 
have to bear his own load. (Galatians 6) For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. (2 Corinthians 
5) If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. (2 Thessalonians 3)] 

I do have a personal responsibility not to harm others: don’t drive recklessly, don’t pour used motor oil in 
the creek, cover your mouth when you sneeze, it’s better to have a millstone tied around your neck and 
be thrown into the sea than cause someone to sin. But if you are worried that you might get sick from an 
asymptomatic carrier in a public place, you do not have the right to hijack my life because of it. I would 
be sinning if I went into your house without permission and coughed on you. I would be sinning if I licked all 
the pews and told you they’re clean. I am not sinning by entering the house of the Lord and worshipping 
according to the institution of Jesus Christ. From great to small, all of life is inherently risky: every time I eat a 
meal I could choke on it and die. But I make an informed decision against the risk of choking and chew my 
food accordingly. In short, you weigh the personal risks of life all day, every day. Live how you wish, but I 
am not your hostage. 

The destruction of this personal responsibility is the worst casualty of the last two months. This requires our 
spiritual vigilance in the coming months. We used to be responsible for our own behavior. Now we are 
responsible for another’s behavior? We used to care for our own health and wellbeing. Now I have to 
police everyone else’s health and wellbeing? We used to allow for a difference of opinion. Now if I don’t 
agree with you I want people to die? We used to be a church that extended invitations for everyone to 
come and experience the grace of God. Now life-long members are wondering if it’s okay for them to 
worship Jesus according to His own institution? 

Nope. I am done panicking for other people who may or may not even care. You have enough data. You 
are a grown up. You can make your own decisions, your own risks. But mark my words: more division is 
coming. I have already seen it. Households and friendships have been and will be divided over the proper 
safety behaviors, and feelings have been and will be hurt. People will draw lines in the sand based on what 
they think are “best practices” and like so many politicizations, this too will be a sign of division in our lives. 

So this is my concluding pastoral admonition: as you consider the needs of others, be self-differentiated 
enough to respect how everyone else reintegrates and “opens up”, knowing that you may not agree. If 
you are particularly vulnerable, consider the pleas of your worried children and protect yourself 
accordingly. If you are worried about your vulnerable loved one, consider what you are doing to their soul 
by keeping them from public worship indefinitely. If you are carefree about coming to church, know that 
others there might be more nervous than you are, so be respectful. If you believe the church should still be 
closed, you can believe that while keeping your opinion to yourself and watching from home. 

Continued on p. 4…  

St. Paul Lutheran Church & School Newsletter   Page 3



Doors Open Safely at St. Paul        …Continued from p. 3 
I’ll leave you with two quotes. The first, from our District President, “be cautious, maintain social distancing 
and remarkable hygiene, pray for wisdom and sanctified common sense, and be aware of the risks 
associated with this virus.”  

Second, the description of the church’s beginning from Acts 2, “And [the believers] devoted themselves to 
the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon 
every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles.  And all who believed 
were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together 
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God 
and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were 
being saved.” 

Alleluia, Christ is risen. –Pastor Matyas 

LWML Friendship Circle News 
A beautiful and unique Confirmand reception 
was celebrated without a hitch on Sunday, May 
12th! The Friendship Circle Secret Pals were very 
pleased with our simple, narthex “Meet and 
Greet” after the Confirmand’s Presentation of 
Banners service. Praise and thanks to the Lord 
for St Paul’s Confirmation Class! How wonderful 
that the service was also available on our 
church’s website! What a joy it to watch their 
Rite of Confirmation service online, too!  

John 20:20 “The disciples were glad when they 
saw the Lord.”  

We are glad to be able to attend church! How 
easily that has been to say and do! How much 
we have taken that for granted. How blessed 
we have been to have the technology to live-stream our services, to have considerate measures offered 
for receiving the Lord’s Supper. And how incredibly blessed we, not only a as group of LWML ladies but 
we as a whole congregation to have Pastor Matyas and many dedicated Church Board Members to 
help us stay focused on God’s Word through this incredible time in our lives. 

And again.   John 20:20 “The disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.”  

Remember that verse? It is the theme for this year’s, now first ever and hopefully ONLY, "Virtual" Online 
2020 Michigan District LWML Convention on Saturday, July 11, 2020. We still need delegates to vote on 
business matters. 

Continued on p. 5…  
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LWML Friendship Circle News     …Continued from p. 4 
Since the convention is now virtual on July 11, 2020....no one has to 
travel! There is no cost to register and vote, two delegates per 
society. Delegates may vote online or with a paper ballot that gets 
mailed in. 

Our convention may look different this year, but there are many 
reasons to give thanks.....and one of them is that we can be active 
in the voting process from our own homes! And our delegates 
could be in company of each other to enjoy and help each other 
through the whole process! Delegates will vote on some Board of 
Directors positions, 2020-2022 Mite Goal, Mission Grants, and District 
By-Laws changes. On the LWML Michigan District website: (lwmlmichigan.org) under Events tab, see 
Conventions with District under that to get familiar and see new updates as they are available. There will 
be more information coming on: 2020 Convention Shirts, charms and tie-tac (pins), "Virtual" Run/Walk 
fund raiser and T-shirt, and Prayer Room requests which will be taken online.. 

Just imagine this – attend this 2020 convention without having have to spend money for registration fee, 
food, lodging, travel, and worship service offerings! But… 

…there will be a suggestion/opportunity for donations to be made to District so that the organizations 
that were chosen to receive the worship offerings will still be helped. Even though the Virtual Convention 
will be less costly to produce, there will be costs involved so please consider sharing the savings you will 
experience with a donation back to the Michigan District. 

       “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 

Michigan District Grant Projects 2018-2020 complete! This is wonderful news! God has blessed the Michigan 
District LWML! All the grants for the 2018–2020 biennium are paid. We praise God for the opportunity to 
serve Him and others with our mite offerings.  Now it’s time to prayerfully consider the proposed grants for 
the 2020-2022 biennium! For information on all grants, go to www.lwmlmichigan.org/  Under Missions, select 
Grants. 

Did you know? Throughout the 1800s and early 1900s, many women were involved in various women's 
organizations dedicated to reaching out with God's love. The seeds for the LWML were sown in the late 
1920s, and in 1942 was officially born with the theme we use today of “Serve the Lord with Gladness.” As 
part of a country at war, the first two projects supported key local needs: chapels for deaf-mute 
congregations and post-war relief efforts.   

The Michigan District formed and joined the LWML in 1944. With nearly 80 years of organizing LCMS women 
in support of local and global missions, let us joyfully consider the opportunity given to us to extend His 
kingdom! While we are in challenging times now as Michigan and our country were when LWML was 
founded, we know the power of our Lord.  Let us stand ready to serve Him with gladness! 

          “Let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.” 1 John 3:18 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, you have blessed so many women over the years with the opportunity to serve you.  
Please give us your guidance and help us to continue that service.  In Jesus name, Amen.
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Challenges Ahead For The Community Of Saints In ________ 
Fill in the blank with the name of almost any country and there are challenges for Christians in that country.  
These are the times that “try men’s souls” patience, courage, and resourcefulness.  People are advised to 
try all sorts of remedies to avoid troubling situations around the world: viruses, earthquakes, floods, insect 
invasions, enemies within and without national borders. 

After prayer, searching, reading, and trying topics on for size, importance, and relevance it occurred to 
me that the one thing Open Doors ministry calls for is PRAYER.  This is the one thing we can do in our homes, 
minds, and hearts.  We can come into our Lord’s presence anytime, anywhere. 

House churches around the world in China, Nigeria, Yemen, Morocco, Sudan, Vietnam, Syria, North Korea, 
Cuba, Russia, and Iran all ask for prayer for Christian communities within the borders of their country.  
Please pray… 

• For bold courage for all church leaders. 
• For workers to gather a harvest of soul. 
• For increased and accurate education and training for those church leaders. 
• For those wanting to become pastors and teachers. 
• For God’s guidance for those people world-wide as they receive that training in church discipleship. 
• For those who are “in chains” for the Gospel as they face varying degrees of persecution. 
• That those in prison or under arrest will be bold in preaching the Lord’s words in season and out of 

season. 
• That nothing stops the spread of the Gospel. 
• For those enduring post-imprisonment traumas of various intensities. 
• For families who have loved ones in prison. 
• For God’s provision for daily living. 
• For good supplies of Bibles and scripture education materials. 

All thanks to Open Doors USA Prayer Force ALERT bulletin for May 2020 which guided thoughts for this article. 

Lost and Found 
Two items have been hanging in school 
for months: a large Columbia jacket and 
a medium Bushmaster jacket. Please 
contact the office 
(office@stpaulbaycity.org) if you have 
lost one of these items. Thanks! 
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Acolyte and Reader Schedule for June 2020 

Altar Guild, Elders, and Ushers in June 
Altar Guild: 

Jean Begick 
Virginia Hutter 

Elders: 

Howard Helmreich 
Tom Appold 
Vaughn Begick 
Howard McMullen 
Jeremy Warren 

Ushers (8:00 a.m.): 
Group #1 

Cary Behmlander (631-0914) 
Dale Jezowski 
Mike Mossner 
Adam Jezowski 
Rollan Berger 

Ushers (10:30 a.m.): 
Group #4 

Bob Eastman (686-7365) 
Cindy Eastman 
Tim Begick 

Head Usher:  

Dale Jezowski (327-7613) 

June Greeters 

St. Paul Lutheran Church Newsletter  
May 20, 2020  

Volume 25—Issue 5 
6100 Westside Saginaw Road  

Bay City, MI 48706  
Church Phone: 989.686.7140  
School Phone: 989.684.4450 

Pastor: 
Rev. Dennis Matyas  

Director of Family Life Ministries:  
Mr. David Schultz 

School Principal: 
Mr. Jack Lustila  

Secretary: 
Mrs. Ruth Schian 

Newsletter articles for the June/July 
newsletter are due on Wednesday, 

June 10, 2020. You may submit 
articles to the email address below 

or drop them off in the office. 
Website: www.stpaulbaycity.org  
Email: office@stpaulbaycity.org
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ACOLYTES: 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. READERS: 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.

Sun., June 7 Hayden Swartz Landon LaForest June 7 Scott Engelhardt Terry Burkhard

Sun., June 14 Caroline Douponce Brooklynn Garrett June 14 Jack Lustila Jeremy Warren

Sun., June 21 Natalie List Hogan Bourdow June 21 Ken Van Cise David Schultz

Sun., June 28 Sawyer Bebow Nathan Coyer June 28 Ben Helmreich Howard McMullen

8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.

Sun., June 7 Jack & Kathy Lustila 
Anthony & Kathie Colone

Steve & Debra Neuman 
Tom & Missy Appold

Sun., June 14 Dale & Lynn Jezowski 
Art & Jamie Zeilinger

Ron & Ardie Reuther 
Bonnie List

Sun., June 21 Tom & Nancy Hoerauf 
Lura German & Rita Tilley

Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick 
Tiffany List & Rachel Abraham

Sun., June 28 Angela Buda 
David & Stacey Hildebrant

Vaughn & Margie Begick 
Janet & Paulette Beckers
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