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For this month’s newsletter, enjoy this “word search” of hymns. I hope you get as
much enjoyment and time-wasting fun as I did writing it. There are twenty-five.

How many can you find? (Hint: All titles can be found in LSB)
It is lovely for all the saints to make songs of joy to Christ, our head. I praise God
from whom all blessings flow that you should have such favorite songs of
thankfulness and praise. I am aware that the hymn selections can sometimes
leave you stricken, smitten, and afflicted. But please know that I do seek, where
you may, to find a way to make the hymns connect to the sermon and readings
both in theme and variety, so that while you are in the very midst of life, you
may think, “Jesus loves me!” This I know to be burden sometimes, but let children
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hear the mighty deeds of God through a multitude of songs! O little flock, fear
not the foe that is the unknown hymn. It is sometimes better to sing praise to
God, the highest good, even if the song is not for tongues of heaven’s angels.
And if you should find yourself ignorant of a song, then let all mortal flesh keep
silence, for others may be thinking, “It is well with my soul.”
Glory be to Jesus that we, pastor and congregation, can revel on what has now
been sown and enjoy a certain playfulness in worship. When peace, like a river,
flows through this marriage, the saints in Christ are one. In ev’ry place, my soul
now magnifies the Lord evening and morning because of you and our
interaction.
I will continue in my efforts to make all Christians who have been baptized
gladly sing hosanna, loud hosanna from depths of woe. And even if your
favorite hymn is not picked very often, you must still say, “Pastor! Lead me!”
Guide me, then, to select hymns you know and love for the appropriate
seasons. Just bear in mind that sometimes a shepherd does appreciate it when
a lamb goes uncomplaining forth.
––Pastor
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Ladies Aid News
The Ladies Aid board and program committee has decided to postpone the Honorary Member Potluck
until next year. As of right now, we still plan on having our May meeting on May 4th. Please watch the
bulletin for further details.

“Thank you” from Mrs. Ruth Mueller, Hoagland, Indiana
“I’m at a loss for words to express the feelings in my heart for the recent outpouring of love from the
members of St. Paul. The passing of my son, Herbert Jr., has certainly been a tough time for our entire
family. I can’t thank you enough for the cards and notes, your prayers, and the thoughtful expressions of
sympathy shown to me.
Your thoughts, prayers, and kind words at this difficult time have been greatly appreciated and will always
be remembered by our entire family. Thank you very much.” ––Ruth Mueller

Welcome to Our New Member!
My name is Elaine Blondin. I am from Saginaw and raised our family in
Freeland, MI. My husband Lee passed away in 2017. We were married
for 48 years and had two children, Guy from Linden, MI, and Faye
from Hyattsville, MD, and four grandchildren Gabrielle, Eliot, Finley,
and Dylan. My husband worked for General Motors and I was an xray and ultrasound technician in Saginaw. When we retired in 1999,
we moved to our home up north, where we had a cottage for 30
years on Cedar Lake, north of Oscoda. We enjoyed 18 wonderful
years there in our little piece of paradise. We were members of Trinity
Lutheran church in Oscoda.
I moved to Bay City in the fall of 2019 to be closer to family and
conveniences and airports. I have been attending St. Paul for the past

Elaine Blondin

few months, and I am looking forward to being a member.
I enjoy family and friends, reading, sewing and quilting and hope to get back into playing golf, but it may
be "too late" for that!
Contact information for new members received since the latest directory was published is provided in the blue photo album at the
bottom of the display case where new member pictures are displayed in the church entry. Pictures removed to make room for new
ones are stored in the photo album until those recently received members are pictured in a new directory.
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Persecuted Church: Under the Hammer and Sickle, Yet―
It has been said, “Many rural people are ignorant. They think
God is their savior.… After our cadre’s work, they’ll realize their
mistakes and think: We should no longer rely on Jesus, but on the
party for help.” —Yan, head of a 2017 poverty-relief drive in
Huangjinbu township—
Yet, it has been said, “For the sake of the gospel, we are
prepared to bear all losses, even the loss of our freedom and our
lives.” ―from “A Declaration for the Sake of the Christian Faith,”
published Sept. 1, 2018 by Early Rain Church leaders―
And,“How wonderful it would be if, because of this suffering, we
might be able to give off the sweet fragrance of the gospel!”
―Li Yingqiang, elder at Early Rain Covenant Church―
And,“The goal of disobedience is not to change the world, but to testify about another world.” ―Pastor
Wang Yi―
And,“By the grace and help of the Lord, try to turn the interrogation process into a process of evangelism.”
―Early Rain church leaders―
Chinese Christians have been testifying to their faith in such a bold, brave, courageous manner for some
time…ever since the Mao Zedong Cultural Revolution regime (1966-1976) and now under President Xi
Jinping who seems intent on enforcing very harsh ‘Sinicization’ regulations on house churches such as The
Early Rain Covenant church. Even in the communist government endorsed Three-Self Patriotic Movement
“church” (TSPM) pastors must submit sermons for government approval prior to delivering the sermon.
Some TSPM churches have been demolished.
Unknown total numbers of Chinese Christians have been detained, arrested, imprisoned, re-educated and
even “disappeared” in the past few years. This includes church pastors, lay leaders and congregational
members.
Ben Chen, a Chinese seminary professor now residing in the USA states that, “Persecution is evil to the
people of God, but [we] rejoice that the gospel can be spread. We don’t simply believe persecution itself
can make the gospel spread. God uses this way to make his people realize there is a treasure in the clay.
So as the church cherishes more holding the gospel dear, so they can continue growing.” Our Chinese
brothers and sisters are living, working examples for us to hold the Gospel dear and to be about the work of
God while we are able.
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In these particularly trying times prayer for these Christians holds deeper significance than previously. “Lord,
You see the tears of your people. Comfort them, and grant them mutual love and communion of saints in
these difficult times.
Bless each believer under persecution with a reverent fear of You so they will not fear earthly powers. Give
believers behind bars the confidence and strength to be as bold as Peter and Paul. Guard them against
hate and resentment.
Father, keep Christians who are frightened from losing heart. Guide those who are under pressure with the
voice of Your Holy Spirit so they will know which way to turn. Fill the believers with a sense of unity and
purpose.
Lord, reveal Yourself to those in power—to the president, to Communist officials, to police officers and to
others. Reveal to them the truth of the gospel so that they may come to know You, the only eternal King.
Through this storm, may Your people be a faithful witness and testimony to the transformational power of
the gospel for the sake of Your kingdom.” Amen!
All references and the prayer were taken from a special publication from The Voice of the Martyrs, March
2020 titled, “SPIRITUAL DISOBEDIENCE IN CHINA.” This is an excellent, very detailed, lengthy discussion of the
status of Christianity in China today.
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Acolyte and Reader Schedule for May 2020
ACOLYTES:

8:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

READERS: 8:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

Sun., May 3

Hayden Swartz

Lexi Hutchinson

May 3

Greg Behmlander

Richard Doan

Sun., May 10

Caroline Douponce

Rachel Mammel

May 10

Tom DePrekel

Pastor Matyas

Sun., May 17

Alina Damic

Lexi Hutchinson

May 17

Herb Matthes

Brian Appold

Thurs., May 21

(3:15 p.m.)

Lillian Garcia

(6:30 p.m.)
Jake Appold

Sun., May 24

Deanna Zeilinger

Riley Jimenez

May 24

Sam Britton

John Rodgers

Sun., May 31

Blake Lowe

Emily EauClaire

May 31

Zachary Benkert

Bruce Appold

Altar Guild, Elders, and Ushers in May
Altar Guild:

Ushers (8:00 a.m. and any

Ushers (10:30 a.m. and any

Jean Appold

evening services during the first

evening services during the last

Margie Begick

half of the month):

half of the month.):

Group #3

Group #6

Elders:

Herb Matthes (684-3109)

Brian Appold (293-0195)

Mike Appold

Bob Schlicker

Andy Weiss

Don Krueger

Jason Schlicker

Scott Weiss

Roger Hendrick

Art Zeilinger

Jeffrey Olson

Rich Down

Peter Auernhammer

Bob Hofford

Head Usher:
Dale Jezowski (327-7613)

May Greeters
8:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

Sun., May 3

Jack & Kathy Lustila
Anthony & Kathie Colone

Steve & Debra Neuman
Tom & Missy Appold

Sun., May 10

Dale & Lynn Jezowski
Art & Jamie Zeilinger

Ron & Ardie Reuther
Bonnie List

Sun., May 17

Tom & Nancy Hoerauf
Lura German & Rita Tilley

Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick
Tiffany List & Rachel Abraham

Sun., May 24

Angela Buda
David & Stacey Hildebrant

Vaughn & Margie Begick
Janet & Paulette Beckers

Sun., May 31

Anthony & Kathie Colone
Floyd & Julia Appold

Wayne & Darlene Zeilinger
Marian & Terry Kernstock
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We will let you know if events are cancelled. Check each
week’s bulletin announcements for the latest updates.

