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I recently had one of those days. You know, you can’t really put your finger on 

it, but you just feel emotionally and physically exhausted by the end of it. It’s 

getting colder and darker, and daily life is looking more like a slog. As I do every 

night, I took the dog for a walk in the church cemetery. There’s a spot I aim for 

in the corner by the creek, and there I stopped and admitted to God, “I am 

having a hard time right now.” No sooner had I said that then I felt a tug at the 

leash, at the end of which the dog was rolling on his back in the dirt. I 

responded with all the dog-owner-telling-the-dog-to-stop clichés I could think 

of, and he jumped up to his feet, shook off, wagged his tail, and (if dogs could 

do it) smiled. At first I was annoyed and jealous (all he does is sleep all day, then 

the first chance he gets rolls in a pile of dirt). Then it hit me: roll in the dirt. 

I could pray that God would please take 

away the things that burdened me. But 

if I were to pray for that, I would have 

nothing and do nothing—no job, no 

family, no purpose for being. Sure, of all 

the paper cuts that make up the 

thousand that kill, a few could always 

go; but mostly they are necessary parts 

of my life. I have so much to lose 

because I have been given so much. I 

have so much to complain about 

because I have been blessed so much. I 

can look with disgust at the dirt on my 

hands and try to wash them clean, but 

even the stupid dog knows better: it is 

easier and happier to give thanks for the 

dirt. 

So I did. I started thanking God. I started at home, and thanked God for my 

family—each of them, by name, with a pause between each name as I 

pictured them in my mind. Then I thanked God for our school’s teachers—each 

of them, by name, with a pause between each name as I pictured them in my 

mind. Then the support staff of the school—each of them, by name, with a 

pause between each name as I pictured them in my mind. Then I moved on to 

the church: the elders, the school board, board of business management, 

youth board, stewardship, evangelism, trustees, council, planning committee, 

building committee, musicians, screen operators, greeters, ushers, janitors. You  

Continued on page 2... 
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Please or Thank You? How to survive December       Continued from page 1 

know the drill—each of them, by name, with a pause between 

each name as I pictured them in my mind. I simply said, “Thank 

you for X,” for literally everyone I could think of who has anything 

to do with my regular life. As I turned to go home, I topped off my 

list with that which we all should be most thankful in December: 

the incarnation of Jesus Christ, who takes away the sin of the 

world. 

It was not magic—it’s not like I suddenly felt eternally grateful and 

danced a jig of happiness. I was still tired, just not despairing. I 

gave thanks in the way you force yourself to exercise, and it was 

exercise in that it was good for me, and it turned the weariness 

into endurance. Instead of being frustrated at someone at home 

or work who failed to meet my expectations, I can give thanks for 

them. Instead of being defensive over someone’s criticism of me, I 

can give thanks for them. Instead of complaining about the 

amount of work I have in the next couple weeks, I can give thanks 

for it. Instead of bemoaning the number of gifts and parties to get 

and go to, I can give thanks that I have so many people to give to 

and celebrate with. 

It is incidental that my entire list of people has something to do 

with church (go figure, I’m a pastor). You can make your own list. 

Try it and let me know how it goes. As you pause and thank God 

for each one of them, you may find that your mood changes from despair to contentment, from bitterness to 

apathy, from seeing people as annoyances to seeing them as people for whom Christ was born, died, rose, 

and ascended. Then maybe you will worry more about being the kind of person for whom others give thanks. 

–Pastor 

LEAP News Nugget 
LEAP – The Lutheran Education Advancement Plan in Michigan’s Great Lake Bay Region 

LEAP is pleased to introduce to 

you the “brand new” LEAP 

Admissions Coordinator, Mrs. 

Carol Sweebe, to serve some of 

the schools of LEAP. Carol is a 

member of St. John’s Lutheran 

Church in Midland, and she has 

two children who are graduates 

of that school. She has been a 

very active member and leader 

within her church and school. She 

is the Founder and Executive 

Director of “Ministries of Hope,” a 

not-for-profit organization which 

helps couples and individuals live as 

children of God. Mrs. Sweebe is 

pleased to report that “I am very 

excited to be working with Lutheran 

schools in the Great Lakes Bay 

Region, as I believe they provide a 

much-needed opportunity for 

parents who choose to give their 

children an education that is 

academically sound and Biblically 

based. Our children were blessed 

to experience that gift and are 

strong in their faith and in life as a 

result of it.” 

More news concerning the 

School Admissions Coordinator 

and her work will be following in 

days to come. Stay tuned. And 

please continue to pray God’s 

blessings upon the children and 

families and ministries of our 

Lutheran schools! 
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The December meeting was held at the Saginaw Valley 

Public Golf Course/Bay City Country Club for our annual 

Christmas Party. We enjoyed a delicious meal, sang 

Christmas carols, and revealed our 2019 Secret Pals. The 2020 

officers were installed: 

President - Darlene Zeilinger 

Vice President - Cathi Reymore 

Secretary - Ann Rajewski 

Treasurer - Stacey Hildebrant 

The annual Bake sale on December 7 was a success. Stay 

tuned for the final count.  

Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year! Our next meeting is February 3, 2020. Enjoy the 

break! 

Ladies Aid 

Save the Date! 
 

AUCTION FUNDRAISER 
To benefit the Ministry Center 

 

March 22, 2020 

4-6 p.m. Supper & Silent Auction 

6 p.m. Live Auction  
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Welcome to the St. Paul Family 

Phyllis Rush, 93, has retired from being an 

organist and Lutheran teacher. Her husband, 

Pastor Louis Rush, passed away in 2000. 

Along with raising 4 children, Phyllis was 

active in LWML and other organizations such 

as the League of Women Voters. She has 

many interests, including reading and 

crocheting. Phyllis has 10 grandchildren and 

5 great-grandchildren. Naomi Schimm is her 

daughter.  

Phyllis Rush 

Mike and Chris Maxwell have been married 30 

years. They have 2 adult children, Matt and 

Katie. Mike is employed at Fullerton Tool in Saginaw as 

a plant engineer. Chris is employed with USDA Rural 

Development in East Lansing as the Community 

Programs Director for Michigan. They enjoy camping, 

golfing, and MSU sports, and are glad to be back 

home and a part of the St. Paul family.  

Mike & Chris Maxwell 

Matthew, Kali, Laurel, Eleanor, and Caroline Wood Serving the Lord in Indonesia 

Click here for their latest blog post. 

 

James & Christel Neuendorf Serving the Lord in Puerto Rico  

Click here for November/December’s Newsletter 

Missionaries & Foreign Workers Supported by 

St. Paul 

https://www.theseaside.asia/blog
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5b2981402d462c25bbc441acf/_compresseds/9f2d5086-5c8b-4a1e-8f83-191b88d82b15.jpg
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Persecuted Church 

The article which follows appeared in an email from Blaze. I am providing it in its entirety so that copyright 

is not infringed. National Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church occurs in early November of each year.  The 

statistics are a grim reminder that our brothers and sisters in chains world-wide truly need our supplication in 

prayer daily. Daily, because they are being persecuted daily, and daily, they must live day to day. Christ goes 

with them through it all and asks us to remember them as if we ourselves were in chains with them. 

It is for them as it was for Paul as he noted in 2 Timothy 2: 8-10.  “…This is my gospel, for which I am suffering 

even to the point of being chained like a criminal.  But God’s word is not chained. …” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Too Many To Count: The Global Persecution Of Christians  

 
by Tyler Durden  

Mon, 11/11/2019 - 02:00  

Authored by Raymond Ibrahim via The Gatestone Institute, 

 

Today is one of the 

International Days of Prayer for the 

Persecuted Church (IDOP). Initiated 

over 20 years ago by the World 

Evangelical Alliance, 100,000 

congregations around the world 

and millions of Christians participate 

on this day. 

"This November let us unite in 

prayer for our persecuted brothers 

and sisters," IDOP noted in a 

brief video that highlights a few 

examples of recent persecution, 

including the Easter Sunday church 

bombings in Sri Lanka and the 

ongoing slaughter of Christians by 

Islamic groups in Nigeria and, 

increasingly, Burkina Faso. 

Discussing this day's significance, Vernon Brewer, the CEO and founder of World Help, a Christian 

humanitarian organization, wrote: 

"It's easy to go about our lives and forget that in places like Nigeria, Iran and North Korea being a Christian 

can often lead to death. After all, for the most part, persecution for our faith isn't something most of us face... 

But I can't forget the believers I've met in Iraq, China or at the North Korean border. I can't forget their scars or 

their haunted eyes and horrific stories... The more I travel, the more I see that in many countries Christian 

persecution is worse than ever before. 

Statistics bear out this grim assertion: "4,136 Christians were killed for faith-related reasons," noted 

Open Doors in its World Watch List 2019. "On average, that's 11 Christians killed every day for their faith." 

Additionally, "2,625 Christians were detained without trial, arrested, sentenced and imprisoned" and "1,266 

churches or Christian buildings were attacked." 

The report further states that more than 245 million Christians around the world are currently suffering 

from persecution. In other words, "1 in 9 Christians experience high levels of persecution worldwide." 
Continued on page 6... 

https://www.zerohedge.com/users/tyler-durden
https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/15147/christians-global-persecution
http://idop.org/web/
https://www.christianpost.com/news/listen-to-their-cry-churches-worldwide-day-of-prayer-for-persecuted-christians.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/listen-to-their-cry-churches-worldwide-day-of-prayer-for-persecuted-christians.html
https://vimeo.com/364699400
https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/14125/sri-lanka-easter-attacks
https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/12645/christians-genocide-nigeria
https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/14243/burkina-faso-jihad-terrorism
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/vernon-brewer-sunday-christians-killed
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/WWL2019_FullBooklet.pdf
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/WWL2019_FullBooklet.pdf
https://www.zerohedge.com/users/tyler-durden
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Persecuted Church              Continued from page 5 

Typically women fare worse: "In many places, they experience a 'double persecution'— one for being 

a Christian and one for being a woman." As for specific numbers: "At least six women every day are raped, 

sexually harassed or forced into marriage to a Muslim man under the threat of death for their Christian faith..." 

The "Independent Review into the global persecution of Christians," led by Rev. Philip Mounstephen, 

the Bishop of Truro, and published in early 2019, states: 

"Evidence shows not only the geographic spread of anti-Christian persecution, but also its increasing severity. 

In some regions, the level and nature of persecution is arguably coming close to meeting the international 

definition of genocide, according to that adopted by the UN." 

The bishop's detailed report, which was commissioned by then British Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt, 

concluded that the persecution of Christians is near "genocide" levels. 

Both studies make clear that most of the persecution occurs in the Muslim world. In seven of the top 

ten worst nations, "the primary cause of persecution is Islamic oppression," notes Open Doors. Additionally, 38 

of the 50 nations that persecute Christians the most are Muslim-majority. 

The Bishop of Truro's report gives specifics: 

 "The persecution of Christians is perhaps at its most virulent in the region of the birthplace of Christianity — 

the Middle East & North Africa." 

 "Christianity now faces the possibility of being wiped-out in parts of the Middle East where its roots go back 

furthest. In Palestine, Christian numbers are below 1.5 percent; in Syria the Christian population has 

declined from 1.7 million in 2011 to below 450,000 and in Iraq, Christian numbers have slumped from 1.5 

million before 2003 to below 120,000 today." 

 "In countries such as Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Syria and Saudi Arabia the situation of Christians and other 

minorities has reached an alarming stage." 

 "[T]here is mass violence which regularly expresses itself through the bombing of churches, as has been the 

case in countries such as Egypt, Pakistan, and Indonesia." 

 "The single-greatest threat to Christians [in Nigeria] ... came from Islamist militant group Boko Haram, with 

US intelligence reports in 2015 suggesting that 200,000 Christians were at risk of being killed... Those worst 

affected included Christian women and girls 'abducted, and forced to convert, enter forced marriages, 

sexual abuse and torture.'" 

 "An intent to erase all evidence of the Christian presence [in Syria, Iraq, Egypt, north-east Nigeria and the 

Philippines] was made plain by the removal of crosses, the destruction of Church buildings and other 

Church symbols. The killing and abduction of clergy represented a direct attack on the Church's structure 

and leadership." 

Outside the Muslim world, the persecution of Christians is also getting significantly worse, particularly 

North Korea, where "never-ending pressure and violence" is directed against Christians. In India, for the first 

time in modern history, Christians are experiencing "extreme persecution." 

In the end, numbers and statistics will never adequately capture the magnitude of the problem. “Too 

many to count, too many unknown,” states the video by International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted 

Church, "All because they bear the name of Jesus." 

https://www.opendoorsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/WWL2019_FullBooklet.pdf
https://www.foxnews.com/world/christian-persecution-continues-to-rise-more-incidents-against-women-in-2017-new-report-says
https://christianpersecutionreview.org.uk/interim-report/
https://christianpersecutionreview.org.uk/report/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-48146305
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/WWL2019_FullBooklet.pdf
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/WWL2019_FullBooklet.pdf
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/WWL2019_FullBooklet.pdf
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/WWL2019_FullBooklet.pdf
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/WWL2019_FullBooklet.pdf
https://vimeo.com/364699400
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Join the Journey 

Please continue to fulfill your pledges and encourage your fellow St. Paul members to do the same. 

Automatic withdrawal is available through the website (click here for the link); contact the office for 

assistance.  

St. Paul Lutheran 

Church Newsletter 

December 16, 2019 

Volume 24—Issue 11 
 

6100 Westside Saginaw Road 

Bay City, MI 48706 

Church Phone: 989.686.7140 

School Phone: 989.684.4450 

Pastor:  

Rev. Dennis Matyas 

Director of Family Life Ministries: 

Mr. David Schultz 

School Principal:  

Mr. Jack Lustila 

Secretary:  

Mrs. Ruth Schian 

Newsletter articles for the November 

newsletter are due on Wednesday, 

January 8, 2019. You may submit 

articles to the email address below or 

drop them off in the office.  

 Website: www.stpaulbaycity.org 

 Email: office@stpaulbaycity.org 

 Fax: 989.684.0882 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbdNcMTB-6_rtq-1jMNesHuqXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx-cgLWI1PcgQ7f1aayiwnU0=&ver=3
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Acolyte and Reader Schedule for January 2020 

January Greeters 

Altar Guild, Elders, and Ushers in January 

Acolytes:       Readers:  

Sun., Jan. 5 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Sawyer Bebow  Landon LaForest  John Schlicker  Gene Behmlander 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Jan. 12 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

  Lillian Garcia  Riley Jimenez  Tom DePrekel  Sam Britton 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Jan. 19 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Alina Damic  Nathan Coyer  Pastor Matyas  Brian Appold 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Jan. 26 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Hayden Swartz  Brooklynn Garrett Herb Matthes  John Rodgers 

Ushers (10:30 a.m.): 

Group #5 

Bob Campbell (401-7766) 

Terry Burkhard 

Richard Doan 

Wayne Stieve 

 

Head Usher: Rollan Berger (684-5944)  

Cell (450-6618) 

Ushers (8:00 a.m.): 

Group #2 

Randy Appold (239-2072) 

Weston Appold 

Greg Behmlander 

Matt Appold 

Daryl Appold 

Rylan Appold 

Altar Guild: 

Dorothy Helmreich 

Sally McMullen 

 

Elders: 

Mike Appold 

Don Krueger 

Roger Hendrick 

Rich Doan 

Greeters: 8:00 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 

Sun., Jan. 5 Jack & Kathy Lustila   Janet Beckers & Paulette Beckers 

  Anthony & Kathleen Colone  Loraine Diment & Paul Begick 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Jan. 12 Dale & Lynn Jezowski   Ronald & Ardith Reuther 

  Arthur & Jamie Zeilinger   Bonnie List 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Jan. 19 Tom & Nancy Hoerauf   Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick 

  Lura Gehrman & Rita Tilley  Tiffany List & Rachel Abraham  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Jan. 26 Angela Buda    Vaughn & Margie Begick    

  David & Stacey Hildebrant  Janet Beckers & Paulette Beckers 




