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The Touch of the Master’s Hand
In my grandmother’s living room there was a large print in a golden frame of a
violin, resting on colorful bedazzlements like roses and viney plants. Odd, since
my grandmother didn’t play the violin, but fitting because it was exactly the
kind of thing you would find in an old woman’s house. The perfect art-work for
grandmothers, you know? At the top of the print, in equally flourishing cursive
writing was a phrase: “The Touch of the Masters’ Hand”. Years later I would learn
that the print was in reference to an old poem by Myra Brooks Welch called
(you guessed it), The Touch of the Master’s Hand.
The short poem tells
of an auctioneer
peddling his wares,
and scarcely caring
about an old violin
that was, “battered
and scarred.”
Holding it up with a
smile, but barely
concerned about its
worth, the
auctioneer begins
"Violin" by michal.sebastian is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0
the bidding at a
mere dollar. The price rises a couple bucks, and just when the ratty old
instrument is about to be sold for three dollars and no more, suddenly an old
man rises from the back. He walks forward and takes the violin from the
auctioneer’s hand. He blows off the dust, he tightens the strings, he sets the
bow, and begins to play a “melody pure and sweet as caroling angel sings”.
When the music stops, the auctioneer again holds up the instrument, and in a
quiet voice asks for another bid. This time it’s not a dollar or two, it’s one
thousand, two thousand, sold for three thousand dollars! When asked what
caused such a dramatic change in value, the poem’s title came out: The Touch
of the Master’s Hand. The application is obvious for spiritual growth: in the hands
of God, you have the power to do good. In fact, that’s the verse from Ephesians
2:10, right? For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
But there’s a couple of problems there. Sorry grandma, but the poem falls apart
if you push it too far. For starters, the auctioneer is able to get three bucks out of
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The Touch of the Master’s Hand
the crowd before the master plays the violin. This assumes that the violin had
some value to it; even three bucks is more than zero bucks. It also assumes
that the violin is recognizable as a violin. There are strings that just need a
little bit of tightening and some dust blown off and everything’s right as rain.
Take a running start at Ephesians 2:10 and you’ll find a different picture.
Behold, you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you once
walked, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. To suggest that you were
just a little battered and bruised and just needed a little help from God to
be fancy again would be to downplay the true gravity of your situation at
best, at worst it would be to ignore
what God actually saved you from. You weren’t like a run-down-yet-stillplayable instrument. You were more like a rusted tin can on a garbage
heap: used up, forgotten, full of holes, barely worth anything to begin with.
You were filth on the heel of a farmer’s boot. You were salt that lost its
saltiness. Dead. Who would pay even a dime for you? You were worthless.
The second problem is the role of the master. In the poem, this master just walks up and grabs the instrument
and increases its value by demonstrating the potential of the violin. In a more accurate rendition of the same
poem, the old man would buy the violin. Listen to more from Ephesians 2. But God, being rich in
mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
This is not the image of a pep-talk or a beautiful flower perking up after a gentle rain. This is the image of a
recklessly loving God who sent His Son Jesus Christ into our flesh to buy back that which is worth absolutely
nothing. And He doesn’t pay a few bucks, or even gold or silver; no, He pays His own precious blood and His
innocent suffering and death so that you can be His own.
The touch of the master’s hand doesn’t remind you of how beautiful you are. The touch of the master’s hand
reminds you of how beautiful He is. The music you make, the good works you do, you do because He has
redeemed you, bought and paid for you, given you His Spirit as a guarantee of the things to come. All the
sweet sounds like caroling angel songs are done by Him, for Him, in spite of you. For by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one
may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them.
–Pastor

Scholastic Book Fair
St. Paul’s Scholastic Book Fair will
be held in the gym on October 23-27.
Sales will take place during the school
day, as well as at VIP Day, Harvest
Fest, and between church services. All
book fair sales earn free books for St.

Paul. If you are able to volunteer your
time to help at the book fair, please
contact Kristen Glasser 989-529-2962.
Online shopping is also available:
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/
stpaulbaycity
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Welcome to Our New Members!
Hello, we are Dennis and Kathy Keith. We have been
married for 31 years this October. Dennis is retired from
Delphi Corporation and Kathy is retired from Nexteer
Automotive. We were members of St. Lorenz in Frankenmuth
prior to transferring to St. Paul’s. We lived in Frankenmuth for
27 years before building a house at Bay Valley. We have
three children and six grandchildren, who are located in
Michigan, Virginia and North Carolina. We are both avid
golfers and enjoy spending time at our townhouse in Myrtle
Beach when not in Michigan.
Dennis & Kathy Keith
My name is Mike Myers. I have been a Lutheran all of my life. In
the past, I was a teacher at St. John Lutheran School in Napoleon,
Ohio. I taught there for twelve years working with fifth and sixth
graders for two years and then first and second graders for ten
years. Currently, I am a substitute teacher for the Bay City Schools. I
enjoy subbing for students in grades kindergarten through fifth
grade. Also, I work as a cashier at a local Dollar General store. In
my spare time, I enjoy going for walks, watching the Detroit sports
teams, and also going up to northern Michigan to visit my parents
in the Rogers City area. I am looking forward to becoming a
member at St. Paul. The people here are friendly and encouraging.
Mike Myers

Benefit Dinner for Wyatt Crouse
St. Paul is hosting a pulled pork BBQ dinner on Sunday, November 10, from 12-5 p.m. in the school gym. A
freewill donation will support Wyatt Crouse (Dan Bourdow’s grandson in Texas who fell and suffered a closed
head injury). Any help with setting up, serving food, baking desserts, and cleaning up would be greatly
appreciated. For questions or to volunteer, call or text Missy Appold (225-6902), Laura Bourdow, (225-9139),
Jamie Zeilinger (992-4602), or Julia Appold (525-6293).

Fresh Wreath Sale—Ministry Center Fundraiser
Spruce up your holiday decor in support of the St. Paul Ministry Center. Order your 24” Fraser Fir holiday
wreath now. $25. Presales end October 25th. Wreaths will be in by November 26th, just in time for
Thanksgiving celebrations. Makes a great gift! Contact Kristen Glasser 989-529-2962 or Ray & Debbie Garcia
989-662-6050 to place your order now.

Roll Call Sunday—October 27
Celebrating the Confirmation Anniversaries of
the Years 2009, 1999, 1989, 1979, 1969,
1959, 1949, 1944, 1939, & 1934

Join us for worship at the 10:30 a.m. service and
a banquet following the service. If this is your
confirmation anniversary year, please RSVP by
October 21.
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LWML - Friendship Circle
Our October LWML Friendship
Circle will meet on the Thursday,
October 17, at 6:30 p.m. in the
auditorium. Heidi Schultz will be
our speaker. She will tell
adventures of her family’s Alaska
Mission trips and of heart-warming
experiences as they minister to
the children and families of this
amazing state. We will also work
through a Bible Study from the
Quarterly with Lu Britton and
Virginia Hutter.
LWML Sunday was observed
on October 6th. Quilts for missions
were on display in church and a
door offering for Mites was

collected after both services. Mite
money is used to further God’s
kingdom through the mission
grants selected by delegates at
district and national conventions.
Do you know that 25% of the mite
offering is sent to LWML for mission
grants and the remaining 75% is
used for your district’s mission
grants? Of the many Michigan
District grants, one of them is to
provide training for women to
reach Arab women with the
Gospel in Dearborn. Arab women
long for acceptance and
friendship. This grant would help
provide that training for 50

Christian women from the LCMS
to work along with Joy Markus,
missionary with POBLO
International. We met Joy, a
Muslim convert, with an invitation
to speak at one of our FC
meetings last year. Joy is very
busy working with Atonement
Lutheran Church, introducing the
Christian Faith and beliefs to these
Muslim women. The $25,000 grant
goal is only 50% met so far.
You can read more about the
Michigan Grants being fulfilled at
www.lwmlmichigan.org/grants
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Jeremy Horn Concert
Join us on Tuesday, November 12 for an
evening of praise and fellowship as we
welcome back singer and songwriter
Jeremy Horn to St. Paul. Jeremy is a worship
leader in Memphis, TN, and has a heart
and passion for God's people and
music. Please join us at 7 p.m. in the school
auditorium. A free-will donation will be
taken to help cover Jeremy's expenses.
Jeremy's music is a fixture on Michigan's
17 Smile-FM Contemporary Christian music
stations; his "I Will See Angels 'Round Your
Throne" and "First Love" are two of his
popular hits. Jeremy's new CD is No Other
Love. This is a rare opportunity to see
Jeremy Horn in a small venue setting. Bring
a friend!
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Pray for Those Who Serve and for Those Who Are Served Behind the Hard
Lines of Faith
From our place in this world
we don’t often think about
needing to keep our pastors,
teachers, missionaries in the
forefront on our prayers. Yet they
face the hard times, times of
huge challenges, personal
troubles and trials, and yes, even
persecution. They are a very
human, very needy people.
This holds especially true in
places where Christians are being
challenged, hurt, marginalized,
ostracized, impoverished,
imprisoned and even murdered
for their faith and their efforts to
encourage other believers. They
are servants who feel the burdens
of the call to ministry.
In the November 2019 issue of
Open Doors’ “PRAYER FORCE”
brochure there is a call to pray for
men and a woman who serve
God's people wherever they
are.
Pray for guidance, good
health, safety and provision for
pastors in Azerbaijan, Laos and
Vietnam who face various
troubles and trials in ministering to
their congregations and
communities. These men are
trying to open churches, increase

“pray for us,
that the word of the Lord
may speed ahead and be honored.”
1 Thess. 3:1
their training and educations
beyond what they’ve already
accomplished. The Vietnamese
pastor has been rejected by his
own family. He now calls his fellow
believers his family. He needs
guidance in trying to bring his
own family to Christ. The church
leader in China is caring for her
fellow believers in southern China.
She is surrounded by Buddhists
and other non-believers who truly
need the Lord. Pray that she’ll be
able to accomplish what our Lord
has called her to do. Christian
pastors, teachers, and leaders
around the globe experience
many trials and also need our

"March 29, 2009" by DiazWerks is licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0

prayers.
Also pray for those whom they
serve; that their lives, minds and
hearts will support their pastors
and lay-leaders. They share in the
trials, tribulations, persecutions
that are directed at embattled
pastors and other servants. It is
difficult for us to envision what
they face daily, yet our prayers
go wherever our God directs
them. So, above all, keep these
persecuted Christians in your daily
prayers. Those prayers energize
and encourage our fellow
brothers and sisters in chains.
- Anonymous

Missionaries & Foreign Workers Supported by
St. Paul
Matthew, Kali, Laurel, Eleanor, and Caroline Wood Serving the Lord in Indonesia
Click here for their latest blog post.
James & Christel Neuendorf Serving the Lord in Puerto Rico
Click here for September’s Newsletter
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Click
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Acolyte and Reader Schedule for November
Acolytes:
Sun., Nov. 3

8:00 a.m.
Hayden Swartz

10:30 a.m.
Lexi Hutchinson

Readers:
8:00 a.m.
John Schlicker

10:30 a.m.
Gene Behmlander

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Nov. 10

8:00 a.m.
Caroline Douponce

10:30 a.m.
Hogan Bourdow

8:00 a.m.
Tom DePrekel

10:30 a.m.
Sam Britton

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Nov. 17
PS & K Sing 10:30

8:00 a.m.
Deanna Zeilinger

10:30 a.m.
Jake Appold

8:00 a.m.
Larry Bourassa

10:30 a.m.
Brian Appold

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Nov. 24

1-4 Cherub Sing 8:00

8:00 a.m.
Blake Lowe

10:30 a.m.
Emily EauClaire

8:00 a.m.
Herb Matthes

10:30 a.m.
John Rodgers

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wed., Nov. 27

6:30 p.m.
Rachel Mammel

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thurs., Nov. 28

9:00 a.m.
Alina Damic

Altar Guild, Elders, and Ushers in November
Altar Guild:
Dorothy Helmreich
Sally McMullen
Elders:
Howard Helmreich
Ken Van Cise
Vaughn Begick
Howard McMullen
Jeremy Warren

Ushers (8:00 a.m. and any evening services during the first half
of the month): Group #2
Randy Appold (239-2072)
Weston Appold
Greg Behmlander
Matt Appold
Daryl Appold
Rylan Appold

Ushers (10:30 a.m. and any evening
services during the last half of the
month.): Group #5
Bob Campbell (401-7766)
Terry Burkhard
Richard Doan
Wayne Stieve
Head Usher: Rollan Berger (684-5944)
Cell (450-6618)

November Greeters
Greeters:
Sun., Nov. 3

8:00 a.m.
Jack & Kathy Lustila
Anthony & Kathleen Colone

10:30 a.m.
Steve & Debra Neuman
Loraine Diment & Paul Begick

Dale & Lynn Jezowski
Arthur & Jamie Zeilinger

Ronald & Ardith Reuther
Bonnie List

Tom & Nancy Hoerauf
Lura Gehrman & Rita Tilley

Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick
Tiffany List & Rachel Abraham

Angela Buda
David & Stacey Hildebrant

Vaughn & Margie Begick
Janet Beckers & Paulette Beckers

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Nov. 10

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Nov. 17

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Nov. 24
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Rev. Dennis Matyas
Director of Family Life Ministries:
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Mr. Jack Lustila
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Newsletter articles for the November
newsletter are due on Wednesday,
November 13, 2019. You may submit
articles to the email address below or
drop them off in the office.
Website: www.stpaulbaycity.org
Email: office@stpaulbaycity.org
Fax: 989.684.0882
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Join the Journey
If you have not started fulfilling your pledges, now is the time! Please continue to encourage your fellow St.
Paul members to do the same. Automatic withdrawal is available through the website; contact the office for
assistance.

