
9/11 and the Transformation of Memory 

My legs were tired, my eyes heavy, and I shifted my weight from one leg to the 

next. Every four or five sways I’d fall completely to the side, hand grasping my 

mother’s, causing her to tilt slightly as she pulled me back upright. I was six years 

old, and out of patience. “Mom, can we go? Mom. Moooommmmmm.” Then 

the terse response, “Shush, I’m still talking. Quit pulling on me.” They weren’t 

even talking about anything interesting. They were saying things like “grassy 

knoll”, and “Jackie-O”, and “where were you when it happened?” and “I was 

in school, my teacher was crying”. Boooring. Who cares where you were, when 

it didn’t effect you at all? 

As an adult, I’ve been there. Restless child(ren) pulling on me and everything. 

Never in my wildest kid dreams did I imagine simple conversation to be 

enjoyable. Yet when I see friends, my desire no longer reaches out for a multi-

player battle on Mario Kart, but a comfortable chair and stories about our lives 

and families. Imagine my surprise when I realized mid-conversation that I was 

mimicking the conversation I was trying to pull my mother away from so many 

years ago—only this time it wasn’t about JFK’s assassination, but a sunny 

Tuesday morning in 2001. Everyone took turns explaining their day, solemnly 

waiting for their turn, heads shaking in disgust. Muted patriotism welling tears in 

the corners of eyes. It did not effect me directly in any way, yet I care a great 

deal about where I was when the World Trade Center went down. Why? 

Because the memory transforms the way I look at the world. 

Every generation has its tragic day in their formative years. In every case, global 

news is located within the individual’s experience with it, down to the minutest 

detail: “I was stuck at a train crossing at the corner of 1st and Main when they 

came on the radio. It was a freight train. There were 94 cars. Ironically, the song 

they interrupted was ‘Crash Into Me’ by Dave Matthews Band.” Why do we do 

this? Why insert ourselves into a tragedy with such detail and remembrance? 

I think it’s because a national tragedy shapes the way we look at the world, 

especially if the tragedy occurs during our formative years. Before Pearl Harbor, 

most Americans were content in their isolationism. But suddenly, the Day That 

Lives In Infamy meant our brothers and fathers had to suit up and march into 

the gaps of hell to save the world. Nothing was ever the same again. Once 

upon a time, presidential assassinations were the stories of uncivilized eras— 
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9/11 and the Transformation of Memory         ...Continued from page 1 

raging liberal actors shouting “Sic semper tyrannis” and swinging from balconies like the Phantom of the 

Opera. But then JFK rode through Dallas, and the following decade proved that society was anything but 

stable and civilized. Nothing was ever the same again. 

Eighteen years ago, I sat in A.P. English class, day-dreaming about the 

upcoming Homecoming dance and blissfully ignorant of Al-Qaeda. 

Then with a knock on the door, the classroom TV turned on, billowing 

black smoke before a live shot of The Second Plane, and nothing 

would ever be the same again. I went from cocky adolescent to 

insecure adult in about 45 minutes. 

Our memories have this amazing capability to transform and shape our lives. If you think about it, without our 

memories we cannot have transformed lives. Often subconsciously, you rely on your memory to keep you 

safe, to guide your direction, to advance your success. The results can be good or bad: when was the last 

time you were curious enough to slap your hand on a hot stovetop? Memory serves. Do you still need a GPS 

when you drive to work every morning? Memory serves. How should you present yourself, dress yourself, act 

around your boss, in order to go home and get that “Ahhhhh” feeling of a good day’s work? Memory serves. 

Our own details somehow contribute to the story as a whole, and remembering these stories reaffirms and 

explains our place in the world. 

The importance of memory for transforming and shaping lives is precisely why God continually and 

repeatedly reminds His people of what He has done, and exhorts them to remind each other. “This day shall 

be for you a memorial day.” “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt.” “Why do you seek the 

living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen … and they remembered his words.” The memories serve 

to confirm again and again the goodness of God and His continued provision for His people. Even if we 

ourselves were not there, the memories connect us to it—they put us there; they transform the way we look at 

the world. 

Take the Sacramental phrase at the end of the Words of Institution: “Do this in remembrance of me” does not 

make the body and blood of Christ into a mere memorial service, as if the people eating and drinking have 

no real connection to it. On the contrary, the remembrance of the Sacrament is a conscious consideration 

that this body, this blood, is for me. I am not just a bystander in this covenant of grace. I am not just a cog in 

the wheels of a Christian organization. I am a baptized, redeemed, called-by-name brother/sister of Jesus 

Christ, an heir according to the promise. 

I was 6 weeks old when I was baptized, so obviously I don’t remember it. But when I cross myself, I can feel 

the water and hear the words as if it’s the sharpest memory in my head. I tell the story of my own baptism in a 

way that transforms my life into the grander story of salvation. I’m standing there at the foot of the cross. I’m 

weeping with Mary in the garden. I’m shouting, “My Lord and my God!” with Thomas. I know I was not 

actually there. But Jesus found me, saved me, installed these memories in me; when I tell the stories of my life 

they are a part of me, and I of them. 

The rally cry of 9/11 was “Never Forget!” Amen to that. 

–Pastor 
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2019 LCMS National Youth Gathering—Minneapolis MN—July 11-15 

This past July, 10 students and 3 adults traveled to the Twin Cities to take part in the LCMS National Youth 

Gathering which is has been held every 3 years since 1986. While it is difficult to show in pictures all of the 

great speakers, break out sessions, concerts, Bible studies, on site service activities, and representatives 

from many Lutheran colleges & universities, seminaries, service ministries, mission opportunities, and things 

for just plain fun, we’d like to share a few photos of the places we went and the things we saw. Much of the 

benefit of the National Youth Gathering is not something you can take a picture of—the growth of a 

student who has to take responsibility for themselves and yet be part of a group that has to move through 

a crowd of 25,000 other teens, the inner life of a teenager encountering Biblical ideas and thoughts on how 

to live as a child of God, the process of taking ownership of one’s own faith life— these are the stories 

behind the group photos and smiling faces.  

We have 

taken 

airplanes, 

buses and 

even trains to 

the NYG 

before. For 

the first time in 

21 years, we 

were our own 

drivers!  

No visit to the Twin Cities is complete without a visit to the Mall of America! 

This free morning as well as our daily walk from our hotel to the stadium 

gave us a chance to take in the sights and flavors of our host city. 

A few interesting side trips on our way home included 

the Como Park Zoo in St. Paul, the Iron Mountain Mine in 

Vulcan, MI, and the Kitch-Iti-Kipi Spring near Manistique. 

Were able to take part in a special program where 

we were seated in a some of the best seats in the 

new US Bank Stadium—home of the MN Vikings. 
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2019 VBS Recap 

The St. Paul 2019 Vacation Bible School went very well this year! As you can see from the figures below, 

we served over 100 students (a high number for the last several decades!) half of which were not from St. 

Paul. About a third of the total reported no church home at all. 

Financially, we made good use of the Thrivent Action Grant program. Generous donations also allowed 

us to keep the impact on the Church Budget to a minimum and retain a surplus for the coming years. And 

this does not take into account all of the many donations of food, materials, and time! 

Thanks to all the families, students, volunteers, contributors, and leaders, as well as for all the prayers for 

the good work done this week sharing the love of Jesus with our community! 
 

Students: 

AM PM Total 

87 20 107 

47 7 54  St. Paul Members 

20 6 26  Members of other churches (5 attend St. Paul PS/DS – 5 Members of LCMS Cong.) 

26 7 33  (8 attend St. Paul PS/DS) 
 

Finances: 

 $2,624.48 Total Cost of Program ($24.53 per student) 

 $772.56 From Budget 

 $851.92 From Donations 

 $1,000.00 Thrivent Action Grants 
 

 $781.08 Cash Reserves 

Family Fun Day - Thank You! 

Our 1st St. Paul Family Fun Day was a great success! The JME Memorial Run/Walk kicked off the day with 

record participation. Over 160 racers joined the fun! Following the race, families enjoyed lawn games, 

concessions, face painting, a bounce house, and good old-fashioned fellowship. It was a beautiful day 

spent together. A special thank you to Liz Begick for donating event beverages, Kristine Drysdale for her 

amazing face painting 

talents, Ryan and Danielle 

Bach for providing the 

cotton candy machine, 

Heidi Appold for serving 

concessions, Susan Lewis 

and Lisa Schultz for popping 

popcorn, and Gary 

Behmlander for the delicious 

Italian Ice. Thanks to all who 

attended and volunteered. 

We could not have done this 

without you! See you next 

year! 

– With appreciation from the 

Garcia & Glasser families 

and the St. Paul Board of Ed 
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The LWML Friendship Circle 

group will meet for the first time 

since the summer break on 

Thursday, September 19, at 5 p.m. 

at the Amazing Grace Bookstore 

in Bay City. The staff is happy to 

host us, giving us an opportunity 

to peruse their selections of 

books, decorations, cards and 

more. The lunch committee, 

Loraine, Virginia, along with 

the help of Loretta Schlicker 

will supply supper at the 

bookstore. We will hold our 

regular business meeting, 

hear about the Bible and 

Bake Camp and enjoy each 

other's summer tales. 

Looking ahead to 

October, it’s time to save 

space on your calendar for 

the LWML FALL RALLY on 

Saturday morning, October 

12, 8:45 pm at Immanuel 

Lutheran Church in Bay City. 

A $5.00 donation is 

requested for breakfast, and 

an email to Linda Klimmek 

(lklimmek@yahoo,com) or a 

text or call to Dorothy 

Helmreich (989-213-1515) is 

very helpful for planning. 

Details are on the flyer 

(right). 

The Michigan District LWML 

Mission Grant focus for October is 

on Acts 2 Enterprise. Read on! 

#5 – Impacting Lives in 

Michigan’s Urban Communities       

Acts 2 Enterprise - $25,000 

What is special for Lutherans in 

October? The celebration of the 

Reformation, of course! This 

revitalized the faith of Christians 

the world over. Similar to that is 

the revitalization of communities 

in Michigan like Detroit, Flint, 

Pontiac and Benton Harbor – 

which Acts 2 Enterprise works to 

connect community members to 

urban churches and provide 

hope in their daily lives as well as 

strengthening or building faith in 

our Lord. For information on all 

grants, go to lwmlmichigan.org/. 

Under Missions, select Grants. 

On October 31, 1517, Martin 

Luther nailed 95 theses on the 

door of a church to open 

conversation on issues in the 

Church, of which one was the 

practice of indulgences to raise 

funds for the church in stark 

contrast to the doctrine of God’s 

gift of grace. After much turmoil 

and even war, Emperor Charles V 

recognized Lutheranism at the 

Diet of Augsburg in 1555. 

This occurred around the same 

time as use of the printing press 

was becoming prevalent, 

allowing people to read 

information and communicate it 

more accurately. In 1518, 150 

books were printed in Germany; 

six years later, 1,000! This opened 

up the world of theology to 

common people, even women – 

who could read information, 

though were still restricted 

from meetings and debate. 

What an amazing rebirth of 

community and faith! 

For this month, in the 

Michigan District LWML we 

recognize a grant which 

strives to revitalize Michigan – 

originally Detroit, and 

expanding to Pontiac, Flint, 

and Benton Harbor. Several 

hundred children attend the 

summer sports camp / VBS 

that has been offered for 

several years, and members 

work on Neighborhood 

Beautification programs and 

Employability Readiness. The 

Neighborhood Beautification 

works to combat part of the 

70,000 vacant buildings, 

31,000 empty houses, and 

90,000 empty lots in Detroit. These 

also have the highest 

unemployment rates. Please pray 

for these powerful ministries when 

providing mites this month! 

Prayer: Dear Lord, so many 

communities have challenges. 

Help us remember that these 

challenges are opportunities to 

work in the mission field. Bless our 

efforts to support these 

opportunities. In Jesus name, 

Amen. 

LWML - Friendship Circle 
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Missionaries & Foreign Workers 

Thank you to the members of St. Paul Lutheran Church & 

School! Your partnership and commitment to support the 

Lord’s work here in Indonesia is a blessing from the Lord. Thank 

you for being partners with us as we proclaim the Gospel in 

Indonesia. Our work with the Indonesian Christian Lutheran 

Church (GKLI) is bearing fruit! On Pentecost this year 19 new 

Christians were baptized in central Sumatera. Just a few days 

ago the GKLI welcomed 10 new congregations into their 

church body. Your partnership helps us to mentor new pastors, 

provide continuing education opportunities, and produce vital 

resources in Bahasa Indonesia. Thank you!  

 

To subscribe to the Woods’ newsletters:  

www.theseaside.asia/newsletters  

 

 

 

 

 

To subscribe to the 

Neuendorfs’ newsletters:  

https://missioncentral.us/

neuendorf/  

 

Matthew, Kali,  

Laurel, Eleanor, and Caroline Wood 

Serving the Lord in Indonesia 

Rev. James and Deaconess Christel Neuendorf 

Serving the Lord in Puerto Rico 

Ladies Aid 

The September Ladies Aid Meeting was held at Tiny's Apple Orchard. We 

spent a beautiful early fall night enjoying ice cream, apple cider donuts, 

and a meeting around a bonfire.  

President Darlene Zeilinger welcomed all visitors and guests. Barb Appold 

led a devotion on the topic of Salvation! We had a short business meeting 

and then enjoyed each other’s company. Next meeting is October 7th, 

during which Morgan Auernhammer will share her Habitat for Humanity 

experience in Africa. 

https://www.theseaside.asia/newsletters
https://missioncentral.us/neuendorf/
https://missioncentral.us/neuendorf/
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After So Many Years Not Much Has Changed 

It is dismaying that after years 

of sacrificing so much throughout 

Iraq and Syria not that much in 

terms of news has truly seemed to 

change. War and strife continue, 

kidnappings, bombing, senseless 

death do also. Displaced people 

want to return to their 

neighborhoods, homes, and 

businesses but are not at all 

secure in doing so. News of these 

troubles comes from Open Doors 

USA in their Prayer Force 

newsletter for September 2019 

and it isn’t very encouraging. 

In Syria a lady named Randa 

lost her husband, a son and her 

home during the war. She’s 

wanting to return to her home 

village after being displaced 

twice but hasn’t been able to. 

Sadly, she’s not alone as refugees 

are still wondering and 

wandering. Continue to pray for 

those who want to return ‘home.’ 

Another report tells that those 

kidnapped during the war by 

rebels and ISIS are still missing. 

There are two bishops 

from Aleppo who 

were abducted in 

April of 2013 and are 

still missing. I am 

awaiting news 

regarding one of the 

Bishops from Aleppo 

whom I wrote about 3 

years ago, Antonio 

Audo. After this long 

period, it’s difficult to 

know if they are still 

alive or where they 

might be. Yet, their 

churches in Aleppo 

ask for prayers that 

they will return. Anything’s 

possible in Christ and we wait in 

hope. 

ISIS “sleeper cells” are known 

to exist in Mosul, Iraq. This makes 

Christians hesitant about returning 

home. Please pray that peace will 

prevail and that our mighty God 

will touch the hearts of those 

opposed to Christianity in Iraq. 

Pray also for those returning to 

the Ninevah Plain who are 

struggling to resettle in safety. 

Finding work, restoring homes and 

businesses has been extremely 

difficult. Pray for these anxious 

people also. 

When this Mideastern conflict 

began I felt that it was going to 

become a generational war. 

Sadly, it seems that it just might 

happen. Remember, “If you are 

not in the house of Islam, you are 

in the house of war. If you are in 

the house of war, we must destroy 

you.” (From the Koran or Hadith.) 

Remember also, “…for He who is 

in you is greater than he who is in 

the world.” 1 John 4:4. (Liberties 

were taken in using the upper-

case H in He. That is how I learned 

it as a child.) 

May we be found worthy of 

the name we bear in Christ. 

Addendum 

Several years ago, I devoted 

an article to the work and 

struggles of Bishop Antoine Audo. 

I was wondering how he is doing, 

if he’s still serving and even, still 

alive. Mindy Belz of World 

Magazine sent me this reply on 

Tuesday, September 10. Please 

join me in thanksgiving that the 

Bishop is still serving his Lord and 

his people. 

Mindy Belz 

mbelz@worldmag.com 

“…Bishop Antoine Audo is 

alive. He divides his time between 

Aleppo, Rome and elsewhere 

raising awareness and support for 

the churches. But very much 

engaged with tending his church 

and an ongoing food distribution 

program in Aleppo. 

I do know one of the 

two church leaders 

kidnapped in 2013, 

Syriac Orthodox Bishop 

Youhana Ibrahim. 

Rumors persist the two 

may remain alive, but 

also that seems unlikely 

(though their bodies 

have not been 

discovered or 

returned). I do not 

have recent 

information on their 

cases. 

Hope that's helpful. 

Mindy” 
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SUPPORT  
ST. PAUL 

PTO! 
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Acolyte and Reader Schedule for October 

October Greeters 

Altar Guild, Elders, and Ushers in October 

Acolytes:       Readers:  

Sun., Oct. 6 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

  Sawyer Bebow  Lexi Hutchinson  Jack Lustila  Terry Burkhard 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sun., Oct. 13 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Alina Damic  Riley Jimenez  Scott Engelhardt Jeremy Warren 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sun., Oct. 20 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Natalie List  Nathan Coyer  Ken Van Cise  David Schultz 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sun., Oct. 27 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Lillian Garcia  Landon LaForest  Ben Helmreich  Howard McMullen 

Ushers (10:30 a.m.):  

Group #4 

Bob Eastman (686-7365) 

Cindy Eastman 

Tim Begick 

 

Head Usher: Rollan Berger (684-5944)  

Cell (450-6618) 

Ushers (8:00 a.m.):  

Group #1 

Cary Behmlander (631-0914) 

Dale Jezowski 

Mike Mossner 

Adam Jezowski 

Rollan Berger 

Altar Guild: 

Jean Begick 

Virginia Hutter 

 

Elders: 

Mike Appold 

Don Krueger 

Roger Hendrick 

Rich Doan 

Greeters: 8:00 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 

Sun., Oct. 6 Jack & Kathy Lustila   Steve & Debra Neuman 

  Anthony & Kathleen Colone  Loraine Diment & Paul Begick 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Oct. 13 Dale & Lynn Jezowski   Ronald & Ardith Reuther 

  Arthur & Jamie Zeilinger   Bill & Bonnie List 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Oct. 20 Tom & Nancy Hoerauf   Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick 

  Lura Gehrman & Rita Tilley  Tiffany List & Rachel Abraham  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Oct. 27 Angela Buda    Vaughn & Margie Begick    

  David & Stacey Hildebrant  Janet Beckers & Paulette Beckers 

St. Paul Lutheran 

Church Newsletter 

September 18, 2019 

Volume 24—Issue 8 
 

6100 Westside Saginaw Road 

Bay City, MI 48706 

Church Phone: 989.686.7140 

School Phone: 989.684.4450 

Pastor:  

Rev. Dennis Matyas 

Director of Family Life Ministries: 

Mr. David Schultz 

School Principal:  

Mr. Jack Lustila 

Secretary:  

Mrs. Ruth Schian 

Newsletter articles for the October 

newsletter are due on Wednesday, 

October 9, 2019. You may submit 

articles to the email address below or 

drop them off in the office.  

 Website: www.stpaulbaycity.org 

 Email: office@stpaulbaycity.org 

 Fax: 989.684.0882 
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