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2019 LCMS Convention
Every three years, The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod has a convention. This is
the official voting body of delegates, made up of around 1500 people from all
over the country, who make administrative decisions on behalf of the entire
church. I was elected by our circuit to be their representative, which I was
happy to do. Part of this responsibility includes “reporting” to the circuit.
Honestly, this is the part that perplexes me, since a) no one cares who was
elected to the Board of Regents for Concordia Irvine or who the Vice President
for the Great Plains Region is and b) if you do (weirdo), you can just go online
and see for yourself. Nevertheless, let this newsletter serve as a brief report of the
convention’s highlights, including the encouragement I came away with that
the LCMS is strong and united in faith and public confession.
This congregation did nominate David Maier for president, but Matthew
Harrison (the incumbent) won reelection by a small margin. We pray he
continues to be faithful to his task and that the Lord would bless his experience
and ours. All of the other offices, committees, and boards were duly filled on the
convention floor. There were relatively few resolutions that showed any manner
of internal conflict, and most resolutions basically “cleaned up” the Synod’s bylaws and constitution to be in conformity with itself. Zzzzzzzz.
Now the encouragement: the LCMS continues on because we are united, by
the grace of God, in spirit and confession. What unites us is far greater than any
contrived means by which we can divide ourselves, and that unity must be at
the forefront of our reporting. It is that unity—the unity we have within Scripture
and the Confessions, given by the grace of Jesus Christ—that must be the
public message. Yes, convention is the place for policy and administration, but
the public witness outside of the convention hall is what the world needs to see
about us. That answers all our hand-wringing over numbers and budgets. That
answers the aching perennial question, "Why and how are we still here?" It also
tells the rest of the world that we are still about the business we were about 180
years ago.
By official resolution, we rejected racism in all forms. We reaffirmed the sanctity
of marriage and family. We reaffirmed the natural, God-made binary of human
sexuality, including proper sexual behavior. We encouraged care for the
immigrants among us while recognizing the authority of the secular
government. We confessed a six-day creation. We extended our fellowship with
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three other churches (from Denmark, Portugal, and South Africa). We celebrated mission work and enabled
more of it. Many of these "no brainer" resolutions were taken by voice, which meant they were unanimous.
Unanimous. What other American church is unanimous on these issues? God bless the LCMS. Go to
www.lcms.org for more convention reports. I’m going on vacation.
–Pastor

‘Notes’ from Mr. Schimm, the Director of Church Music
Have you ever heard a person say things like: “I just can’t tell you how I felt”
or “Words alone can’t express how moved I was when…” or “I have no words
to tell you how much that meant to me!”
An instrumentalist, who also taught poetry to his students in school, once
wrote: “For all that language can accomplish, it is still a net filled with holes,
and there are vast currents of existence that it will never catch. To have the
experience of being moved beyond language is essential to claiming our full
humanity. The vibration of the soul and the resonance of the spirit most
regularly become audible through the sounds of music offered to the glory of God.”
Obviously, I love to make music for the same reasons mentioned above, be it on the organ, piano, guitar,
wind instruments, etc., and also, of course, by singing! In the same way, our Bell Choir people have enjoyed
offering their gifts of music in our worship services. In addition to the hymns sung by the congregation, the
Church (vocal) Choir has that opportunity to “combine” words that teach and make confession of our
Christian faith “with” their musical offerings.
If God has blessed you with the “gift of music” and the willingness to use that gift in our worship services at
St. Paul, I hope and pray that you will come join us! Start-up times:
Bell Choir: Tuesday, September 10 at 6:00 p.m.
Church Choir: Tuesday, September 10 at 7:00 p.m.

Family Fun Day: 8th Annual JME Memorial Run/Walk & Picnic
St. Paul Family Fun Day on September 14, 2019
9:00 a.m. – JME Memorial Run / Walk
11 a.m.-2 p.m. – Food, Fellowship, & Fun
All are welcome! Come for the race and stay for
even more family-friendly fun! Hot dogs, chips,
popcorn, pop, bounce house, lawn games, and
more. Help us give St. Paul’s new 1st & 2nd Grade
teacher, Andrea Dent, and her family a warm Wildcat
welcome.
– St. Paul Board of Education
Our Annual JME
Memorial Run/Walk
will be held Saturday,
September 14, 2019.
Students, ages 10
and under, can
participate in the

¼ mile run at 9:00 and will receive a medal for
participation. The 1 mile and 2 mile run/walk will
begin at 9:15. All races will begin on Ziegler Rd
(just next to the Church). Registration forms are on
page 7 or register online: stpaulbaycity.org/newsevents-registration Registration deadline is
September 6th to guarantee a race t-shirt. T-shirts
are also available for purchase for $10.00 even if
you are not running or walking. Please fill out a
form to purchase a shirt. We would love to have
you attend for a great morning of fellowship. We
hope to see you on Sept. 14th!
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Ladies Aid
Welcome back
ladies! Hope everyone
had a great summer.
Our September
meeting will be
September 9th at
Tiny’s Apple Orchard.
Please watch the bulletin for time and
details! All ladies are welcome!

Art Friends Begins
Naomi Schimm is seeking volunteers for
the school arts enrichment program,
Lutheran Art Friends. Volunteers can be
active in many ways, such as sharing an
artwork with a group of students or being an
art aide (the extra hand to help, in or outside
of classes). No artistic ability is required; just a
love of helping students succeed and grow
in the fine arts. Please text or leave a
message for
Naomi at (989)
493-5835 or at
the school
office. She’ll
contact you
with further information. Monetary donations (school office) are also very
welcome for art prints, materials for the students, art display materials, etc.
Thanks!

Scrapbooking Day
Ministry Center Fundraiser
Calling all scrapbookers, card makers and other crafters!
October 19, 2019
8:30 -5:00
Join us for a day of scrapbooking, making cards or other paper crafts. If you
have another craft you want to spend the day doing come join us. Stamps, cutting
dies, a sizzix , and a cricut will be available for use.
Not sure about card making? We will be happy to show you how fun it will be.
Tables are $10 each. We will provide a continental breakfast, lunch, snacks, treats
and beverages for a free-will donation.
Proceeds to the Ministry Center Fund
To register, contact Jamie Zeilinger at jlouzeilinger@hotmail.com or 989-992-4602.

St. Paul Lutheran Church & School Newsletter

Page 4

Hot Lunch Program
As the 1st day of school is just
around the corner I wanted to
take the opportunity to share with
you a few ways you can partner
with the St. Paul Hot lunch
program.
Adopt our Salad Bar
This is a program that we did
last year and the congregation
had us fully “funded” within a
very short time!! (Praise God!)
With this program you donate $50
and that will cover the salad bar
expenses for a week. If you are a
shopper and would rather
purchase the items – I would give
you an idea on what we use and
you would be very welcome to
shop for us.
Adopt a Lunch
For $100 you could Adopt a
Lunch for the day. No, you would
not have to buy food or even
come and make it but we would
invite you to come and have
lunch with us if you would like.
You would not have to but you
certainly would be welcome!

Adopt a Student
For any donation – you could
specify that it would go to some
of our students who are unable to
afford the hot lunch price.
Over Abundance of produce?
If you find that you have been
abundantly blessed with produce
you will not use – contact the
school and see if we may able to
help you out!!
General Donations
A donation of any amount
would be a blessing to the St Paul
Hot lunch program!! If you would
rather donate a gift card we
could use cards from Walmart or
Meijer. We have also had people
who have run across some good
meat sales and have called to
see if that would be help to us.
Most often the answer is..YES!! If
you have any other ideas or
thoughts – just let me know!!
I am very thankful for the past
support you have offered to the
St Paul Hot Lunch program!! I am
thankful that God has provided

through you to be able to
continue running this program
without government assistance.
God be praised!
Please contact the school if
you are interested in helping or
you can always put a donation in
the offering plate if it is marked
hot lunch. You are also very
welcome to contact me with
questions or comments or ideas.
May God continue to lead
and bless you in His amazing
love!! - Heidi Schultz 989-450-0975

Candidates Sought for Admissions Coordinator
LEAP, an alliance of Lutheran ministries fostering collaboration in the Great Lakes Bay Region, including in
St. Paul, is seeking qualified candidates to fill the part-time position of Admissions Coordinator.
The Admissions Coordinator for LEAP will implement a centralized recruitment process for those students/
families about whom he/she has been provided information by participating schools. The Admissions
Coordinator will collaborate with individual school principals in the Great Lakes Bay Region to assure that
specific school needs regarding recruitment follow-up are being addressed.
The ideal candidate will possess the following:
 Strong computer skills both in the areas for database management and file organization
 Excellent writer
 Strong interpersonal communication skills
 Detail oriented
 College degree or appropriate experience
 Strong connection to Lutheran schools
 This is a "work-from-home-position."
Submit questions and resumes to leapglbr@gmail.com
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Welcome New Members!

I'm Nick Marter, former member of Faith Lutheran church.
Born and raised in Bay City, I am an alumnus of Valley
Lutheran and live in Kawkawlin. I enjoy going up north and
being an uncle.
Nick Marter

Dave, Andrea, David, & Adelynn Dent
Andrea and Dave Dent, along with their children David (7) and Adelynn (5) are transferring to St. Paul from
Trinity in Jackson, MI. Andrea accepted the call as the new first and second grade teacher at St. Paul, and
Dave will be working at Fullerton Tool in Saginaw. The entire family is excited to become part of the family
at St. Paul. Addie is a Disney Princess expert and about as creative as they come. David enjoys spending
his time playing sports or building with Legos. In their spare time, the family enjoys trips to Frankenmuth,
exploring their new city, and loving on their two rescue pups Roxy Ann (8) and Olaf Reginald (1.5). They are
also passionate about Detroit sports and big UofM fans!
Contact information for new members received since the latest directory was published is provided in the blue photo album at the
bottom of the display case, where new member pictures are displayed, in the church entry. Pictures removed to make room for new
ones are stored in the photo album until those recently received members are pictured in a new directory.
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In India “Murder by Prayers”
Taken from the May website
publication from VOM.

“The three Christians stood in
disbelief as police clapped them
in handcuffs. They were going to
jail, simply for praying for a sick
woman.
Surjan, Kolah and Krishna were
typical members in a village
church in eastern India. They
hadn’t been openly sharing the
gospel in the streets, which would
certainly draw persecution. They
had simply prayed for the wife of
a friend who was ill. But instead of
getting better, the woman died,
and the villagers blamed the
three Christians who had prayed
for her. Suddenly the three men
were in handcuffs and had no
idea when they would see their
families again.
Kolah mostly worried about 27year-old Krishna. The young man
had only been a Christian for a
month. What would time in prison
do to his young faith?
In prison, guards called the
three men the “Halleluiah
people” — followers of a strange
religion. Surjan, Kolah and Krishna
met every morning for prayer and
to encourage each other. As the
months passed, they shared the
gospel with fellow prisoners; 13
came to know the Lord.
A VOM-sponsored lawyer was
able to get the three Christians
released on bail after 11 months
in prison, but they still face a trial.
They may yet face life in prison for
the crime of “murder” by prayer.

And as for Krishna? Jail couldn’t
kill the growing love he has for
Jesus. He continues to worship
with his church and yes, even
pray.
Persecution is on the rise in
India’s Hindu heartland as a
growing number of Hindus come
to faith in Christ. Focused and
increasingly violent opposition
from Hindu extremists, who now
hold power at the highest levels
of India’s government, has made
large regions of India dangerous
for Christians.
It is a dark and difficult time for
many of our Indian brothers and
sisters in Christ, but they are
standing strong amid the
increasing tensions and attacks.
Despite beatings, arrests and
even assassinations of pastors and
other church leaders, they
continue to witness faithfully for
Christ.
We can stand with these bold
believers. Our prayers encourage
them as they pay any price to
advance God’s kingdom.”

~~Contributor’s comments~~
I decided to use the preceding
article in its entirety because my
father served during WWII in India,
China, Burma and Pakistan. I
heard many stories about his
experiences there when I was a
child and was often told to “eat
your food, there are starving
children in India.” Today this
starvation includes being very
hungry for Jesus Christ and His Life
-giving food of the Good News of
Salvation.
Pray that the Indian Christian
church will stand strong for Christ
and encourage one another in
their difficult walk of faith in
Him. Pray for their protection and
for a good, fair outcome in the
trial of these faithful men. Pray
that we may be found worthy of
being called by Christ’s name
also!
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Acolyte and Reader Schedule for September
Acolytes:
Sun., Sept. 1

Readers:
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Lillian
Garcia
Nathan
Coyer
John
Schlicker
Gene Behmlander
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sun., Sept. 8

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Sawyer
Bebow
Jake
Appold
Larry
Bourassa
Sam Britton
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sun., Sept. 15

8:00 a.m.
Hayden Swartz

10:30 a.m.
Rachel Mammel

8:00 a.m.
Tom DePrekel

10:30 a.m.
Brian Appold

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Sept. 22

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Caroline
Douponce
Emily
EauClaire
Herb
Matthes
John Rodgers
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sun., Sept. 29

8:00 a.m.
Deanna Zeilinger

10:30 a.m.
Lexi Hutchinson

8:00 a.m.
Paul Begick

10:30 a.m.
Roy Schmidt

Altar Guild, Elders, and Ushers in September
Altar Guild:
Jean Appold
Margie Begick
Elders:
Howard Helmreich
Ken Van Cise
Vaughn Begick
Howard McMullen
Jeremy Warren

Ushers (8:00 a.m.):
Group #3

Ushers (10:30 a.m.):
Group #6

Herb Matthes (684-3109)
Bob Schlicker
Jason Schlicker
Art Zeilinger
Peter Auernhammer

Brian Appold (293-0195)
Andy Weiss
Scott Weiss
Jeffrey Olson
Head Usher: Rollan Berger (684-5944)
Cell (450-6618)

September Greeters
Greeters:
Sun., Sept. 1

8:00 a.m.
Jack & Kathy Lustila
Anthony & Kathleen Colone

10:30 a.m.
Steve & Debra Neuman
Loraine Diment & Paul Begick

Dale & Lynn Jezowski
Arthur & Jamie Zeilinger

Ronald & Ardith Reuther
Bill & Bonnie List

Tom & Nancy Hoerauf
Lura Gehrman & Rita Tilley

Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick

Angela Buda
David & Stacey Hildebrant

Vaughn & Margie Begick
Janet Beckers & Paulette Beckers

Anthony & Kathleen Colone
Wayne & Darlene Zeilinger

Floyd & Julia Appold
Marian & Terry Kernstock

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Sept. 8

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Sept. 15

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Sept. 22

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Sept. 29
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Newsletter articles for the September
newsletter are due on Wednesday,
September 11, 2019. You may submit
articles to the email address below or
drop them off in the office.
Website: www.stpaulbaycity.org
Email: office@stpaulbaycity.org
Fax: 989.684.0882
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