
“On this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell will not prevail over it.” 

News reached me last week of the closing of a 

church. This church was a small congregation in a 

small city that held their fellowship with the 

Presbyterian Church (USA). The news reached me 

because I was acquainted with it (in an oblique 

manner), and a few of its members. It had been 

declining for years, and finally its meager elderly 

membership could no longer afford the stately old 

stone building or a full-time pastor. 

Far be it from me to throw every Presbyterian 

under the bus. Some that I have met are really fine 

people with good hearts. But as an organization, 

the PC(USA) has historically been focused on issues 

of social justice over and against the Gospel, and 

it shows. They began ordaining women in 1965, 

ordaining homosexuals in 2011, performing same-

sex marriages in 2014, and beginning in 2004 they have made several 

resolutions in their general assemblies that denounce Israel’s right to 

sovereignty, even making divestment resolutions against them akin to those that 

ended apartheid in the early 1990’s (drawing wide accusations of anti-

Semitism). In 1997 they adopted an agreement of full communion with the 

ELCA, RCA, and UCC—each of which hold wildly competing theological 

teachings regarding the Word and Sacraments. As a result of these milquetoast 

confessions and obsessions with the world, membership in the PC(USA) is 

plummeting faster than a boat without a hull. They themselves report that there 

are almost twice as many “inactive” members on their rolls as active ones, and 

over a hundred PC(USA) congregations close their doors forever each year. 

As for this particular congregation, while the members I knew were kind and 

generous neighbors, their timidity over the Word of God produced an 

organization that offered absolutely nothing to a fallen world besides shallow 

handwringing and lukewarm feelings. I once sat in unsurprised boredom 

through a thirty minute eulogy read by the pastor that did not once mention 

the name of Jesus. Meanwhile, the crowd stared dumbly at a corpse in his open 

casket, unwilling or unable to admit that they needed the comfort of Jesus 

Christ. The word “resurrection” would have been completely foreign to them. 

What bothered me about the news was not the church’s closure, but the 

manner in which I heard about it—via Facebook post. The poster lamented the 
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Built on the Rock              ...Continued from page 1 

St. Paul is serving Bay City’s Food of Faith meal on 

Thursday, June 20. Please contact Bonnie List (989-

686-6848) or Janet Beckers (989-686-3095) if you are 

able to donate desserts or if you are interested in 

helping with preparing or serving the meal. 

SAVED   
 by Jesus, 

 

SENT   
   to serve. 

closing of churches and encouraged people to attend a house of worship, because “Well, you can pray 

anywhere, that is true. But God asks us to come together for worship. He wants us to partake in fellowship and 

song. It’s important.” 

Ironically, churches close precisely because of this understanding of church: “Fellowship and song.” Really? 

That’s all church is for? Not the reception of God’s Word? Not the pronouncement of forgiveness? Not the 

body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins? Not the washing of sinners in the waters of holy baptism? 

Not the regular, undiluted comfort of the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come? Not … 

Jesus Christ crucified and risen? Maybe they just forgot that part. 

When I heard of this church’s closing, and reflected on the prediction that the PC(USA) as an institution will 

cease to exist within my lifetime, I was neither surprised nor concerned. This church had long since ceased its 

preaching of the Gospel in favor of patting itself on the back with coffee and doughnuts. In fact, we regularly 

pray in public worship that the Lord defend the universal church from false and dangerous doctrines, and 

that he strengthen her with faithful preachers and rightly-administered sacraments. So when I hear of the 

closure of a congregation that did not preach the Gospel, did not administer the Sacraments, and did not 

forgive (or even acknowledge) sins, there can be only one conclusion: 

God has answered our prayers. Good riddance to the shameful waste of carved stone. A copse of trees 

would do better to glorify God in that space than the sidelong ramblings of a heterodox church. 

Still, I do not celebrate entirely. The conclusion cannot be pessimistic or triumphant, but pastoral. The tumor 

can be removed, but chemotherapy still needs to be given. The fact remains that when such a church closes 

there are de facto wanderers, hurt by a loss they didn’t know they needed. At such a time these wanderers 

need to be reached out to in love by 

those who understand what church is 

for. They need good food, not good 

feelings. They need real Sacraments, 

not fake sympathy. They need the 

Word of God, not the world’s gods. 

They need Jesus, who has promised to 

be in worship—where the Word is 

preached in purity and the Sacraments 

rightly administered. You know where 

to find these truths. Will you go find and 

bring those that need them? 

–Pastor 

Food of Faith 

 

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 
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Join the Journey: My Story 

I am what you call a transplant 

to St. Paul. I’ve been a member 

now for about 10 years. I moved 

from Pinconning and left the 

Lutheran church there to move to 

Bay City. I visited several area 

Lutheran churches before 

choosing the one I wanted to be 

a member of. In the end I chose 

St. Paul, and it was the best 

decision I could have made. You 

made me feel so welcomed and 

feel so at home. I love everyone 

in this church. You are such down 

to earth, good, sincere, 

hardworking people and are so 

dedicated to St. Paul. 

There was only one negative 

that I saw immediately, and that 

was all the crossing we had to do 

by foot here on Westside Saginaw 

Rd. I noticed on our Sunday 

envelopes there was a space for 

giving that said Ministry Center, 

and so I questioned it and was 

told that a center was hopefully 

in the near future. I thought, 

“Amen!” and I started giving 

toward it, but nothing ever 

happened or was addressed so I 

quit giving. I thought, 

“Why give to a dead 

horse?” 

Well, this past year the 

hopes of a new center 

actually and finally came 

alive and I’m back on 

board and would love to 

encourage everyone to 

share in the building of 

the Ministry Center. 

I can’t help but think of 

how our ancestors sacrificed and 

struggled to give us the church 

and school we have today. It was 

not easy for them either, but their 

faith and trust pushed them 

forward. What we have has 

served our needs for many years, 

but as you can plainly see each 

Sunday, we are growing, the 

needs have changed, and are 

even greater now. So now I 

believe it is our turn to sacrifice 

and struggle for our increasing 

needs today and especially for 

those coming after us. It’s our turn 

to leave a faith legacy. 

Every week after the offering 

we sing from Psalm 116, “What 

shall I render to the Lord for all His 

benefits to me? I will offer the 

sacrifice of thanksgiving and will 

call on the name of the Lord.” We 

sing it, we say it, and now to the 

best of our ability, we need to 

give the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

by sharing what we can, with joy, 

toward the new Ministry Center. 

God blesses every effort and He 

will bless us and the Center. To 

Him be the glory. 

 - Rita Tilley 

Check out another “Join the 

Journey” story on page 4. 

be in by June 1st. To make your reservations please 

call Dorothy Martin at 989-894-4108 or Melissa 

Appold at 989-225-6902. All are welcome.   

The trustees asked if they could remove stoves 

from the basement because they are not up to 

code. We agreed they should be removed.  

We spent the evening learning about essential 

oils and some natural remedies to help our ailments.  

We made a natural cleaner with the essential oil 

Thieves.   

This was the last meeting before summer break.  

See you in September! Watch the bulletin for 

details.  

Ladies Aid News 

At our May meeting, President Darlene Zeilinger 

welcomed all members and guests. Dorothy Martin 

opened with a devotion about prayer.  

We still have room on the bus trip to Traverse City 

on Saturday, June 8. We are going to make stops at 

the Iris Farm, Traverse City for lunch and shopping on 

your own, and the GT Butterfly 

and Bug Zoo. Bus leaves at 7 a.m. 

from the St. Paul Church parking 

lot and will return around 7:30 

p.m. Cost is $60 per person and 

will include bus fare, tip, and 

admission fees. Money needs to 
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 I was baptized here at St. Paul 

in 1931. I started school here in 

the first grade in 1937 in a cement

-block school. In January of 1941, 

a fire extensively damaged the 

interior of the school. It was 

decided to replace it with a new 

school on the same site. During 

construction of the new school, 

we had school in our picnic hall in 

the picnic park. Boy, was it cold in 

that hall in the winter! We had our 

coats on during class time. 

In January of 1942, the new 

school was dedicated. It was a 

big cost to the congregation, but 

with prayer and loyal members 

we were able to pay for it in time. 

In 1958, we had another building 

project of adding 2 more 

classrooms, a library, and a new 

boiler and boiler room. Again with 

God’s help, we paid for that. 

The second addition to this 

school in 1967 consisted of a 

gymnasium, toilets, showers, 

storage facilities, a classroom, 

and additional kitchen space. 

Some people thought we would 

never be able to cover the cost. 

But again with the help of God 

we managed that debt also. 

Now we have another project: 

“The Ministry Center.” We always 

in the past with the help of the 

Lord have been able to meet our 

dues in time. I don’t see why we 

can’t do it this time also. We have 

to pray and ask God to give us 

willing hearts to support this 

project. We might have to give 

something up so that we can 

financially help with this project. 

God gave something up (His Son) 

for our salvation. 

At one of our church services, 

Andy Wiess gave a report about 

the financial part of the Ministry 

Center. We said that he and 

Janelle pledged a giving for a 

certain amount of time. He also 

said if it takes longer than that 

time to pay for the project, they 

would continue with their giving. 

Viola and I aim to do the same. 

So brothers and sisters in Christ, 

let’s get behind this program and 

make it happen. May God bless 

this project. May God bless St. 

Paul. 

- Gene & Viola Behmlander 

Join the Journey: My Story 

Let’s hear more stories! 
Submit your story to Pastor or the 

office any time. They will be 

edited for content and posted in 

a following newsletter.  

"Be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!" Psalm 27:14 

This Mighty God, with power over land, sea, and sky, guards and strengthens His 

children. Our trust is in Him! Respond to God's power and love as you learn to 

draw and paint sea and sky. We will learn foundational art techniques and 

complete a guided acrylic painting on canvas! Bring along your Bible a 

notebook, and a friend! 4th Thursdays meets next on 5/23 from 6:30-8:30 in the 

school gym. Call or text Katie with any questions: 989-225-3532  

4th Thursdays Visual Faith: Eternal Father, Strong to Save 

Join your Wildcat family in the gym after 

late service on June 2nd for a First Sunday 

Potluck honoring Mrs. Doan. Please bring a 

dish to pass. We will provide a cake and 

"Card Shower" basket to gather notes or gifts 

to thank Mrs. Doan for her faithful service.  

- St. Paul Board of Ed  

Farewell Potluck for Mrs. Doan 

Join us Sunday, June 9th for cake between services 

and after late service to celebrate the 8th Grade 

Graduation of Chessa Bourdow, Maggie Behmlander, 

and Max Behmlander. We will also have baskets for a 

"Card Shower" honoring Ruth Schian's 10th anniversary 

and Rachel Abraham's 15th anniversary of LCMS service. 

- St. Paul Board of Ed  

8th Gr. Graduation & Staff Anniversaries  
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Welcome to St. Paul! 

We are Jim and Lisa Goss. We have been happily married for 34 

years and have two children, April and Jim Jr. and their spouses 

Anthony and Chelsie. They have blessed us with 3 grandchildren, 

Lilly, Ashton and Lucas. Jim is a beer delivery driver. Lisa works as a 

Field Representative for Right to Life of Michigan. In our spare time 

we love to travel, camp, and spend as much time as we can with 

our children and grandchildren. We both are very excited to 

become part of the St. Paul’s family. 

 

 

Travis and Caitlyn Jaskiewicz were both born and raised in Bay 

City, MI. Travis recently transferred back to St. Paul from Zion 

Lutheran in 2017 and Caitlyn joined St. Paul in 2019. They were 

married at St. Paul on September 14, 2018. Caitlyn works at 

Colston Financial Group as an office manager and Travis is a lab 

technician at CPI Fluid Engineering. In their spare time they enjoy 

spending time with family and friends outdoors!  

 

 

We are Kevin and Dorothy Kaufmann. We have been 

married for nearly 29 years. Our two adult sons, Kyle and 

Jacob, both attended Bethlehem Lutheran and VLHS. 

Jacob (pictured with us) works at Metro Fab. Kyle is an O.T. 

and works at Covenant and Rivers Bend. Our free time is 

spent with our family and friends.  

 

 

 

Hello! My name is Ashley White. I am excited to be a 

member of St. Paul Lutheran church. I am originally from 

Brooklyn, MI and moved up to Saginaw to attend Delta 

College. I am a Registered Dental assistant and am 

currently in the Dental Hygiene program at Delta College. 

In my free time I enjoy spending time with my family, 

fiancé (Chad Jaskiewicz), and my dog (Bear).  

Kevin, Dorothy, & Jacob Kaufmann 

Chad Jaskiewicz & Ashley White 

Jim & Lisa Goss 

Travis & Caitlyn Jaskiewicz 

Contact information for new members received since the latest directory was published is 

provided in the blue photo album at the bottom of the display case, where new member pictures 

are displayed, in the church entry. Pictures removed to make room for new ones are stored in the 

photo album until those recently received members are pictured in a new directory.  



From There to Here 
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The news media has been full 

of all the sadness and troubles 

Christians are facing around the 

world. Making drawing room cuts 

is challenging at best. This time 

the topic seems to be bits and 

pieces about those facing 

persecution all over the globe. 

There are three major 

oppositional opinions/traditions/

convictions that are trying to 

force Christians to deny Christ 

and profess something entirely 

different. There’s Islam, 

communism, and radicals of a 

variety of stripes such as Hindi, 

Buddhism, and terrorists in Latin 

America. 

Even here “at home” we have 

a media and progressive political 

agenda driven opposition to 

practicing our faith in business, 

education and career choices. In 

the past years we’ve looked at 

bakers, florists, wedding business 

owners and teachers who have 

faced the hard hands of those 

opposed to their faith practices. 

Recently that came much too 

close for comfort when Karen 

Pence, Vice-President Pence’s 

wife, was roundly criticized by the 

media and “the other side” for 

having the audacity to teach in a 

Christian school. My immediate 

reaction was, “Oh my goodness!” 

Yet, I’m also aware that we all 

face controversial choices in so 

many ways and remain faithful in 

the face of it all. Some of us have 

even felt it in our educational 

choices. I know I did and that was 

“a long time ago.” 

From out there come prayer 

requests for four women who are 

standing strong under trying 

circumstances. All are from 

Muslim nations. Pray for Sarina, 

Sara, Mansuri, and Aina who 

have been under the violence of 

radical Islam. Pray that they 

remain strong, able to protect 

their children and themselves 

against others and family 

members opposed to their 

Christian faith. Pray especially for 

Sarina’s daughter who was 

burned in a bomb explosion while 

in Sunday School. (Names are 

changed to protect these 

women.) 

China’s communist 

dictatorship is closing churches, 

Bible studies, imprisoning church 

leaders and always watching 

Christians throughout that nation. 

For a few years Christianity was 

not being so hard hit, but that’s 

changed again. 

Continue to be in prayer for all 

women who stand in the hard 

places for their faith and for the 

safety of their family members. 

May we continually remember 

to be worthy of the name by 

which we are called. 

- Anonymous 

 
(Sources for this article are from various 

news media accounts and Open Doors 

USA Frontline Faith, May, 2019 issue.) 

Ascension Day Schedule 
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Lu Britton -- 989-798-3156 

Help support St. Paul Hot Lunch Program by purchasing your everyday products through Avon. The school 

will earn 25% of your total purchases now through June 1, 2019.    

The Skin So Soft Bug Guard, America's #1 deet-free repellent is currently available and on sale. Summer is 

approaching, and everyone will need bug repellent on Memorial Day weekend, so stock up now! Place your 

order at http://www.youravon.com/tjaskiewicz. Please include (ST. PAUL) in parentheses after your first name 

so your order counts toward this fundraiser. If you are having difficulty registering on the site or have any 

questions, please call or text me at 989-385-0898. Thank you on behalf of St. Paul Lutheran School! 

Tammy Jaskiewicz, Independent Avon Representative (989-385-0898) 

Avon Fundraiser for Hot Lunch Program 
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Acolyte and Reader Schedule for June 

June Greeters 

Altar Guild, Elders, and Ushers in June 

Acolytes:       Readers:  

Sun., June 2 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

  Maggie Behmlander Emily EauClaire  Jack Lustila  Terry Burkhard 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sun., June 9 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

(10:30 8th gr. Grad.) Natalie List  Hogan Bourdow  Scott Engelhardt Jeremy Warren 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sun., June 16 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Caroline Douponce Rachel Mammel Ken Van Cise  David Schultz 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sun., June 23 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Deanna Zeilinger Riley Jimenez  Ben Helmreich  Howard McMullen 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sun., June 30 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.           

  Max Behmlander Jake Appold  Paul Begick  Roy Schmidt 

Ushers (10:30 a.m.): 

Group #6 

Brian Appold (293-0195) 

Andy Weiss 

Scott Weiss 

Jeffrey Olson 

Head Usher: Rollan Berger (684-5944)  

Cell (450-6618) 

Ushers (8:00 a.m.): 

Group #3 

Herb Matthes (684-3109) 

Bob Schlicker 

Jason Schlicker 

Art Zeilinger 

Peter Auernhammer 

Altar Guild: 

Jean Appold 

Margie Begick 

Elders: 

Mike Appold 

Don Krueger 

Roger Hendrick 

Rich Doan 

Greeters: 8:00 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 

Sun., June 2 Jean Appold & Mary Lou Appold Steve & Debra Neuman 

  Anthony & Kathleen Colone  Loraine Diment & Paul Begick 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., June 9 Dale & Lynn Jezowski   Ronald & Ardith Reuther 

  Arthur & Jamie Zeilinger   Bill & Bonnie List 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., June 16 Tom & Nancy Hoerauf   Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick 

  Lura Gehrman & Rita Tilley  Jack & Kathy Lustila 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., June 23 Angela Buda    Vaughn & Margie Begick    

  David & Stacey Hildebrant  Janet Beckers & Paulette Beckers 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., June 30 Anthony & Kathleen Colone  Floyd & Julia Appold 

  Wayne & Darlene Zeilinger  Marian & Terry Kernstock 

St. Paul Lutheran 

Church Newsletter 

May 15, 2019 

Volume 24—Issue 5 
 

6100 Westside Saginaw Road 

Bay City, MI 48706 

Church Phone: 989.686.7140 

School Phone: 989.684.4450 

Pastor:  

Rev. Dennis Matyas 

Director of Family Life Ministries: 

Mr. David Schultz 

School Principal:  

Mr. Jack Lustila 

Secretary:  

Mrs. Ruth Schian 

Newsletter articles for the June/July 

newsletter are due on Wednesday, 

June 12, 2019. You may submit 

articles to the email address below or 

drop them off in the office.  

 Website: www.stpaulbaycity.org 

 Email: office@stpaulbaycity.org 

 Fax: 989.684.0882 
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