Newsletter
Ministry Center Update
The project is moving forward apace. Last month four meetings took place with
WTA Architecture in order to touch base and give them more details of our
internal needs. At least one of those meetings were attended by Heidi Schultz,
Darlene Zeilinger, Judy Engelhardt, David Schultz, Vicki Begick, Jack Lustila; Sam
Britton and I attended all of them as representatives of the Building Committee.
The needs discussed (in part) were as follows:
Classrooms

Lockable cabinets for supply storage

8’ white board

TVs with DVD/technology inputs
Nursery

Small training potty and dropdown diaper changing station

Small counter with sink

Softer carpet for comfort

Rocking chairs

Glass wall with blinds (highlighting the presence and importance of
ministry to young families)
Youth Room

Split areas for food/fellowship

Counter space for small refrigerator/microwave

Comfy couches for fellowship

TV with technology

Space for pool table and/or foosball
Kitchen

“Deal-breaker” Priority: able to cook/serve funeral and midweek
lunches/suppers

2 residential stoves/1 refrigerator

3-compartment sink/handwashing sink

Microwave

Pass-through serving window

Ample work space
More detailed minutes are available upon
request. Thanks to those volunteers who offered
their valuable input.
Pastor

Volume 24 Issue 4
April 17, 2019

Inside this issue:
Join the Journey Story /
Wildcats Spirit Wear

2

Join the Journey Story /
Ladies Aid News

3

Mexican Dinner /
LWML

4

Avon Fundraiser /
Spring Tea

5

Persecuted Church /
Holy Week Schedule

6

Visual Faith Workshop

7

May Rotations

8

March Council Minutes

9-11

Panda Express
Fundraiser

11

May Calendar

12

St. Paul Lutheran Church & School Newsletter

Page 2

Join the Journey: My Story
Why have I Joined the Journey
to help build the Ministry Center?
St. Paul means so much to me
that it’s hard to put it into words. I
have grown from an infant in
Christ to a solid believer and
follower, through the kindness
and friendship of everyone at St.
Paul. Yes, I still have a long way to
go, but I am trying!
I joined the church when my
son Ed was born, and I realized
that I could not explain the
miracle of birth; only Christ had
the answers! My wife Carolyn
wanted the kids to go to St. Paul
School, and Ed wanted to go to
Sunday School. Carolyn and I
went to Bible class because it was
inconvenient to drop him off at
school and go home only to have
to drive back to pick him up an
hour later. This was the beginnings
of my “Journey.”
I have had the opportunity to
be on several of the church

boards. It has always
been a struggle for me to
accept the commitment
to serve, but once on the
board it has been
rewarding and also
caused me to grow as a
Christian. I have become
friends with so many
others because of
involvement in the Church’s
functions, and these friends have
encouraged me and led me to
grow in faith and become even
more committed to the Church
and to Jesus as my Savior.
I see the new Ministry Center as
a means to build even greater
connections among our
membership as there will be more
room to meet and talk to people
on our way into and out of
Church. First and second service
families will see each other. We
can have coffee and treats
available just outside of church

and a place to visit as we snack.
By making Bible Class and Sunday
school connected to church, we
should attract some new
attendees for these important
learning experiences. As I
remember Ed’s influence on my
church life, my prayer is that this
will happen for others, and I
expect the new Ministry Center
will help make this happen.
- Ken Van Cise

Check out another “Join the
Journey” story on page 3.

St. Paul Wildcats Spirt Wear
The St. Paul Spirit Wear online store is
open again! Deadline for orders is April
26. To see what items are available and
to place your order, go to https://
stpaulspring2019.itemorder.com/.

Big thanks to Dan Wills, Weston Appold, and Ben Helmreich
for repairing/updating the "highway sign" on Schwab Road!
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Join the Journey: My Story
I am not a St. Paul “lifer.” Yes, I
was baptized, confirmed, and
married here. For about 7 years
my wife and I were members at
an LCMS church in Saginaw,
where she had been a member
prior to our marriage. That church
suited our spiritual needs at the
time, however it did not offer a
Christian day school. We planned
to join St. Paul in the summer of
2015, prior to our son entering first
grade. In 2014 we visited St. Paul
a few times and were hooked.
My wife felt as welcome here as
in our home church. It was such a
family-friendly atmosphere. We
became members a year before
we had planned to. During my
first stint with St. Paul, I wasn’t
really ‘involved’, outside of semiregular church attendance and
occasional Bible Studies. I rarely
attended Voters Meetings and
had never been an usher. But
upon our return, the Spirit started
a fire inside me. I had a new

appreciation for the church and
school; both the buildings and
people. I wanted to serve. I had
been called to serve. I was part of
something much bigger than
myself. In less than 5 years big
things have happened. In no
particular order we lost our
spiritual leader, Pastor Theiss.
Abby Schaefer was struck and
killed. We had a merger voted
down that caused hard feelings.
Our secretary moved out of the
area. Two skilled interim Pastors
led us through the pastoral
transition. We gained a new
secretary, Preschool Director, a
1st and 2nd grade teacher (and
another one soon), a Principal
and a Pastor. Major changes.
And many smaller changes not
mentioned. That brings me to the
Ministry Center. The original
campaign took place while I was
not a member, but I’m here now
and have that excitement of
being part of something big. I’m

Ladies Aid News
Honorary Member Potluck was our April meeting.
President Darlene Zeilinger welcomed all members
and guests. Cathi Reymore led us in the devotion,
"Put Down Your Burdens." Come to me, all you who
are weary and burdened and I will give you rest.
Matthew 11:28. Give your burdens to the Lord and
he will take care of you. We honored Marian
Kernstock and Kathie Colone and thanked all our
honorary members for their years of service. Barb
Appold led us in a little Ladies Aid history. Did you
know the Ladies Aid sold jello for a fundraiser?
Program committee gave information about the
upcoming trip. We will be going to an Iris farm and
Butterfly Bug Zoo in Traverse City area on June 8th.
Watch bulletin for more details.

excited to have more room for
various Bible studies. I’m excited
that funeral luncheons will not
impact the school children. I’m
excited to have a drive-up dropoff area. Mostly I’m excited to not
have to cross Bay Road every
Sunday between services! This is
an endeavor my family has taken
to heart. It is good for the
community. It is good for St. Paul.
It is good for us. Please join us in
the journey.
- John Schlicker

And there are more
stories to come!
You can share your story, too.
Submit your story to Pastor or
the office any time. They will
be edited for content and
posted in a following
newsletter.
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Mexican Takeout Dinner
Come get your Mexican fiesta to-go on Sunday, April 28! Pickup will be 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. in
the school auditorium. Menu items include 2 chicken enchiladas, 2
tostadas, 2 soft tacos, beans, rice, lettuce, tomato, salsa, sour
cream, and dessert. Tickets are available for $10 after church and
in the office. Ticket sales end Tuesday, April 23. Proceeds to benefit St. Paul
Ministry Center. Please contact Kristen Glasser (989-529-2962) with any questions.

LWML Friendship Circle
Friendship Circle ladies will be hosting the
Confirmand Reception immediately following the
Maundy Thursday evening communion service. (This
will replace our regular monthly meeting, but
printed updates will be handed out for FC members
attending the Reception.) We will gather in the
school auditorium with the Confirmands, their
families and invited guests. It is always a muchanticipated event as the Secret Pals (FC ladies who
have been praying for and writing to their chosen
young adult since the beginning of the school year)
are identified for each Confirmand. And, of course,
no reception would be complete without the
enjoyment of cookies and punch.
At our March meeting the list of St Paul Homebound members was made available. Nineteen
members will receive a small plant and sweet visit
from us during the 2 weeks before Easter. The visits
are so rewarding to both the visited and the visitor!
The May FC meeting will be held in the
auditorium, Thursday, May 16th at 6:30 p.m. and
feature a Bible Study with Pastor Matyas. Mites and
Dues will be collected.
April of each year is national “every kid healthy”
month. Reflecting on being healthy often means
temporary illnesses that, for most of us, are not
serious. For some, there are long-term conditions
that must be managed very carefully. This month
the Michigan District Mission Grant Bulletin highlights
the grant for New Beginnings for Children with
Learning Needs (Lutheran Special Education
Ministries) - $25,000. These children have the unique
opportunity to also hear the gospel through this
grant.

Reading,
writing, and
numbers
and math –
some love
one, some
hate it, some
are apathetic.
In Michigan,
13% of schoolage youth are
classified as special needs and need special
attention to learn. For Christians, this can
contribute to faith challenges – especially if
we don’t tailor the wonderful message God
has given us to their needs.
Lutheran Special Education Ministries since
1873 were working with orphans that were
deaf. Today, the organization reaches out to
address many such barriers beyond hearing
and extends outside of Michigan as far north
as Minnesota, west as California, and south
as Florida and Arizona. Resources are
available for Sunday School, VBS programs,
and day schools, for needs that address
conditions such as dyslexia as well as those
of gifted students. The grant from the LWML
Michigan District will fund five new programs
for classroom assistance. What an
opportunity!
Prayer: Dear Lord, please bless our mite offerings
that support this grant that they may help reach out
to those with special needs needing to learn about
You. In Jesus name, Amen.
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Avon Fundraiser for Hot Lunch Program
Help support St. Paul Hot Lunch Program by purchasing your everyday products through Avon. The school
will earn 25% of your total purchases now through June 1, 2019.
Shop my personal site, www.youravon.com/tjaskiewicz, for your beauty needs, body, hair and foot care,
jewelry, clothing, handbags, vitamins, Bug Guard and much, much more. You can view the current
brochure, but come back often because it changes every two weeks. Your order will be placed directly on
my site, and you will pay for it at that time also. The order will be shipped directly to your home.
In order to identify your orders, for St. Paul to earn the 25%, I am requesting
when you are signing up and registering on the site, behind your first name add
a hyphen, (-) ST. PAUL, i.e. Tammy – ST.PAUL. If you are having difficulty
registering on the site or have any questions please call or text me at 989-3850898. Thank you on behalf of St. Paul Lutheran School!
Tammy Jaskiewicz, Independent Avon Representative
989-385-0898
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“Suffer Little Children to Come Unto Me…”
During the past few months
I’ve become aware that the
youngest, smallest and most
defenseless Christians around the
world are in extreme danger from
those perpetrating persecution.
Open Doors USA includes prayer
requests for children in the Prayer
Force Alert monthly. These
requests drive me to write about
these dear children.
War-torn Nigeria, Ethiopia,
Syria, Iraq are the most obvious
countries where children are
directly affected by the hate,
cruelty and violence that ISIS and
other Muslim extremists bring to
their front doors. Homes lie in ruins,
with no food, water, or safety
found in so many neighborhoods.
Those who were not killed did
their best to escape to safer
places. Families are struggling
even while some are now
attempting to return to the
crumbles left from battles in their
towns and cities.
Women and girls are especially
vulnerable because of their
Christian faith and their gender.
Pray for a growing faith for 13-

year-old Sahoura, a child who has
accepted Christ and was facing
beatings and abuse from her
family. She is now living with
another Christian family and
being trained as a tailor.

Pray for Pastor J. Chakma and
his family threatened by others in
their community. They have
disappeared. Pray for their safety
that they may stand with other
believers wherever they are.

Pray for children living under
the pressures of poverty, fear and
deaths of family members. Pray
for peace and traveling mercies
as they visit with family members
living in the West Bank of the
Palestinian territories. This prayer is
extended to all children
throughout the world whose
situations and needs are similar.
More positively, two Tunisian
Christian young people have met
and are able to share their faith
and encourage each other.
Praise God for this important
fellowship! Strong faith is
encouraged and enhanced
through friendship.
As we prepare for our joy filled
Easter and celebrate Resurrection
Sunday may we always
remember how blessed we are to
be able to do so freely! May we
always be worthy of being called,
“Christian.”
The KJV still expresses it best …”
SUFFER,” or “LET,” or “ALLOW.” All
versions are good, but “suffer” is
the harder hitting meaning than
the other verbs.
- Anonymous

Holy Week Schedule
Maundy Thursday, April 18
3:15 p.m.
Worship with
Communion
6:30 p.m.
Worship with
Communion

Good Friday, April 19
8:00 p.m. Worship

Easter Sunday, April 21
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service with
Communion
7:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast
9:00 a.m. Celebration & Praise with
Communion
11:00 a.m. Worship with Communion
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Acolyte and Reader Schedule for May
Acolytes:
Sun., May 5

Readers:
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Cadence
Swartz
Chessa
Bourdow
Ben
Helmreich
Gene Behmlander
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sun., May 12

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Vanessa
Burkhard
Brooklynn
Garrett
Tom
DePrekel
Sam Britton
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(8:00 5-8 gr. Sing)

Sun., May 19

8:00 a.m.
Hayden Swartz

10:30 a.m.
Rachel Mammel

8:00 a.m.
Larry Bourassa

10:30 a.m.
Brian Appold

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., May 26

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Maggie
Behmlander
Alina
Damic
Herb
Matthes
John Rodgers
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thurs., May 30
Ascension Day

3:15 p.m.
Lillian Garcia

6:30 p.m.
Lexi Hutchinson

Altar Guild, Elders, and Ushers in May
Altar Guild:
Dorothy Helmreich
Sally McMullen
Elders:
Howard Helmreich
Ken Van Cise
Vaughn Begick
Howard McMullen
Jeremy Warren

Ushers (8:00 a.m. and any evening services
during the first half of the month.):
Group #2
Randy Appold (239-2072)
Weston Appold
Greg Behmlander
Matt Appold
Daryl Appold
Rylan Appold

Ushers (10:30 a.m. and any evening
services during the last half of the month.):
Group #5
Bob Campbell (401-7766)
Terry Burkhard
Richard Doan
Wayne Stieve
Head Usher: Rollan Berger (684-5944)
Cell (450-6618)

May Greeters
Greeters:
Sun., May 5

8:00 a.m.
Jean Appold & Mary Lou Appold
Anthony & Kathleen Colone

10:30 a.m.
Steve & Debra Neuman
Loraine Diment & Paul Begick

Dale & Lynn Jezowski
Arthur & Jamie Zeilinger

Ronald & Ardith Reuther
Bill & Bonnie List

Tom & Nancy Hoerauf
Lura Gehrman & Rita Tilley

Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick
Jack & Kathy Lustila

Angela Buda
David & Stacey Hildebrant

Vaughn & Margie Begick
Janet Beckers & Paulette Beckers

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., May 12

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., May 19

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., May 26
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Church Phone: 989.686.7140
School Phone: 989.684.4450

Pastor:
Rev. Dennis Matyas
Director of Family Life Ministries:
Mr. David Schultz
School Principal:
Mr. Jack Lustila
Secretary:
Mrs. Ruth Schian

Newsletter articles for the April
newsletter are due on Wednesday,
May 8, 2019. You may submit articles
to the email address below or drop
them off in the office.
Website: www.stpaulbaycity.org
Email: office@stpaulbaycity.org
Fax: 989.684.0882
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