Newsletter
Hot Lunch Program
Beginning in January, a fresh opportunity will be available for you to flavor the
school ministry. These plans have been cooking for several months now, and I
have faith many of you will rise to the occasion, being stirred up toward love
and good works. The hot lunch program is now going to be 100% fed by our
administration and your generosity.
Food puns aside, you can go back to the January 2018 newsletter and read
about our plans to be independent of government reimbursement for the hot
lunch program. While we believe strongly that this is the right direction for our
school to take, it must be said that your participation is crucial so that we do not
unduly burden the budget of the congregation.
From our master cook Heidi Schultz, here are several ways in which you can
help:
Adopt our Salad Bar for a week:
You would spend between $30-$50 purchasing the items that are needed for
the salad bar for a week. We have a shopping guide available to make the
shopping easier. This is similar to adopting altar flowers for worship; you can
sponsor the salad bar in honor or memory of someone you love, and their name
will appear in the bulletin for that week.
Donate Gift Cards:
Gift cards to Meijer, Walmart, Jacks, or GFS would help us with expenses. Many
of these gift cards are sold through the St. Paul Scrip Program, which has the
double effect of assisting the school through kickbacks.
Assistance Program:
We will still be offering the free and reduced meal program for students &
families who qualify. This fund would help cover the funds once received from
the government.
Cash:
This type of donation would be used where most needed. Paying bills,
purchasing food, etc.
All donations can receive a tax deductible sheet for your taxes. Please indicate
the desire for that when dropping off your donation.
And, of course, your prayers for the continued success and blessing of this
program. There is a form within this newsletter you may fill out indicating your
ability to help. Return this to the school office or in the box marked Hot Lunch in
the back of church. Any further questions and ideas can be directed to any of
us, especially Heidi.
Thank you,

Pastor Matyas, Jack Lustila, Heidi Schultz
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Join the Journey
The Join the Journey team is pleased to share the following letter with the congregation. Deb is the daughter
of Dorothy David.
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Ladies Aid News
Ladies Aid was a celebration
night. We celebrated the coming
of Jesus and another successful
bake sale. The sales profit was
$7281.57. Great job Ladies and a
special thank you to all our little
elves (God’s people) that helped.
We opened with prayer and
devotion led by Pastor Matyas.
Dinner was served at Pierce Road
Bar and Grill. We enjoyed beef
brisket, pulled pork, mac and
cheese, coleslaw and rolls. The

secret pal is always an
excitement, the gifts were
opened, and the surprise we wait
for all year long was revealed. We
welcomed two new members:
Susan Leinberger and Shannon
Golden. We will be taking the
month of January off and will
meet again on Monday, February
4, 2019. Watch bulletin for details.
Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year!

LWML Friendship Circle
“Shout with Joy to God!” and meet up with the
“Lutheran Women in Mission” of St Paul who are
active in our LWML! Watch the church bulletins for
opportunities to join us at events!
Our Fundraising Auction last month was a
happy success! Pastor Matyas and Sam Britton
teamed up as fun-loving Auctioneers. Our mission
treasury took in over $1900.00!
Did you check back at the LWML website to
note the success of Mites for Missions on Giving
Tuesday, Nov 27? www.lwml.org/givingtuesday
Across the nation $68,000.00 was given on that day.
Shout with Joy to God!

The Christmas Party Meeting has been well
planned and ready for Thursday, Dec 20th, 6pm, in
the St Paul auditorium, catered by Char House,
$12.00 per person. Secret Pals exchange gifts, Mites
are gathered, gag gifts will amuse, musician
Hannah Cmeyla will perform.
With enthusiasm and hopeful hearts, we will
plan our next new year serving the Lord within the
LWML Friendship Circle. Many willing hands make
the work fun; many willing hearts make it a blessing
to all!
Give thanks to God for His blessings of Love,
Redemption, Hope and a Future! What joy is ours in
serving our Lord!

Visual Faith Fourth Thursday
Join Visual Faith Coach Katie Helmreich for a monthly opportunity to use
Visual Faith practices together with fellow believers. No experience is needed,
simply bring a willing heart and a love of creativity. We will read, reflect, and
respond to God's Word in a meaningful and creative way. Visual Faith Fourth
Thursday will meet on the fourth Thursday of the month beginning January
2019, from 6:30 pm-8:30 pm, in the multipurpose room of the school. Call or
text Katie with questions at 989.225.3532.
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Welcome to the St. Paul Family

Dan and Madeline Bebow are
transferring to St. Paul from Zion
Lutheran Church. Dan and
Madeline have been married for 20
years. They have four children who
attend Essexville-Hampton schools Karson (9th grade), Sawyer (6th
grade), and Eli & Iva (3rd
grade). Dan works in information
technology and Madeline is an
accountant working for The Dow
Chemical Company.
Dan & Madeline Bebow
Karson, Sawyer, Eli, & Iva
Jake and Shannon Golden along with their kids Josh (15)
and Maggie (11) Elliott and Brock (13) and Drew (10) Golden
are transferring to St. Paul. Shannon grew up at St. Paul,
attending both school and church. When Jake and Shannon
moved back to the area, it was a given they would come
back to St. Paul. Jake is a Project Manager at Spence
Brothers and Shannon is in R&D at Dow Chemical. In their
spare time when they aren’t in a basketball gym, softball
field, or baseball field, they like to be on their Harley, playing
with their pets (3 dogs, 3 goats, and a chicken), or doing
anything outside or on the water whether it’s camping,
fishing, or just spending time with family.
Jake & Shannon Golden
Josh & Maggie Elliott
Brock & Drew Golden

Janice and John Kushba have been married 26 years and
have 3 grown daughters. Their 5 grandchildren ages 20 down to
8 have varied interests and keep grandma and grandpa very
busy. They were previously members at Zion Lutheran.

Continued on page 5...

John & Janice Kushba
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...Continued from page 4.

Welcome to the St. Paul Family

Terri LaFontaine and daughter, Lexi Mae Hutchinson
(12), are new members. Lexi attended Zion for Preschool
and now attends Western Middle School. She enjoys
swimming, volleyball, dance, and being part of the school
band. Terri is a Senior Customer Manager for Mars Wrigley
Confectionery Company.

Terri LaFontaine & Lexi Hutchinson

Rodger and Donna Smigiel have been married for
31 years. They have three adult children; Tiffany
(Eddie) Switek; Ryan (died from brain cancer 3-15-18)
and Spencer. Rodger is the owner of the Smigiel
Agency, Farmers Insurance in Bay City, and Donna is a
Manager for a public sector consulting firm MGT of
America also in Bay City. They are die-hard MSU fans
and like to spend time traveling around in their
motorhome fondly named the Spartymobile and
taking care of their beloved labradoodle Buddy. They
recently transferred from Trinity St. James Lutheran
Church in Munger.
Rodger & Donna Smigiel
Spencer
Eddie and Tiffany Switek are transferring from Trinity St.
James Lutheran in Munger. They were married September
19, 2015. Eddie was confirmed in Christ at St. Paul on
November 4, 2018. Tiffany works as a Registered Medical
Assistant at Great Lakes Bay Health Center and Eddie works
in the Geek Squad at Best Buy as he finishes school to
become a Software Engineer. Eddie has an 11 year old son,
Collin. They are both big MSU fans and attend most home
football games with Tiffany’s family in the Spartymobile.

Eddie & Tiffany Switek
Contact information for new members received since the latest directory was published is provided in the blue photo album at
the bottom of the case where new member pictures are displayed in the church entry. Pictures removed to make room for new
ones are stored in the photo album until those recently received members are pictured in a new directory.
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Five Prayers for Two Nations
In writing about the persecuted church
worldwide, there are two features that are boldly
stark to me. One, that indeed followers of Jesus
Christ are being persecuted in very harsh and
terrible ways. Two, that indeed this persecution is
worldwide. Trying to limit this action to just one
section, nation, people group or offender sector is
not possible. Which brings this article to two
neighboring nations that rarely make international
headlines anymore. This was not the case 50+ years
ago.
Laos and Vietnam were in those headlines
almost every day and those headlines were not
good at all. Some of us remember those times very
sadly. We served for four years in a place we’d
never been, grew up, and returned to civilian life
wiser and older. We lost friends, relatives, and loved
ones “over there.” Those who returned were
changed forever, often in a terrible way. Lives and
limbs were ruined or maimed, and servicemen were
treated poorly in some cases. Some kept their
service years quiet, not talking about it because of
the unpopularity of serving in an unpopular war.
Not only were American lives changed but so
were lives in those two nations. For all basic
purposes, Laos and Viet Nam are Buddhist or
animistic or at least very strongly anti-Christian in
attitude. Christianity is considered an American
religion and therefore to be restricted or destroyed.
Recently, Voice of the Martyrs’ newsletter
magazine devoted the November 2018 issue to that
prevailing attitude. Hundreds of millions of South
Asian people are caught up in idol worship or blend
Buddhism or Hinduism with animism and
Communism. (It seems so many “isms” exist in Asia!)
It is against this backdrop that “Christians in Asia
who witness for Christ face fierce opposition from all
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levels of society: first, from their family or clan, as
ancestor worship is prevalent in the region; second,
from false religions that punish those who refuse to
worship idols and spirits; and third, from Communist
or other tyrannical governments that are
threatened by Christ, the true power Who exposes
the lies that prop up their earthly rule.”
These five prayer requests arise from this harsh
reality.
“PRAY THAT OUR PERSECUTED
FAMILY IN LAOS AND VIETNAM
WILL
1. Allow the Lord to deepen
their vision to reach the lost,
especially members of the
Communist Party and those
deceived by Buddhism and
animism.
2. Have access to resources, including materials
in tribal languages, that will help them effectively
evangelize and teach their neighbors.
3. Witness incredible growth and maturity
among new believers, seeing many raised up to
lead churches.
4. Stay strong in the Lord when family members
persecute them for placing their faith in Jesus Christ.
5. Be encouraged and strengthened, as many
must travel for hours by motorbike through difficult
terrain to meet with other believers.”
May we grasp the importance of being in
prayer for our brothers and sisters around the world,
in many hard places who need to be encouraged,
knowing that they are kept in prayer and provided
with needed resources because someone far away
cares for them and loves the Lord too.
May we be worthy of being called by His Name!
- Anonymous

Pastor:
Rev. Dennis Matyas
Director of Family Life Ministries:
Mr. David Schultz
School Principal:
Mr. Jack Lustila
Secretary:
Mrs. Ruth Schian

Newsletter articles for the January
newsletter are due on Wednesday,
January 9, 2019. You may submit
articles to the email address below or
drop them off in the office.
Website: www.stpaulbaycity.org
Email: office@stpaulbaycity.org
Fax: 989.684.0882
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Acolyte and Reader Schedule for January 2019
Acolytes:
Sun., Jan. 6

8:00 a.m.
Natalie List

10:30 a.m.
Caroline Douponce

Readers:
8:00 a.m.
John Schlicker

10:30 a.m.
Gene Behmlander

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Jan. 13

8:00 a.m.
Max Behmlander

10:30 a.m.
Chessa Bourdow

8:00 a.m.
Tom DePrekel

10:30 a.m.
Sam Britton

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Jan. 20

8:00 a.m.
Blake Lowe

10:30 a.m.
Brooklynn Garrett

8:00 a.m.
Larry Bourassa

10:30 a.m.
Brian Appold

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Jan. 27

8:00 a.m.
Cadence Swartz

10:30 a.m.
Riley Jimenez

8:00 a.m.
Herb Matthes

10:30 a.m.
John Rodgers

Altar Guild, Elders, and Ushers in January
Altar Guild:
Jean Begick
Virginia Hutter
Elders:
Mike Appold
Don Krueger
Roger Hendrick
Rich Doan

Ushers (8:00 a.m.):
Group #1

Ushers (10:30 a.m.):
Group #4

Cary Behmlander (631-0914)
Dale Jezowski
Mike Mossner
Adam Jezowski
Rollan Berger

Bob Eastman (686-7365)
Cindy Eastman
Tim Begick
Head Usher: Rollan Berger
(684-5944)
Cell (450-6618)

January Greeters
Greeters:
Sun., Jan. 6

8:00 a.m.
Jean Appold & Mary Lou Appold
Anthony & Kathleen Colone

10:30 a.m.
Steve & Debra Neuman
Loraine Diment & Paul Begick

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Jan. 13

Dale & Lynn Jezowski
Arthur & Jamie Zeilinger

Ronald & Ardith Reuther
Bill & Bonnie List

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Jan. 20

Tom & Nancy Hoerauf
Lura Gehrman & Rita Tilley

Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick
Jack & Kathy Lustila

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Jan. 27

Angela Buda
David & Stacey Hildebrant

Vaughn & Margie Begick
Janet Beckers & Paulette Beckers

Potlucks in 2019
Mark your calendars for the First
Sunday Fellowship Potlucks in
2019:
January 6
February 3
March 3
April 7
May 5
June 2
& more!

First Sunday
Fellowship Potlucks
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Hot Lunch Program Support
Please fill out the form below if you are able to help.
Name: ____________________________________________________ Phone: ___________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________
Item you are interested in helping with:
____ Gift Card

____ Sponsor the Salad Bar

____ Cash

____Assistance Program

____Other - please specify: ___________________________________________________________________
Please put this tear off in the box in the back of church marked Hot Lunch. You may also drop it off in
the office or kitchen.

