
Beautifully Contrasting 

A few weeks ago, I watched several hours of the Senate Judiciary Committee’s 

hearing of SCOTUS nominee Brett Kavanaugh. Because I’m a NERD. But then again, 

so is Kavanaugh. That’s a good thing; being a nerd can come in handy. Nerds 

usually know information that is albeit boring to most people but useful when you 

need it. But I digress. I couldn’t take my eyes off the hearing because those who 

were opposed to the nomination pummeled him with a litany of minutia that failed 

time and again to rattle the experienced judge.  

The contrast was amazing. Here was this 

unflappable man whose lifestyle makes 

the Boy Scouts look like Burning Man, 

and [the rest of this paragraph is 

redacted in light of the recent 

allegations against Kavanaugh; I pray for 

all involved and wait with bated breath.]  

As I’ve said before, it would be easy to 

be frustrated by the forked tongues and 

hypocritical attitudes of, well, half of the 

country. It’s almost too easy at this point. The ones who complain the loudest of 

division amongst our countrymen are generally the ones doing the dividing. In truth, 

everyone is entitled to their beliefs and opinions, provided they conform to the 

squeakiest wheel. Oh no, whatever will we do with such radical left-wing ideological 

taking over the airwaves? Personally, I’m hoping it continues to get worse. Seriously, I 

do. Please, Miss Pro-choice, perpetuate the polarity of the populace. Yes, Mr. PC, try 

harder to make delusions mainstream. Please, support open revolt and boycotts 

and rallies and suppression of information. I’m enjoying the show. Why? Because if 

you give them enough rope, they’ll hang themselves with it. 

That’s precisely what’s happening with the generation of young Americans coming 

of age. Generation Z (those born in the mid 90’s) grew up under constant fear-

mongering of terrorism and national debt. They witnessed firsthand the millennial 

generation’s mountainous college debt collection and glad-handed politics. They 

were in grade school when the country made historic progress against racism with 

the first black president; they were in college when everyone decided it didn’t work. 

Generation Z is as fiscally and socially conservative as Millennials are liberal, and 12% 

of them have already started saving for retirement. At 20 years old. 

I’m not exactly equating conservative political values with Biblical ones, but it’s 

usually pretty obvious from a moral standpoint. Why then would I want amoral or  
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immoral values trumpeted in the world? So glad you asked. Because it’s all a matter of contrast. 

Last week I walked upstairs after a meeting to find that the rain had stopped. In its place was the most complete 

rainbow I had ever seen. By complete I mean its ends clearly touched both its horizons, and its opacity was 

stunningly thick. It was also huge. The clouds behind it were thick and dark, highlighting the beauty of the colors. 

Opposite in the sky was the sun (obviously) blasting through a break in the clouds and causing the appearance of 

said rainbow. Stunning bright beauty stark and drastic against ominous storm clouds. Its visibility was too short, and as 

the sun sunk into the ever-moving clouds, that wet gray of a September rain took over again. Beauty was gone for 

lack of a contrasting light source. 

You are the light of the world, Jesus said. Let 

your works so shine before men that they 

may glorify your Father in heaven. On a 

sunny day, no one notices the sun. But throw 

in some dark clouds, the threat of thunder 

and lightning, and the contrast makes for 

one gorgeous sight. 

Trust me, people respond to authority, 

provided they believe the authority has their 

best interests at heart. Generation Z is 

realizing that the world of their parents, and 

the world of the millennials, is nothing but 

storms and darkness. And they’re clamoring 

to get outside and catch a glimpse of the 

rainbow. 

So as long as there is air in my lungs, I will 

preach the truth of God’s Word. And the 

louder and angrier the world gets at my 

preaching, the more beautiful it will sound. 

Pastor Matyas 

Beautifully Contrasting ...Continued from page 1 
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Celebrating the Confirmation Anniversaries  

of the Years 

2008, 1998, 1988, 1978, 1968,                  

1958, 1948, & 1938 

Worship at the 10:30 Service 

We will gather in the church basement (with 

families as well) at 10:10 to organize for processing and 

sitting together. 

Banquet to follow at the school! 

If you are in one of these classes, you will receive a 

letter with details on the service and making 

reservations for the banquet. 

Letters are being 

mailed this week, so you 

should be receiving yours 

soon. If this is your year (or 

someone you know), but 

you don’t get a letter soon, 

please let the church office 

know so that we can send 

you details and update our 

records. If you were 

confirmed at a sister congregation in one of these 

years, you are also invited! We may have that 

information on file, but sometimes our records are 

incomplete.  

Roll Call Sunday - October 28 



Our September Ladies Aid meeting was opened 

with a warm welcome to members and guests by 

President Darlene Zeilinger  

Megean Zeilinger lead us in a devotion entitled 

“Letting the Leaves Fall.” A new season has begun: 

“Forget the former things; do 

not dwell on the past. See, I 

am doing a new thing! Now 

it springs up; do you not 

perceive it? I am making a 

way in the wilderness and 

streams in the wasteland.”     

- Isaiah 43:18,19 (NIV) 

What are you holding onto 

that is preventing a freshness to the season ahead? 

Could it be that the decayed leaves are piling up and 

your heart needs to discard them for good? If so, why 

not reach out to the Lord in prayer? He longs to hear 

from you. Ask Him to shine light on any thoughts, 

circumstances, habits or other “decayed leaves” you 

might be clinging to. As you watch the leaves fall this 

season, our prayer is that you are reminded to let go 

of anything that would hinder a fresh relationship with 

God. 

The Ladies Auxiliary reported that the Economy 

Center is in need of helpers. If anyone is interested, 

please contact Kathie Colone for more information. 

Anyone interested in helping with Food of Faith please 

let Janet Beckers know. This summer the board was 

asked to cover the cost of kitchen inspection and 

repairs. The cost was around $480 and the board 

agreed.  

Our evening activity was making thanksgiving note 

cards. The cards will be placed on dinner trays at 

Covenant Hospital.   

We closed the evening with the Lord’s Prayer.      
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Ladies Aid News 

A safe and inviting setting to gather for bible study, 

Sunday School, Youth activities, fellowship and more.  

A location that reaches out and welcomes its 

members, as well as the folks who live and visit our 

area.  

A setting where present and future generations can 

share God’s Word and celebrate His many blessings. 

That’s only the beginning of what our new Ministry 

Center can mean to the members of St. Paul Lutheran 

Church and our surrounding communities. 

It all began several years ago when we first realized 

we were going to need a place such as this. There 

were meetings and drawings and discussions and 

meetings and committees formed and more meetings. 

Most recently, at our August 19, 2018 Special Voter’s 

Meeting, as the result of a unanimous vote by those 

present, we agreed to move forward in faith with our 

newly designed Ministry Center connected to the 

historic church building. This will include a fellowship 

hall, classrooms, Nursery, a covered entrance, and 

stairs-free access to the sanctuary (among other 

things). 

We’re now in the early stages of launching our “Join 

the Journey” campaign with a congregation-wide 

mailing that went out this past Thursday.  

We ask everyone to pray! Pray for our Pastor and 

your fellow members who are leading this effort. Pray 

especially that God will continue to guide us along the 

way and that everything we do during this campaign 

and beyond will be to His glory and for the good of His 

kingdom.  

As we move forward in faith, remember what He 

has promised in 1 Chronicles 28:20: “Be strong and 

courageous and do the work. Do not be afraid or 

discouraged, for the Lord God, is with you. He will not 

fail you or forsake you until all the work . . . is finished.” 

And in Proverbs 16:3: “Entrust your efforts to the Lord 

and your plans will succeed.”  

Thank you and if you have any questions or did not 

receive a mailing, be sure to contact either Pastor 

Matyas, a member of the Planning Committee, or the 

church office. 

Sam Britton, Chairman 

St. Paul Planning Committee 

Join the Journey 



Attention! Calling Education 

board members and school 

leaders! Another “LEAP-Shop” (a 

Lutheran Education Plan Alliance 

training/enrichment workshop) has 

been scheduled and planned. 

Here within our Great Lakes Bay 

Region of LEAP schools more than 

ten such LEAP-Shops have been 

planned, conducted, well-

attended, and appreciated over 

the course of the past four years. 

Among topics addressed at some 

of the LEAP-Shops have been 

“Strengthening Practices of 

Education Boards,” “Establishing 

and Growing Early Childhood 

Programs,” “Being a Lutheran 

Church in a Post-Churched 

Culture,” “Building a Mission-

Minded School Funding Model,” 

and quite a few more. 

Another LEAP-Shop has been 

planned for the upcoming evening 

of October 30, with two areas of 

focus: 

1. “Key Boardsmanship Best 

Practices”  

2. “Education Board Strategies 

for Evaluating and Enhancing 

the “Ministries of School 

Principals.” 

The major presenter at the October 

LEAP-Shop will be Mr. Travis Grulke, 

our LCMS Michigan District 

Superintendent of Schools. The 

event will take place at St. Lorenz 

Lutheran Church in Frankenmuth, 

from 6:30 to 8:00 pm, Tuesday, 

October 30. The LEAP-Shop 

coordinators are telling us that this 

training/enrichment event is for 

“members of Lutheran school 

education boards and equivalent 

entities, and it is for Principals, Parish 

Pastors, and others in Lutheran 

school leadership roles. If any of 

these target groups include YOU, 

you may wish to pursue details 

concerning attending by 

contacting Board of Education 

Chairman John Schlicker, Principal 

Jack Lustila, or Pastor Matyas. There 

is a cost – just $4.00 per attendee. 

“‘Shout with JOY to God” - Keeping JOY in our 

Journey… 

Our LWML Friendship Circle 

has been engaged on a 

journey since its 

courageous beginning 

many years ago. Through 

this time, many St. Paul 

women have joined the 

journey to further Christ’s 

mission by supporting the 

work of the church. We are 

at a time now when this 

passion for mission service 

will create a lasting impact on the future generations 

of St. Paul members. Please join us this fall as we 

journey for Christ’s mission together! 

Our September 20 meeting will host Missionary Joy 

Markus who was rescued from her dangerous situation 

in Kuwait being a Muslim converted to Christian. 

POBLO (People of the Book Lutheran Outreach) 

International intervened and helped Joy get safely to 

the United States. POBLO is actively sending missionary 

converts throughout the U.S. 

The LWML Bay Area Zone Fall Rally offers us another 

opportunity to come together and “shout” with JOY to 

God! Make a quick note of this date – October 13th, 

Saturday, 8:45 to 11 a.m., TRINITY, ST. JAMES in 

Munger. Speaker will be Rev. Robert Smith from 

Frankenmuth.  He is  a well-known pastor, author, and 

missionary, and this is a great opportunity to hear him 

speak and share his many experiences in the mission 

field. Please invite your family members and friends to 

join us for our rally.  They will be blessed! 

Our October 18th meeting will find us enjoying a 

photo review of the July LWML Convention. We will 

also be looking for volunteers to be Secretary and 

Treasurer for 2019. 

Keep JOY in your life! Read God’s Word, pray, 

fellowship with your sisters in Christ, and JOY you’ll find! 

LWML Friendship Circle 
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Workshop for Lutheran School Leaders and Board Members  
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More from the Prison Nation of Eritrea 

those found in North Korea. 

Apply what you know about 

North Korea to Eritrea, and you’ll 

have a good idea of what life is 

like in this Horn of Africa country. 

Eritrea is #6 on the 2018 

World Watch List. News coming 

out of Eritrea is so tightly 

controlled, no one is even sure 

about the numbers of Christians 

imprisoned there. 

Again, as in so many 

instances, persecution is driven by a 

brutal dictatorial regime. The 

humanity of man is denied, and 

many are suffering severely 

because of the hideous nature of 

tyranny. 

Eritrea is also a very corrupt 

nation. Everything is controlled by 

the government, making life itself 

almost unbearable. This factor 

leads to corruption, especially in 

the military. The military is the 

“enforcer” of state policies. 

Everyone must serve in the military, 

so this makes it a controller of 

people too. It’s used as a 

threatening force when people 

don’t do what the government 

wants done. There are no service 

time limitations. 

There are harsh disagreements 

between traditional churches and 

newer Christian denominations 

which add to the tension and stress 

of daily life. Yet, even the Orthodox 

Christians aren’t immune to 

persecution when their ministers 

and parishioners are taken into 

custody, confined to shipping 

container cells, given little to eat or 

drink for weeks and months on end. 

They are often treated just as poorly 

as other faith groups. 

We must BE AWARE and BE 

INFORMED. These brothers and 

sisters in chains, their families and 

those who are experiencing 

refugee status now ask us to BE IN 

PRAYER for them, their nation and 

even their dictatorial leaders. We 

are assured that when we don’t 

know how to pray, what to pray for, 

or who to pray for we can lean on 

the Holy Spirit who will intercede for 

us and for them. The prayers of 

God’s people are effective. Our 

Lord wants us to be His prayer 

warriors, involved, aware and 

informed. We pray that God’s will 

be done, and His Kingdom 

enlarged because of the blood of 

those who endure such atrocities. 

- Anonymous 
Much of the information above was 

taken from Open Doors, Frontline Faith 

Newsletter for July 2018. 

There are times in my life when I 

simply don’t know where to go with 

the article, what to address, how to 

do it or even why to do it. This is one 

of those times. Should I talk about 

China, again? Or North Korea, 

again? Or Iran, again? Or Pastor 

Brunson in Turkey, again? Or 

maybe, the new trouble brewing in 

Nicaragua? Perhaps this new news 

event in the media is for another 

day. 

Then I review what I wrote 

about last month and realize that 

Eritrea is still “out there” and we 

need to be very aware that our 

brothers and sisters in the faith are 

also still in chains. It hits me afresh 

that there are numerous factors 

involved in Christian persecution 

and we always need to be aware 

of them, to “do something” about 

our fellow faithful followers in Christ. 

Yet, from this distance and given all 

that’s truly involved or needed the 

one + one thing we can do is to BE 

AWARE and to BE IN PRAYER. This is 

always needed no matter what I 

write about or try to bring to your 

attention. Being aware, being 

informed and being in prayer are 

all states of being we need to 

follow every single day in our 

Christian walk! 

Previously we talked about 

Christians in Eritrea who are 

suffering under the extremely brutal 

dictatorship of President Isaias 

Afwerki. These poor people are 

enduring conditions very similar to 
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Newsletter articles for the September 

newsletter are due on Wednesday, 

October 10, 2018. You may submit articles 

to the email address below or drop them 

off in the office.  

 Website: www.stpaulbaycity.org 

 Email: office@stpaulbaycity.org 

 Fax: 989.684.0882 

LET LET LET    
US PRAYUS PRAYUS PRAY   

Eritrea 



Acolyte and Reader Schedule for October 2018 

October Greeters 

Altar Guild, Elders, and Ushers in October 

Acolytes:       Readers:  

Sun., Oct. 7 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

  Natalie List  Jake Appold  Paul Begick  Terry Burkhard 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Oct. 14 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  

  Deanna Zeilinger Chessa Bourdow Jack Lustila  Jeremy Warren 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Oct. 21 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

  Blake Lowe  Emily EauClaire  Ken Van Cise  David Schultz 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Oct. 28 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

  Maggie Behmlander Rachel Mammel Ben Helmreich  Howard McMullen 

Ushers (10:30 a.m.):  

Group #6 

Brian Appold (293-0195) 

Andy Weiss 

Scott Weiss 

Jeffrey Olson 

 

Head Usher: Rollan Berger  

(684-5944)  

Cell (450-6618) 

Ushers (8:00 a.m.):  

Group #3 

Herb Matthes (684-3109) 

Bob Schlicker 

Jason Schlicker 

Art Zeilinger 

Peter Auernhammer 

Altar Guild: 

Jean Appold 

Margie Begick 

 

Elders: 

Howard Helmreich 

Ken Van Cise 

Vaughn Begick 

Howard McMullen 

Jeremy Warren 

Greeters: 8:00 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 

Sun., Oct. 7 Jean Appold & Mary Lou Appold Steve & Debra Neuman 

  Anthony & Kathleen Colone  Loraine Diment & Paul Begick 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Oct. 14 Dale & Lynn Jezowski   Ronald & Ardith Reuther 

  Arthur & Jamie Zeilinger   Bill & Bonnie List 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Oct. 21 Tom & Nancy Hoerauf   Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick 

  Lura Gehrman & Rita Tilley  Jack & Kathy Lustila 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Oct. 28 Angela Buda    Vaughn & Margie Begick    

  David & Stacey Hildebrant  Janet Beckers & Paulette Beckers 
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School Fundraiser - Save the Date! 
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