
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                  MEETING MINUTES 

 
                                                   February 28, 2019 

 
The meeting was opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The following 
members were in attendance: John Alfonzetti, Mark Brown, John DeMase, Rich Nash, 
and Joe Paiva. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. Paiva and seconded by Mr. Nash to approve the minutes of 
the January 24, 2019 meeting.  All were in favor. 
 
APPLICANTS 
There were no applicants this evening. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Review of New Construction 
Last month, Mr. Paiva questioned the fact that the Somers Crossing development had 
been exempt from ARB review.  Mr. Paiva cited other residential development projects, 
specifically The Mews, Crossroads at Baldwin Place and Avalon that had been subject 
to the Board’s process of review and approval.  Mr. Paiva stated that he considers 
Somers Crossing as a project that was required by the Town Code to obtain approval 
from the Architectural Review Board.  After a further discussion, the Board requested 
that an email be sent to the Town Planner for clarification regarding the requirements for 
Architectural Review Board approvals as well as exemptions and how they apply to 
Somers Crossing and similar projects. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
266 Route 202 – DeCicco & Sons 
As per a construction inspection by Town of Somers Principle Engineering Technician 
Steve Woelfle it was noted that the as-built conditions of the free-standing stone wall 
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and wood fence adjacent to the parking lot varied from the approved drawing(s).  At the 
request of the property owner all of the Architectural Review Board members have 
viewed the site conditions prior to the meeting.  The Board reviewed the previously 
approved drawings and concluded that the as-built conditions do not compare favorably 
to the approved design of the wall and fence. 
 
The Board agreed that they would be willing to accommodate the property owner to 
have a special meeting scheduled prior to the monthly meeting in order to discuss the 
merits of any proposed remedies to be provided and submitted by the architect for 
review.  Mrs. Schirmer will make those arrangements. 
 
Signage in the Business Historic Preservation District 
Supervisor Morrissey sent a copy of a letter dated February 13, 2019 addressed to the 
Business Owners in the Business Historic Preservation District concerning the Sign 
Ordinance in the Business Historic Preservation District.  He requested that the Board 
respond with their recommendation within 30 days.   
 
The Supervisor’s letter was reviewed and discussed and a response crafted to the 
Supervisor. The Architectural Review Board’s memo of August 28, 2018 sent to the 
Town Board regarding this same subject was referenced as follows as all agreed that 
their sentiments then still apply. 
 
 “At our August 23, 2018 monthly meeting, the Board reviewed and discussed the 
Signage Task Force Report at the request of the Town Supervisor.  Everyone agreed 
that the Task Force Report appeared to take a conscientious and common-sense 
approach to an issue that is constantly being debated and is an ongoing issue of 
frustration to all.  The need to keep Somers a unique historic town combined with 21st 
century issues is not as simple as allowing or not allowing certain signs.  The Board 
agreed that the Town in making any future decisions regarding signage should consider 
the Task Force Report as it was presented.” 
 
Since the Signage Task Force addressed “for sale” and “to let” signs in their Report as 
indicated below, and the Architectural Review Board supported that suggestion, that is 
our recommendation. 
 
“Additionally, the Business Historic Preservation District does not permit “for sale” and 
“to let” signs.  Mr. Baroni informed the Take Force that the Town cannot limit content of 
signs and the Signage Task Force agreed that this could create a hardship for the 
property owners.  It is being suggested that the Code be changed to allow “for sale” or 
“to let” signs in the Business Historic Preservation District.  The suggested verbiage is 
as follows:  
 
“One “for sale” or one “to let” sign on each road frontage not exceeding 1 ½ feet by 2 
feet, set back at least 10 feet from the street line in the Business Historic Preservation 
District.  The sign can only include wording and numbers.” 
 
 



63 Route 6 – Coral Seafood Restaurant  
At our February 28, 2019 monthly meeting, the Board reviewed and discussed a site 
plan submitted for 63 Route 6 – Coral Seafood Restaurant as follows: proposed interior 
and exterior modification and renovation to existing grille and restaurant.  Building to be 
extended at the northeast corner, deck pavers in the back (north), extension of existing 
concrete platform/deck in front (south) and left (west) sides; extension of existing 
parking lot in the northeast side and on the west corner.   
 
The Board would like to meet with the applicant’s architect and requests that accurate 
elevations be provided for all four sides of the building. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 
March 28th at 7:00 p.m. in the Somers Town House Meeting Room. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Architectural Review Board 
 
cc:  Architectural Review Board 
       Town Board 
       Town Clerk  
       Planning Board 
       Code Enforcement Officer  
 


