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Grace and Peace to God our Father!

As we enter the month of Feb-
ruary, I have an overwhelm-
ing sense of gratitude and an-

ticipation. I want to start by thanking 
those of you who chose to join me in a 
period of fasting and prayer during our 
church-wide fast. While challenging, I 
am always amazed at the way in which 
I am able to hear from the Lord during 
these periods of self-sacrifice. I also 
want to thank you for your participa-
tion in our virtual Church Conference. 
It was indeed unchartered territory for 

Four Seasons of Ministry
By Stacey Seay
Special to The Epistle

During our January virtual Church Conference, Pastor Walton shared his 
2021 vision for ministry at First Baptist. The church-wide theme for the 
year, “First Forward: Unfinished Business,” may sound familiar as it is a 

reprise of last year’s theme again based on Philippians 3:13-15. The theme really 
captures the need for each of us to continue the work that God gave us to do pre-
pandemic and see it to completion. 

In an effort to help focus our energy as we finish the work, Pastor Walton 
introduced “Four Seasons of Ministry.” Before briefly outlining the seasons be-
low, it is important to highlight that although each quarter in 2021 has a specific 
focus, each area is vital to the life of a healthy church throughout the entire year. 
In other words, when the season of prayer and fasting ends, we don’t plan to stop 
praying, and hopefully our prayer life will be enriched as a result of intentional 
focus during that season. Likewise, we will not wait to celebrate God’s blessings 
until the designated season is upon us, but rather we will celebrate throughout 
the year.

SEASon oF PRAYER And FASting (JAnUARY—MARCh)
We will have an intentional focus on prayer and fasting during this season. 

We kicked off the new year with our 21-Day Fast and increased the number of 
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times we shared in corporate prayer. 
As this season continues, members 
and friends are encouraged to contin-
ue with the 12 noon prayer calls each 
weekday and to join Pastor Walton at 
6:00 a.m. for our Mid-Week Morning 
Meditation and prayer. Also look for 
details about monthly prayer gather-
ings via Zoom; a new Mid-Week Se-
ries, “Whisper: How to Hear the Voice 
of God,” ; and information on how we 
will observe the Lenten season.

SEASon oF ShARing And 
CARing (APRil—JUnE)

During this season our focus will 
be twofold: intentional in-reach to 
members and intentional outreach to 
the community. Zoom check-ins for 
Family Life Groups and ministries and 
fellowship opportunities for youth,  are 
part of the planned approaches for be-
ing more intentional about connecting 
with members, even when we are not 
meeting together physically. In terms 
of outreach, we will be launching new 
and familiar approaches to serve out-
side of the walls and spread the love of 
Jesus Christ.\

SEASon oF REAPing And 
Sowing (JUlY—SEPtEMBER)

Discipleship and spiritual forma-
tion will be our intentional focus dur-
ing the Season of Reaping and Sow-
ing. Often when we hear the terms 
sowing and reaping, we immediately 
think of financial stewardship. Though 
this will be a focus, we want to look 
at stewardship more globally by incor-
porating an emphasis on time, talent 
and treasure. A number of campaigns 
will take place during this season, we 
will launch a Be the Church Campaign 
(time), Spiritual Gifts Awareness 
Campaign (talent), and a Stewardship 
Campaign (treasure). 

SEASon oF CElEBRAtion  
(oCtoBER—dECEMBER)
During the season of celebration, 

we will observe a period of intentional 
thanksgiving. We know that to whom 
much is given, much is required. As a 
result, part of our celebration will be 
through a focus on missions and out-
reach. As we celebrate Thanksgiving 
and the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we will also take time to carve out 
specific opportunities to be a blessing 
to others.

Throughout 2021 we will contin-
ue to forge ahead through our com-
mitment to continue our “unfinished 
business.” Prayerfully, each of us took 
time during our period of church-wide 
fasting and prayer to seek God’s will 
for our lives especially as it pertains 
to ministry. On Consecration Sunday, 
we were charged with the task to re-
commit and to become more engaged 
in ministry. Now Pastor Walton has 
given us a framework to help shape 
our ministry effort throughout the 
year…First Forward! —Stacey Seay

Men’s Ministry Stays Connected
By Rick Taylor
Epistle Staff Writer

The Men’s Ministry will host a virtual kickoff breakfast on Saturday, Feb. 
27 at 9 a.m. 
Deacon-elect Andre Carpenter, the ministry’s servant leader, says Pastor 

Walton will be speaking and FBCV member Marion Devoe will discuss his book, 
Never Give Up.

Carpenter says the Men’s Ministry theme for this year is “Finish the Work for 
the Lord’s House,” (1 Chronicles 28:20).  He says the theme is dovetailing from 
Pastor Walton’s 2021 theme and vision of “Unfinished Business.” 

The virtual breakfast will continue to follow its traditional agenda of prayer 
and testimony.  Carpenter also said the men’s group will discuss the formation of 
a book club and a  “connection circle,” so that men can reach out in small groups 
by phone or electronic means. This will substitute for “Wings and a Word,” which 
was done at area restaurants before the pandemic.

The Men’s Ministry Leadership Council of Carpenter, Monroe Neal, Jr., Ricky 
Crosby and Alex Charles will continue this year.

The Zoom link for the breakfast will be available through the FBCV  
Constant Contact email and on notices posted following FBCV’s virtual  
services this month.  

Four Seasons, continued  
from page 1
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Throughout the month of Feb-
ruary, we will be celebrating 
Black Excellence. Worship and 
Arts is no different. In the spir-

it of doing something different as well as 
highlighting the genius of our people, we 
will be bringing you Friday Night Floetry. 
In December, I sought out a poet for the 
Christmas event, which garnered and over-
whelming response. There are so many 
talented people in our communities who 
many of us don’t know about. The poetry 
jam will be an opportunity for black spo-
ken word artists to showcase their work. It 
will be fun for our members and friends 
because we will get to interact and vote 
on our favorites. I am excited about this 
showcase. Look for it Friday, February 
6th and February 19th. Be sure to invited 
your friends and family to tune in as well.  
—Kwan McKnight

Special days  
Celebrated  
in February

Black history Month 
February 1-28

Boy Scout Sunday: February 7
transfiguration Sunday:  

February 14

Valentine’s day: February 14
Presidents’ day: February 15
Ash wednesday: February 17
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About Connection Groups 

The winter session of Virtual Connection Groups will begin the week of February 21, 
2021. Space is limited, so register today to ensure that you can reserve a space in your 
desired class. Register at: https://tinyurl.com/fbcvgroups  

A limited number of textbooks are available for purchase at the church. The prices 
listed in the course description are the cost for purchase at the church. Books may also 
be purchased online at your favorite online retailer. 

 

Course Title Facilitator Meeting Day & Time 
The Good Life Deacon Willie Boykin Mondays @ 6:00 p.m. 
Discerning the Voice of 
God 

Min. Monica Leak Saturdays @ 4:00 p.m. 

Defined: Who God Says 
You Are 

Sis. Antoinette Guidry Saturdays @ 9:00 a.m. 

Praying at the Crossroads Sis. Terri Robinson Thursdays @ 7:00 p.m. 
The 7 Rings of Marriage Min. DeMarcus & Sis. 

Bobbie Robinson/ Deacon 
Ron Ayers & Sis. Lori Ayers 

Tuesdays @ 7:00 p.m. 

Connection Groups for Children, Youth & Young Adults 
Defined: Who God Says 
You Are - Kids Editions 

Deaconess Monica 
Evans/Sis. Stacey Seay 

Mondays @ 5:30 p.m. 
 

Defined: Who God Says 
You Are – Teen & Young 
Adult Edition 

Sis. Melinda Warren 
Sis. Rasheena Draughn 

TBD 
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throughout the year, First Baptist will be hosting Author Round table Events. 
these events will provide a platform for authors to share their published 
works with the FBCV Community. this opportunity is open to all authors, 
both members and non-members. Contact the church office if there are any 
questions regarding participation.
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Virtual Marketplace 
In the past, Pastor Walton has been inten-
tional about setting aside times to support 
businesses within our community. Despite 
the building being physically closed, we will 
continue in this tradition through our first 
Virtual Marketplace. The Marketplace will 
be held online and streamed to Facebook, 
YouTube, and the Church website. Viewers 
will be able to share information about their 
products or services and provide information 
to viewers about how they can make their 
purchases. There is no cost to vendors, so 
sign up today for this opportunity for free ex-
posure for your business.

Pastor, continued from page 1
us to hold the meeting virtually, but we were 
able to take care of important church business 
and I was able to share my vision for our 2021 
ministry in greater detail. As we continue 
through this first “season” of ministry-- fast-
ing and praying-- it is my prayer that the Lord 
will reveal new opportunities to minister.. I’m 
excited about the new additions to our Trustee 
Board and Deacons Ministry  and about all 
that I know God will do.

Now as we enter the month of February 
we will celebrate “Black Excellence” as part 
of our recognition of Black History Month. 
Throughout the month there will be opportu-
nities to celebrate our culture and to inform 
us about issues that matter. Legislative and 
Justice Week will kick off the month and pro-
vide a platform for us to discuss issues im-
pacting us with our community leaders. 

I also want to encourage each of you to re-
view the line up for our Winter Connection 
Groups and to sign up today! The Connection 
Groups will launch the week of February 21st 
and are a great way to fellowship with your 
church family while deepening your relation-
ship with the Lord Jesus Christ!

I don’t want to close without taking the 
opportunity to thank each of you for the out-
pouring of support shown to me and my fam-
ily as we mourn the loss of my grandmother, 
Sis. Doris Hardy. I am so very grateful for all 
of your prayers and encouragement. 

First forward!
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College Connection Ministry highlights
Jeremiah 29:11- For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans 
for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a HOPE.

Scholars’ Prayer Circle: College Connection will stand in the gap for our  
college students, you can say as much or as little when you send in your prayer 
request.  Please send in your prayer request by February 10th.  Please submit your 
request to Arnitra Duckett at arnitrad@mac.com 

Pay for A’s – Fall 2020 Semester: It’s that time of year.  Did you earn A’s 
during the Fall 2020 Semester?  If so, please submit your transcripts to Vivi-
an Morton at vivmorton@gmail.com to participate in the Pay for A’s program.  
All transcripts should be submitted by February 15.

Congratulations to the Spring 2020 Semester A earners: Taylor Hamp-
ton, Eric Morgan, James Ricks, Dylan Sparks, Kamryn Logan, and Miles  
Lipscomb

College Connection Birthday wishes: Happy Birthday blessings and wishes 
to Taylor Hampton, a senior at George Mason University, majoring in Education/
Childhood Studies.

AnnoUnCEMEnt: Attention high School Seniors:  
College Connection wants to hear from You

If you are a High School Senior class of 2021? If so College Connection wants 
to know. Send an email with the information below to Arnitra Duckett (arnitrad@
mac.com):
1) Full Name 2) Graduation Date 3) Colleges/Universities you have applied to
4) Intended Major (and minor, if applicable)

high School Seniors…Have you already been accepted to a College or Univer-
sity? Or Have you declared your School of choice for the fall of 2021?

If you have been accepted or have committed to a college or university for the 
fall semester, College Connection wants to know. Please email us at arnitrad@
mac.com  and let us know your name and the college or university where you have 
been accepted or you plan to attend. We want to share this wonderful news with 
your FBCV family. 

CongRAtUlAtionS to Mitchell Colter for being accepted and committing  
to attend University of Dayton (OH)    
—Submitted by Jennifer Spriggs

Pastor Vernon Walton and family  
for the loss of his grandmother,  

Doris Hardy
Doris Watson and family for the loss 

of her brother, James Johnson
The family of FBCV member, 

Joyce Hall
The family of FBCV member, 

Edward Carter
The family of FBCV member, 

Gladys Morris

SwAP ViRtUAl 
SPRing tEA

The SWAP Ministry and The 
Women’s Ministry are spon-
soring a Virtual Spring Tea 

on Saturday, April 17, from 2-4 p.m., 
featuring  author Joyce Adjekum. She 
will share excerpts from her book, Not 
By Blood, a fictional novel inspired by 
her two best friends, whom she consid-
ers sisters for life. Adjekum will also 
share her thoughts on the Scripture, 
John 15:13-15, in which Jesus calls us 
to love one another.

Adjekum was born in Ghana. After 
the death of her father, she moved to 
England as a teenager to live with her 
mother. Her education spans three con-
tinents: She attended elementary and 
middle school in Ghana, high school 
in England, and college in the U.S.

It is our hope that those who join us 
for the Virtual Spring Tea will enjoy 
a wonderful fellowship with discus-
sions about friendships while enjoying 
tea. To fully appreciate the discussion, 
participants are encouraged to read 
Not By Blood in advance. The book 
can be purchased from Amazon.com.  
Autographed copies can be pur-
chased by contacting Johnnie Mikel at  
runnerjmb@aol.com or (703) 505-1979.
—Submitted by Esther McCullough
   



oMiCRon KAPPA KAPPA ChAPtER, oMEgA PSi Phi  
FRAtERnitY, inC.

The Omicron Kappa Kappa Chapter of Omega Psi Phi has been a vital community 
partner throughout the last year. In addition to sharing scholarship and contest oppor-
tunities with FBCV youth, they have played a critical role in our COVID-19 response. 
Early during the pandemic, they partnered with us for a disposable mask drive and 
later they served as volunteers at our meal distribution events and supported the proj-
ect financially. We are grateful for the opportunities we have had to work together 
and especially grateful for the wonderful example they set for the young men in our 
church family.

JAMES MAdiSon high SChool  
FootBAll tEAM

As we were in the planning stages of the 
summer food distribution, it quickly be-
came apparent that we would need some  
assistance to help us unload the truckloads 
and heavy pallets of food we would be re-
ceiving. One email to Coach Justin Counts 
was all it took for the James Madison High 
School football team to answer our call 
for help. Throughout the summer, Coach 
Counts and team members arrived early 
and ready to get a workout while serving 
the community. When persons came on 
foot to pick up food, it was not uncommon 
for students from the team to offer to carry 
the boxes for them. It was truly a blessing 
to see young people so cheerfully serv-
ing others. We hated to see them go when 
school resumed and we are deeply grateful 
for their service.

SpiritAwards  
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
of Vienna (FBCV) began 
presenting “Spirit of King 
Awards” last year as part 
of our annual celebration 
of the life of Dr. King. The 
award is presented to non-
members and organizations 
we have partnered with 
during the past year that 
embody the spirit of Dr. 
King in their field of work. 
They are committed to is-
sues of justice and equality 
for everyone and to making 
Dr. King’s dream a reality. 
This year we presented nine 
awards: 
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FidElitY/JEnniE dEAn tEMPlE #384
The ladies of Fidelity/Jennie Dean Temple #384 have been 
loyal and reliable partners. They have encouraged FBCV 
youth to take part in the annual Elks Oratorical Contest as 
well as sharing other opportunities for them. In addition, 
they served as volunteers at our meal distribution events and 
coordinated with FBCV to identify and support families in 
need in our community. “The Daughters” are always ready 
to pitch in and support FBCV initiatives, especially those 
involving young people and missions.

JAMES h. hAYES/BUll RUn lodgE #529
The men of James H. Hayes/Bull Run Lodge #529 and 
FBCV share a long history of partnership. This year our  
opportunities to partner have looked a little different, 
but nonetheless, the Elks have consistently supported us.  
Whether it was serving as security at our outdoor Juneteenth 

Celebration or regularly allowing 
the church to use  their park-
ing lot for our various ministry 
events. The use of the parking 
area was especially critical on our 
meal distribution days when lines 
could sometimes reach beyond 
Maple Avenue. We are grateful 
for the continued partnership

SpiritAwards  

RoBERt ChAMP
Robert M. Champ is a native of Fauquier County, Va. He and his 
wife Audrey are both fully retired since 2019 and enjoy spending 
time with family, friends and the Christian Way Baptist Church fam-
ily where the Rev. Dr. Augustus “Gus” Henderson, is pastor.  Robert 
was an invaluable part of the team working during our meal distribu-
tion events. Each week, he’d arrive with his chair and his lunch ready 
to work. His servant heart was even further demonstrated when he 
noticed a staff member on the side of the road and without hesitation, 
offered his assistance. We are grateful for his pleasant, consistent 
presence week after week.
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John thoMAS (Jt) lAndwEhR, iii
John Thomas (JT) LandWehr, III is a student at Flint Hill 
School in Oakton. When he was tasked with developing a 
community service project, JT coordinated a community 
toy and coat drive and selected FBCV as the recipient of the 
items he collected. The toys he collected were included in 
the Christmas Blessing Bags we distributed over the Christ-
mas holiday and the winter coats were donated to persons in 
need throughout Fairfax County. 

John SEKAS
John Sekas, owner and president of Sekas homes, LTD., and 
his wife Darcy are especially passionate in their support 
of causes involving children and food insecurity. John also 
finds ways to use the skills of his trade to be a service to 
others. He graciously coordinated and sponsored the rental 
of the forklift and pallet jacks that were used throughout our 
summer meal distribution. His unassuming assistance and 
technical advice helped ensure the success of these efforts.

SpiritAwards  

dEBoRAh RonEY
Deborah Roney is a passionate advocate for the causes she 
believes in—whether it is racial justice, election honesty, or 
the environment. Her passion is more than just talk. Here at 
FBCV Deborah serves with the Striving for Excellence Pro-
gram as a tutor; as a math teacher during our FBCV Sum-
mer Camp; and is a regular volunteer with our meal distribu-
tion program. Deborah’s secret wish is to be the inspiration 
for the young people she works with to someday become 
civil rights lawyers and scientists.

PAt MCCloSKEY
Pat McCloskey was born and raised in Vienna where he 
currently resides with his wife of 20 years Shani and his 
two teenagers, Kierra and Kai. Pat has worked as a personal 
trainer with 1 to 1 FITNESS for more than 30 years and has 
served as a volunteer coach at local high schools since 1998.

Today, we recognize Pat for his commitment to work 
alongside us during our meal distribution efforts. His pleas-
ant demeanor while energetically unloading 52-foot refrig-
erated trucks and breaking down pallets made the hard work 
easier. Pat’s heart for helping others was demonstrated week 
after week.
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The new year is typically a pow-
erful time to reflect on how 
you may want to shift things 

and/or make positive changes in your 
life. For some of you, that may mean 
eating healthier, working out, paying 
down debt or developing new financial  
habits.

Notice that I did not mention any-
thing about a New Year’s resolution? 
The reason is that research shows that 
people don’t stick to them!

Instead, I want to provide you with 
some strategies that are simple, yet 
effective, to help you make lifestyle 
changes that will ultimately not only 
help you take control of your finances, 
but also help you become the very best 
version of your financial self.

1. Be S.M.A.R.t.er
The first strategy to help you jump-

start your new year is to set S.M.A.R.T. 
money goals. S.M.A.R.T. is an acro-
nym that stands for Specific, Measur-
able, Attainable (or Achievable), Real-
istic and Timely.

Let’s start with Specific and Mea-
surable. Here’s an example: Your goal 
may be to “spend less or invest more.” 
That’s a great goal, but it’s not specific 
enough. If you instead said, “I will 
save or invest $1,500,” that’s a bit more 
specific and measurable.

Now let’s look at the Achievable 
and Realistic component. Using the 
same example, if you said, “I will in-
vest $125 from each paycheck directly 
into my savings or retirement account 
or toward paying down a specific debt,” 
that is likely achievable and realistic. 

Your goal must also be Timely, 
meaning you have a timeline for com-
pleting it. In this example, you said 
that you want to achieve your goal in 
one year’s time and $125/month over 
12 months equals $1,500 for the year.

So, if you’re really serious about 
achieving your financial goals (or any 
other goals!), make them S.M.A.R.T.

2. Know Your Financial Flow
You have to get real about your 

spending. Understanding where your 
money is going is the foundation for 
developing healthy spending habits. 
Technology has made tracking your 
spending easy and there are several 
apps you can use, most of which are 
available on all of your devices. You 
may also want to utilize the “50/30/20 
Rule”—50% of your income is allocat-
ed to meeting your needs, 30% to your 
wants, and 20% to savings.

3. get on a debt diet
You must also get real about your 

debt. Take some time to sit down and 
make a list of your debts so you can 
determine which debt to pay off first. 
You might want to begin by clearing 
off the debts with the smallest balance 
first, known as the “Debt Snowball 
Method.” Another strategy is to begin 
paying off the debt with the highest 
interest rate first, known as the “Debt 
Avalanche Method.”

4. give Yourself a Cash Cushion
It is important to save for emergen-

cies. The general recommendation or 
rule of thumb is to save somewhere be-
tween 3-6 months’ worth of household 
expenses. However, in light of the pan-
demic, I recommend increasing it to 
9-12 months. If you don’t already have 
this in place, make achieving it a goal.

5. invest in Your Future
Try making investing a habit. Be-

gin with your retirement contributions. 
Set auto contributions if you haven’t 
already. If you’re already doing that, 
consider increasing your contributions 
by 2% (or more) of your income, and 

then set it to automatically increase the 
same amount next year.

Commitment is key. If you com-
mit to following even a few of these 
tips over the course of the next year, 
you can improve your chances of get-
ting your personal finances in gear and 
achieving your 2021 financial goals. 
You can do this!
—Submitted by Willie Boykin based 
on a Kiplinger article by Derenda 
King, CFP®, CDFA® December 30, 
2020

Announcement
The First Baptist Church Feder-
al Credit Union Annual Meeting 
is scheduled for March 6, 2021 
via Zoom or Teleconference.  
Meeting connection detail will 
be provided  later. This meeting 
is open to all current members 
and persons interesting in be-
coming a member

MonEY MAttERS:  
A no-Resolution Plan for Better Finances in 2021

First Baptist ChurCh 
450 orchard st. n.W.,  

Vienna, Virginia 22180
 (703) 938-8525 • www.fbcv.org

Dr. Vernon C. Walton, pastor


